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Brief Background:


Conservation Futures 

King County’s Conservation Futures tax (CFT) is a dedicated portion of property taxes that are collected throughout King County. CFT funds are used to purchase open space lands and conservation easements in rural unincorporated King County and in King County’s cities. Properties acquired with CFT funds must be from voluntary, willing sellers. Each spring the King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee reviews applications from King County and city agencies. It recommends project funding allocations to the King County Council and Executive, which then approve CFT funding allocations in the annual budget ordinance. CFT projects are required to have matching funds that are equal to or greater than the CFT funds allocated to a project, with a goal of gaining broader financial participation through city, state, federal and other funding sources. This year we have received over $22 million in requests for fiscal year 2017 CFT funds, which is an increase over last year’s level of requests. There is $11.56 million in estimated fiscal year 2017 CFT funds available for distribution to projects.   


King County Parks Levy / Regional Open Space Acquisition Fund
	
	The King County Parks Levy (KCPL) Regional Open Space Acquisition Fund was re-authorized and increased by a county-wide, voter-approved, six-year ballot measure in August, 2013. KCPL funds are available for open space and trail acquisition projects for the King County Parks Division. The King County Council and Executive have requested the Conservation Futures Citizens Committee to review applications and make an annual recommendation for the KCPL open space and trail acquisition projects allocations. This is done in tandem with the Committee’s review of applications for King County CFT funds to help King County coordinate its open space acquisition funding decisions. This year there is $6.59 million in KCPL open space and trail acquisition funding available. The Committee’s KCPL recommendations for two King County trail-oriented projects (Snoqualmie Mill Site and Maury Island Additions-Community Trails) exceed the KCPL funds that were requested. The Committee has done this because these projects are more directly tied to KCPL goals, and it helped maintain a better balance between CFT and KCPL funding for the other projects. As part of that analysis, the Committee considered the overall project funding totals for the King County projects. Like CFT projects, KCPL open space acquisition funds can only be expended on properties with willing sellers.

This year’s application review and funding recommendation process 

The applications for fiscal year 2017 CFT and KCPL funds were forwarded to King County by March 9, 2016, and the Committee received them a few days later. At its March 29, 2016 meeting the Committee conducted an initial discussion of the applications and it identified questions and clarifications to pursue in the coming month. The Committee then went on six evening and weekend field trips in April to view the application sites. A few sites that the Committee has seen recently or repeatedly were not visited, because they are multiple-year funding projects that the Committee has visited before, and the Committee has a strong familiarity with them. At the field trip sites, the applicants typically spoke with the Committee members, discussed their projects, and answered questions. The Committee then conducted three meetings in early May to discuss the applications and recommend funding for each of the projects. 

In its review, the Committee looked at each project’s open space resources and benefits, and the likelihood of a project’s success. Since there is a range of potential open space categories, the Committee each year must provide a balanced package of open space acquisition projects, including wildlife and salmon habitat, farmland preservation, passive outdoor recreation, hiking and equestrian trails, or city green spaces and greenbelts. The Committee also looks at factors related to the likelihood of success for specific projects and broader public policy initiatives. These include landowner willingness to sell a property, meeting equity and social justice goals, the threat of loss of open space resources, once in a generation opportunities, the equitable geographic distribution of projects throughout King County, and more. There were 57 applications this year: King County submitted 36 of them and there were 21 city applications, including eight from Seattle. The overall number of applications was 20% higher than last year, a record number for the second year in a row. This application activity is a strong indication of the continued development pressure that exists on urban and rural open space lands, and therefore the ongoing demand for open space acquisition funding. 

Most of the applications for funding this year continue a trend by public agencies to acquire buffers, missing links, or inholdings in parks and natural areas, creek and river corridor systems, regional parks and trails, urban greenbelts, agricultural areas, and scenic corridors. Each of the acquisitions recommended for funding in this report plays a part, large or small, towards protecting and preserving multiple-property landscape-scale open spaces, as well as keeping smaller greenspaces in our more densely populated urban areas. The Committee recognizes that great progress has been made in recent decades to preserve natural resources like the Mountains to Sound Greenway, the Snoqualmie Valley, the Enumclaw Plateau, the regional trail system, city park systems, and creek and river corridors. But the members recognize that after all of the admirable regional conservation and park provision work that has occurred, with our region’s tremendous growth these efforts have not been completed. There is still a significant amount to do in the coming years to finish what has been started to protect our natural resources and provide urban park systems, so that they can be sustained in the long term. 

 	 
The following report begins with a list of highlights of this year’s projects, and the remainder of the report gives more detailed explanations of the Committee’s funding recommendations for each project. A summary table listing all of the funding recommendations may be found at the end of the report. 
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City project highlights: 

· In Auburn, the Watts property acquisition will provide a 16-acre forest addition to the eastern boundary of Mary Olson Farm. It will provide a buffer from development and allow for environmental education at this historically significant park.

· In West Seattle, the Seattle Parks is acquiring a natural area to provide more open space in the underserved Delridge community. Seattle will also acquire a floodplain property on Longfellow Creek to improve riparian habitat and stormwater flows.
 
· The City of Carnation will gain an addition to its Carnation Market Square/Tolt Commons downtown park with the acquisition of an adjacent passive open space. The property will allow larger in-town community events, and support the existing farmer’s market. 

· Kirkland is working with a local citizen group to acquire a woodland trail between Juanita Heights Park and Juanita Beach Park on Lake Washington. The project is just over two acres in size, with the largest of the six parcels in the project recommended for funding this year. 

· Seattle is acquiring a significant 3.5-acre shoreline property on Bitter Lake in north Seattle that will complement the Bitter Lake Playfield and Community Center. This is an expensive property that will likely require CFT funding in multiple years.

· Bothell and King County, working with the conservation groups OneBothell and Forterra, are recommended to receive funding for two adjacent projects that have an overarching goal of preserving the 89-acre Wayne Golf Course. It is the largest unprotected green space on the Sammamish Slough and Burke Gilman Trail, and it has regionally significant scenic, historic, and cultural values. The property will be restored to enhance riparian habitat and resource values.   

· Bellevue will make a five-acre acquisition of a second-growth forest property in the ravine located adjacent to the Tyler property off-leash area in south Bellevue. The property is a link in a trail that will connect to the East Side Rail Trail corridor.

· Renton is recommended to receive partial reimbursement for a 5.2-acre woodland property it recently acquired on southern half of May Creek between I-405 and Lake Washington Boulevard.  Both sides of this part of the salmon-bearing creek will now be protected and restored. 

· Working with a citizen advocacy group, the City of Lake Forest Park is seeking to acquire a 5.6-acre wooded property that contains a tributary to Lyons Creek. It is the largest undeveloped forest property remaining in the city.  

· North Bend has partnered with the Si View Metropolitan Park District, State DNR, King County, and the Trust for Public Land in an ambitious effort to protect 31.9 acres of mature second growth forest adjacent to Interstate 90. The project will provide a trailhead and access to Rattlesnake Mountain to help meet strong recreational demand for hiking trails in the I-90 corridor.

· In northern Seattle’s Lake City Urban Village Hub, Seattle Parks is working to acquire an addition to a previously-purchased neighborhood open space property. This is a high-density residential and commercial neighborhood with an open space deficit.
 
· King County is acquiring a 13.5-acre property in the Tolt River basin within the City of Carnation for a river levee setback. The widened river channel will improve chinook and steelhead spawning habitat, and it will improve public safety by increasing floodwater storage capacity.

· Near the southern Seattle city limits, a small inholding will be added to Lakeridge Park, which has a forest ravine trail and a creek that drains into Lake Washington.

· The Hylebos Creek project in Federal Way will acquire an additional 6.9-acre property that contains wetlands, salmon habitat, and a segment of the creek. This is the latest addition to a long-running effort by Federal Way to protect and restore the West Fork of Hylebos Creek.
 
· Two woodland inholding properties in Seattle’s Magnolia Greenbelt are recommended for funding. They are located near the Magnolia Bridge, along the bike trail that runs between Ballard and downtown Seattle. The acquisition helps complete the long-term protection of a greenbelt separating a residential and industrial area.

· Other multiple-year, multiple-property city projects are recommended to receive CFT funding, including the Lake Boren/May Creek tributary project in Newcastle, the Issaquah Creek Waterways project in Issaquah, the City of Snoqualmie’s Riverfront Park project, and Covington’s South Covington /Jenkins Creek Park project. 
 

Unincorporated King County project highlights: 

· King County is recommended to receive funding to acquire the final missing link property in the Snoqualmie Valley Regional Trail, just north of the Snoqualmie River at the site of the former Weyerhaeuser mill. The adjacent mill pond and habitat area are also recommended for acquisition, pending an agreement with the property owner on site cleanup. 

· Southeast of Renton, a 17-acre property that is part of a bog and wetland complex called “Wetland 14” will be acquired. It is an inholding in Spring Lake/Lake Desire Park that will protect the bog and allow for greater public access to the northern part of the park. Two smaller parcels at the outlet of Lake Desire are also recommended for funding.  

· In the Middle Green River watershed significant funding is recommended to acquire over 100 acres of riparian habitat lands and forest buffers in the Newaukum Creek canyon near Flaming Geyser State Park, and in the Big Spring Creek/Middle Newaukum Creek confluence area on the northern boundary of the city of Enumclaw. The two project areas are WRIA 9 salmon recovery priorities for habitat protection and future restoration. 

· The King County Agriculture Program will protect over 100 acres of farmland from further development in three major agricultural districts (APDs); the Enumclaw Plateau APD, the Lower Green River Valley APD between the cities of Kent and Auburn, and in the Sammamish Valley APD between the cities of Redmond and Woodinville.  
 
· On Vashon Island and Maury Islands, King County will continue long-term efforts to protect and restore nearshore habitat important to the health of Puget Sound. The Piner Point project on Maury Island and the Big Beach and Spring Beach projects on Vashon Island will preserve portions of the most significant remaining unprotected forested saltwater shorelines in King County. Natural hillside and bluff erosion replenishes sand, gravel and sediment for these shorelines, which supports salmon and other nearshore saltwater aquatic species. The projects will also foster intertidal shoreline access for passive public use and environmental education. 

· Initial funding is recommended for a 160-acre forest that borders the northern boundary of Soaring Eagle Park on the northeast boundary of the City of Sammamish. The forest links with King County’s Patterson Creek Natural Area, and if acquired it will connect over 1,000 acres of contiguous forest. The area is habitat for bobcat, coyote, black bear, migratory songbird species, and amphibian species. It is also part of the Emerald Necklace Trail system that winds around the perimeter of the city of Sammamish.

· Near the City of Maple Valley, King County will acquire lands in two project areas in the Lower Cedar River Watershed. The first is riverine forest habitat in the Dorre Don Natural Area, and the second is a site that will enlarge a restored wetland near the mouth of Taylor Creek, an important salmon spawning and juvenile rearing habitat area.  
 
· Acquisition of the 39-acre Red Barn Ranch west of Black Diamond will preserve an incubator farming resource that teaches farming techniques and provides rental farmland for new farmers. The program is managed by Seattle Tilth, which promotes agricultural education.  

· East of Woodinville and north of the Woodinville-Duval Road, funding is recommended to protect 22 acres of fee simple and conservation easement property in the Bear Creek headwaters, adjacent to other publically-protected forests in upper Bear Creek. 

· On Mitchell Hill, north of Interstate 90 near Preston, supplemental funding will help acquire 86 acres to connect hundreds of acres of King County and State DNR-owned forests on Grand Ridge and Mitchell Hill.
 
· The King County Transferable Development Rights (TDR) Program and Farmland Preservation Program (FPP) will continue to purchase TDRs from dairy farms on the Enumclaw Plateau. This will support the local dairy industry by reducing the conversion pressure on prime farm land.

· Funding is recommended for the acquisition of forest lands that buffer and provide trail access to King County’s Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park and Squak Mountain State Park. Several properties are adjacent to the Issaquah Highlands development in Issaquah, and they are highly visible from I-90. A 23-acre property on State Route 900 at the base of Squak Mountain will provide additional trailhead access to Squak Mountain and Cougar Mountain.  
 
· On south Vashon Island, a new project will protect local forests for selective timber harvest that improves the forest quality and preserves community trails. The nearby Burton Pit project will enable King County Parks to acquire a high quality 20-acre forest being surplussed by the King County Roads Division.  

· Several other important King County open space acquisition projects are discussed in the report that will conserve salmon and wildlife habitat, protect farms, provide passive use outdoor recreation, and contribute to King County’s equity and social justice goals. 
Summary Highlights of the Committee’s Recommendations 
 	
 


FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INDIVIDIUAL PROJECTS

CITIES:

Auburn - Watts Property 					$ 111,000	$ 111,000
Recommendation: This project will acquire a 16-acre portion of a 21.85-acre property located immediately east of the City of Auburn’s historic Mary Olson Farm. The property is an important addition to the farm, because it will provide an interpretive area for environmental education and will preserve high quality habitat buffering the farm. Olson Creek runs through a forested canyon on the 16-acre property, and it is habitat for Puget Sound steelhead, coho, chinook, chum, and pink salmon. Some habitat restoration along the creek on the property could be incorporated into the park’s volunteer programs, in cooperation with the King Conservation District. Overall, the canyon has high habitat values, and it has apparently never been harvested for timber. The property is also a cultural heritage site, where native peoples gathered during fishing expeditions in the past. The cost of the property is relatively low for a 16-acre site, largely due to slopes and sensitive area restrictions. The development threat is low, but this provides an opportunity to provide lower-cost public access to a forest resource. The property owner will retain the portion of the property that contains a house and lies on the plateau above the canyon. Mary Olson Farm was originally acquired with Conservation Futures bond funding back in 1993.

Bellevue - Bellevue’s Greenway and Open Space System 	$ 397,500	$ 397,500
Recommendation:  The Bellevue Greenway and Open Space System project is a multiple-year, multiple-parcel project with a goal of acquiring remaining green spaces in Bellevue’s planned open space and greenways system. The property identified in this year’s application is a 4.18-acre woodland located east of Lake Washington Boulevard. It is adjacent to a five-acre wooded open space property that received 2016 CFT funds. The longer-term goal for these parcels is to make a trail connection down to the (former BNSF) East Side Rail Trail corridor near Lake Washington and I-405. The property recommended for funding this year is part of a forested ravine with significant mature second-growth conifers, a diverse forest understory, and a small creek. It provides a true sense of escape from the urban features of the city, to the point that it is almost hard to believe that one is in Bellevue. The sensitive area restrictions of the property and difficult legal access give it a lower development threat, but a willing seller makes this project an opportunity that should be taken. 

Bothell - Wayne Golf Course - Front Nine	$ 1,000,000	$ 200,000
	Recommendation: Wayne Golf Course, established in 1931, is situated along the Sammamish River near SE Bothell Way (State Route 522) and adjacent to the Burke-Gilman Regional Trail. Two decades ago Bothell used CFT bond funds to purchase the development rights over 46 acres of the “Front Nine” holes of the golf course to preserve scenic open space along the Sammamish River and the Burke-Gilman Trail. Bothell is receiving $200,000 in fiscal year 2016 CFT funding towards the purchase of the underlying fee simple rights to the Front Nine property. The property will cost much more, and the city is seeking additional CFT funds this year. The Front Nine property includes an adjacent four-acre area containing the golf course clubhouse and a parking lot that could be developed for residential purposes at urban densities. The Burke-Gilman Trail does not have sufficient nearby parking, and the gravel parking lot could help meet the demand. Fee simple ownership of the Front Nine would also provide public access to the Sammamish River. The river is a WRIA 8 Tier 1 migratory corridor for several salmonid species, including threatened chinook. It also habitat for birds of prey and heron along the river, and there is potential for additional habitat restoration. 
There is strong local support for preserving all of Wayne Golf Course. Last year the Committee recognized that additional funding would be required and that such funding might be requested in a future round. Bothell is partnering with OneBothell, King County, and Forterra, which is acquiring all of Wayne Golf Course as an interim owner with the help of loans and other funding. This action will protect the golf course from near-term development and will provide Bothell time to obtain funds to buy it. The total cost for the whole golf course will be over $11 million, and Bothell is seeking state and other funds, including King County CFT funds, to make the purchase. For this year’s CFT funding, the Committee again recommends $200,000 towards the Front Nine area, in recognition that the development rights have previously been removed from the majority of it through a conservation easement. The Back Nine is still unprotected, and the Committee feels that a larger portion of the CFT funding should go towards that area, in recognition of the greater cost of acquisition and the threat of loss to development. The Committee expects that there may be a future CFT funding request for Wayne Golf Course, although it encourages Bothell and its partners to make significant efforts to find local and other funding sources to complete the acquisition. This is an open space of regional importance, particularly in urbanized north King County. 

Bothell (King County application)   Wayne Golf Course - Back Nine  $ 1,500,000	$ 800,000
	Recommendation:  The Back Nine component of the Wayne Golf Course consists of five parcels (37.72 acres) located on the south side of the Sammamish River, east of 96th Avenue NE in Bothell. The Back Nine is adjacent to Blythe Park to the northeast, directly across the Tolt Pipeline Trail, a regional trail that continues towards the Sammamish and Snoqualmie Valleys. Thus, Wayne Golf Course is part of a large greenbelt along the Sammamish Slough and is part of the formal greenway designated by Bothell along the Sammamish. CFT funds have historically funded four other properties in this greenway, and CFT also paid for the development rights purchase on the Front Nine two decades ago. Unlike most of the Front Nine, all of the Back Nine could currently be developed at urban densities if it is not permanently protected. The Sammamish River along the Back Nine can be restored for improved wetland and riparian habitat to benefit threatened chinook, steelhead and other salmonid species that migrate through the slough. Natural habitat in the river has been degraded by human development and the narrowing of the river channel, and the river is a Tier One Migratory Corridor of high priority within the WRIA 8 Salmon recovery Plan. The Back Nine property has significant historic and cultural values, as an historic fishing and settlement area for tribal cultures, and as an early ferry stop in the nineteenth century. The Yellow Apple Ranch house and orchard are located on the back nine and are listed on Bothell’s Historic Register. Bothell’s 2014 Parks Recreation and Open Space Action Program identified a shortage of several hundred acres of parkland to meet national standards, and this project would significantly help meet that need. 
	Last year’s CFT funding application was written by the local citizen group called OneBothell, which advocated the protection and future restoration of the golf course. In recognition of the regional importance of the Back Nine site, the King County Department of Natural Resources agreed to take over as the agency lead on the project, and it has applied for additional funding for the project this year. Last year, after the Committee’s final meeting in May, 2015, the owner of the property agreed to sell Wayne Golf Course to the conservation group Forterra, which will hold the property and allow time for Bothell to seek local, state, and other funds to purchase it. There are many grant application opportunities that Bothell has identified, and the Committee encourages the city to make every effort to pursue them. 



Carnation - Carnation Tolt Commons Park 	$ 25,000	$25,000
	Recommendation: This project consists of the acquisition of a small 5,000 square foot lot that will provide a significant addition to Carnation’s “Carnation Market Square/Tolt Commons”, an open space with an outdoor farmer’s market area and lawn. The lot is currently covered with a crushed rock surface that will be converted into a landscaped green extension of the lawn area at the farmer’s market. The Commons is located in the center of Carnation, and the property will significantly expand the existing open space. In addition to the farmer’s market, the Carnation Market Square/Tolt Commons is a gathering place for the 4th of July and other holiday celebrations, as well as being a year-round outdoor community meeting place for the general public. Enhancing the farmers’ market will also help support local agriculture. While Carnation is located in the center of many miles of farmland and open spaces in the Snoqualmie Valley, like any other urban center, there is also a need for a central meeting place or park for local residents. Just across the street there is a local playground that complements the Tolt Commons, and there is a plan to make the adjoining street pedestrian-friendly for certain events and holidays. There is a willing seller, and the property is inexpensive relative to the public benefits it will provide. 

Carnation (King County application) - Tolt River Additions	$ 250,000	$ 200,000
	Recommendation: This project will acquire the western end of a multiple-parcel, multiple-year project that protects riparian habitat and provides appropriate passive-use access in the Tolt River corridor. The property identified in this year’s application is 13.5 acres in size. It is located east of State Route 203, west of the Snoqualmie Valley Regional Trail, and North of the Tolt River within the city limits of Carnation. King County owns adjacent land along the river and it will set back a levee that is currently on that property to the northern side of the 13.5-acre property. The levee set-back will help restore the floodplain and river channel to improve flood storage capacity and public safety, and it will increase spawning gravels for threatened chinook, steelhead and bull trout. The recommended funding is a significant contribution to this acquisition, given the overall level of requests this year. This levee set back project is currently the highest priority WRIA 7 capital project in the Snoqualmie basin.  

Covington - South Covington Park/Jenkins Creek Trail  	$ 128,516	$ 100,000
Recommendation:  The funding request for this application was revised downward to $128,516 based on updated cost estimates. The project is a 2.25-acre acquisition of two remaining parcels within a three-parcel project area. The project is located on SE Wax Road in Covington, and it will provide a trail crossing that links Covington’s Town Center with a citywide off-road trail system to other parks and green spaces. This project is in a rapidly-developing area of Covington that is underserved by parks and open space. Notably, a 352-unit multi-family apartment complex is currently under construction directly across the road from the project. The project properties contain a portion of Jenkins Creek, which is habitat for coho and other salmonid species and flows parallel to much of the trail corridor. The properties also have wetlands and several large conifers. The project is identified in the Covington Comprehensive Plan, and it is listed in Covington’s Parks Capital Improvement Program. The owners of the parcels have been patiently waiting for Covington to obtain the necessary funding, and King County has allocated a total of $800,000 in CFT funds to this project in the past three years. The Committee feels that the recommended additional funding allocation for this year will provide an appropriate overall CFT contribution.



Federal Way - Hylebos Creek	$ 98,300	$ 98,300
	Recommendation:  This project is a continuation of Federal Way’s efforts for over two decades to protect and restore continuous riparian habitat and wetlands along Hylebos Creek. The property identified for acquisition this year is a 6.92-acre linear parcel located on the east side of Pacific Highway South, south of S. 359th Street. It is adjacent to several other protected properties in the Hylebos Creek wetland owned by Federal Way. The property contains mature second growth forest, much of which is a mapped forested wetland with limited development potential. If this property is acquired, Federal Way will be able to link two large wetland areas on the West Fork of the Hylebos by acquiring one more property in the future. Federal Way has completed an impressive habitat restoration project on the adjacent property, and it will continue this restoration work on the property currently proposed for acquisition. The Hylebos Creek system is habitat for salmonid spawning and juvenile rearing, making it an important component of the WRIA 10 salmon recovery strategy. While this property is encumbered with sensitive area restrictions, it is still possible that it could be developed. Given the relatively lower price for its size, the property’s position as an inholding in the larger Hylebos system, a willing seller, and Federal Way’s long-term history of success on the Hylebos, this this project should be fully funded.  

Issaquah - Issaquah Creek Waterways 	$ 500,000          $ 200,000
	Recommendation:  The Issaquah Creek Waterways project is a multiple-parcel project within the city limits of Issaquah. It has multiple goals of preserving riparian habitat, creating an urban greenway, protecting water quality, and improving the quality of life within the city. Issaquah has been acquiring natural lands along Issaquah Creek for many years. This year, there are several priority parcels identified the application that are located north of Interstate 90 near 220th Place SE. The project helps further the goals of King County’s investments over the years to protect several miles of riparian habitat in the city, along with and Issaquah Creek’s forested headwaters in unincorporated King County. Issaquah Creek is a Tier 1 WRIA 8 conservation priority, as it is habitat for threatened chinook. The creek corridor in the city is habitat for a range of urban wildlife, including osprey, green heron, bald eagle, and even deer and coyote. Part of the project area is also adjacent to the East Lake Sammamish Regional Trail. Issaquah is providing local matching funds from a city park bond, which has helped them to continuously and successfully pursue acquisitions as properties become available. There is intense urban development planned for the city, and the past creek corridor preservation efforts, as well as this current one, will serve the city well for generations to come. The recommended funding level will help Issaquah continue its success with this project. 

Kirkland - Juanita Heights Park/Juanita Cr. Watershed	$ 135,000	$ 135,000
	Recommendation:  This is a six-parcel urban woodland trail connector project that has received partial funding for fiscal year 2016 and is now seeking additional funding for the acquisition of the largest (1.47-acre) parcel. The six parcels together total 2.19 acres, and they are located on the southern slope of Finn Hill at NE 177th Place in Kirkland. The goal of the project is to create a trail that travels from Juanita Heights Park down through these properties and ultimately links to Juanita Beach Park on Lake Washington, via sidewalks on NE 177th Place and 93rd Avenue NE. There is an unopened road right-of-way between the project area and Juanita Heights Park. The local community has been a strong partner in creating the vision, and it will help maintain and steward the trail in the future. The project area is urban forest wildlife habitat, with many migratory songbird species. Kirkland has local matching funds available from a local Park Levy. The recommended funding will allow for acquisition of the largest and most important property in the project. 

Lake Forest Park - SPU Property 	$ 500,000	$ 250,000
	Recommendation:  This project will acquire a two-parcel, 5.6-acre wooded open space on 40th Place NE at the intersection of 45 Place NE, in Lake Forest Park. Part of the property is a steep slope down to a wetland area with a stream that feeds into the Lyons Creek basin. The property is mature second-growth forest that is habitat for wildlife and songbird species, and on its site visit the Committee observed numerous burrows created by mountain beavers. There is a noticeable amount of invasive English ivy that local volunteers are working to control, including the Lake Forest Park Stewardship Foundation. The city arborist is also preparing a forest management plan. The property is owned by Seattle Public Utilities (SPU), which has stated its intention to sell it this year if Lake Forest Park is not able to purchase it. Acquisition of the site has been a longtime Lake Forest Park Stewardship Foundation priority, and this property did receive CFT funding in 2009. Unfortunately, due to the severe economic downturn that year the city was unable to find funding to acquire it and the CFT funds were reallocated. The total cost of the property is not yet clear; the price range is estimated to be between $500,000 and $1,000,000, according to the application. An updated appraisal will need to be conducted. The match commitment by Lake Forest Park is also dependent on an application to the State of Washington that was submitted in May, 2016. The Committee’s funding recommendation will provide Lake Forest Park with significant financial support to help it gain matching funds. Should additional CFT funds be needed, Lake Forest Park can apply to a future round to help make up any funding shortfall.  

Newcastle - May Creek Tributary/Lake Boren  	$ 200,000	$ 199,000
	Recommendation:  This project funding request is a follow-up to a 2015 CFT grant received by Newcastle for two properties at the south end of Lake Boren that contain a portion of Boren Creek (a tributary of May Creek). The project is located just east of Coal Creek Parkway, adjacent to Newcastle’s Lake Boren Park. Newcastle has successfully acquired both properties in the original project scope, and this request is for reimbursement of the shortfall in funding for the purchase of the second of those parcels. It is 3.52 acres in size, and it contains forested wetlands and the creek. This natural greenspace habitat area makes an excellent complement to the grass lawn that comprises most of Lake Boren Park. The project will help expand a nature trail network around Lake Boren Park and help connect the park, via a utility easement trail, to the May Creek Trail. Newcastle is also actively working with local volunteers to restore on-site habitat, and it also plans to expand the habitat area into an adjacent area of Lake Boren Park that is currently a little-used sloping lawn. The recommended funding level is an acknowledgement of Newcastle’s commitment to this project, and its success in acquiring the two properties identified in the original project scope. 

North Bend - Partnering for a Park 	$ 1,000,000	$ 1,000,000
	Recommendation: This project is a three-parcel, 31.86-acre property acquisition that will provide a trailhead and trail access between North Bend and the public trail systems on Rattlesnake Mountain and the Raging River headwaters. It is a partnership between North Bend, the Si View Metropolitan Park District, and the King County Parks Division, with the support of the State Department of Natural Resources (State DNR). The property is located in North Bend along either side of West Ribary Way, immediately south of I-90 and west of I-90 Exit 31. It is mature second-growth forest that provides a separator between North Bend and the Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic area, and it is a scenic viewshed amenity for the thousands of people who travel daily along the I-90/Mountains to Sound National Scenic Byway. The property owners intend to sell as soon as possible, and at the time of the application submittal the owner had an active agreement to sell the property for housing development. The Trust for Public Land (TPL) is stepping in to try to gain an agreement to purchase the property, allowing the agencies time to raise funds and purchase it from TPL. Given its location near a highway interchange and the owner’s desire to sell the property, it is highly threatened with development if not owned by a public park or natural resource agency. The property can provide a trail right-of-way and trailhead parking area that helps meet the increasing demand in the I-90 corridor for trailhead access. While North Bend will own and maintain the property, the project is a partnership with King County and the Si View Park District. Those agencies are very interested in providing additional trail access to serve both local and regional demands. As part of its commitment to the partnership, King County is applying for, and is recommended by the Committee to receive, $250,000 in King County Parks Levy funds for this project. King County will purchase a conservation easement over a portion of the property to help ensure its long term use as open space, given the regional importance. King County has similarly partnered in the past with State DNR to protect the upper Raging River headwaters area and the Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic Area.  

Renton - May Creek – Fawcett South 	        			$ 482,000	$ 400,000
Recommendation:  This project will acquire a 5.2-acre property located on the south side of May Creek between Lake Washington Boulevard North and Interstate 405 in Renton. The property is a forested habitat area located at the entrance of the May Creek Trail, forming the southern half of a critical missing link in the May Creek corridor between I-405 and the East Side Rail Trail, which runs from Renton through Bellevue, Kirkland, Redmond and Woodinville, and into Snohomish County. The May Creek Trail is a multi-agency cooperative effort, with King County and City of Newcastle ownership further to the east. May Creek is a green separator between Newcastle and Renton, and it is a scenic corridor along I-405. There are interpretive historic markers along the May Creek Trail that inform visitors of the life of early European settlers on the property. The creek is habitat for Lake Washington cutthroat trout and coho salmon, and it is also an urban wildlife corridor between Cougar Mountain and Lake Washington. Last year Renton purchased the property directly across May Creek from this property, and it has undertaken impressive habitat restoration there. Renton intends to do similar restoration on this property. The landowner, who is the grandson of the original homesteader on the property, is generously willing to sell it at a reduced price. The Committee feels that the recommended CFT funding for this property is a significant amount, given the heavy demand for CFT funding this year, and it should significantly aid this project in becoming a success. 

Seattle - Bitter Lake Playfield  				$ 1,000,000	$ 1,000,000
Recommendation:  This project will add a 3.5-acre shoreline property on Bitter Lake to the Bitter Lake Playfield in north Seattle’s Bitter Lake Hub Urban Village. The neighborhood around Bitter Lake is high density with many multi-family residential buildings. The local Broadview Community Council has prioritized the acquisition of this property as a top goal for many years. It is owned by the Seattle School District, which has now decided to sell it. The property will provide a passive recreation counterpart to the active recreation opportunities offered at the Bitter Lake Playfield, and the neighborhood’s senior population is particularly interested in this project. There is a significant waterfowl population that benefits from the habitat offered by Bitter Lake, and this in turn provides a passive recreation opportunity for visitors interested in wildlife viewing. At 3.4 acres, the property is a large acquisition for Seattle, and this CFT allocation is likely a first funding installment, because the property value is currently estimated to be in the $4 to $5 million dollar range.    

Seattle - Lake City Urban Village Addition			$ 1,200,000	$ 1,200,000
Recommendation:  The goal of this project is to acquire a 1/3-acre addition to the Lake City Urban Hub Village open space. It is located east of Lake City Way on 33rd Avenue NE, north of NE 125th Street. In response to a lack of open space identified in its park comprehensive plan for the community east of Lake City Way in the Lake City Urban Hub, Seattle purchased a .25-acre property with the help of 2011 CFT funds. Seattle would like to create a more useful and significant open space with the acquisition of this adjacent property, which will more than double the size of the open space. The location was chosen through the community planning process for the Lake City Urban Village Hub. This neighborhood provides a significant amount of affordable housing in north Seattle, and there are many urban services within walking distance. The open space is joined to the north by a playground that is part of a six-story, multiple-building Seattle Housing Authority (SHA) residential housing complex, and SHA has incorporated the original phase of the open space into its site design. Funding for this open space addition will be matched by Seattle Metropolitan Parks funding. This project is recommended to receive the highest allocation of CFT funds for any project this year, which reflects the high cost of providing accessible open space in high density urban centers, as well as the importance of meeting equity and social justice goals in King County and its cities. 

Seattle - Delridge Open Space    				$ 40,000	$ 40,000
Recommendation: This project will acquire a degraded wetland property in the Longfellow Creek drainage in West Seattle’s Delridge neighborhood. The site is located at the corner of 23rd Avenue SW and SW Findlay Street, and is almost one half acre in size. The local community envisions volunteer site restoration projects and environmental education on the property. Downstream in Longfellow Creek there are coho and chum salmon, and this project will help support stream water quality to benefit those species. The site is a surplus property owned by Seattle City Light (SCL), and there is strong community support for its acquisition as a park. SCL has agreed to sell the property to Seattle Parks for $80,000. The rather inexpensive cost of the property makes it a particularly compelling acquisition opportunity, given the many public benefits it can offer. This project is also important for meeting equity and social justice goals, as it is located in an underserved lower-income community. As an indication of the project’s local importance there are five project partners, including the Seattle Green Spaces Coalition, Seattle Tilth, the K-8 STEM program and Louisa Boren School, SCL, and the Nature Consortium. Future on-site classes will be conducted by South Seattle College’s Permaculture class, the Puget Ridge Edible Park, and by Community Orchards of West Seattle. 

Seattle - Lakeridge Park Addition 	         			$ 30,000	$ 30,000
Recommendation: This project is a request for reimbursement for the acquisition of a small inholding property in south Seattle’s Lakeridge Park, which is located near Lake Washington and the city line with Renton. The property is one-eighth of an acre in size, and it is at the north end of Lakeridge Park on Holyoke Way South, south of Rainier Avenue. The park is a second-growth forest ravine with a salmon-bearing stream called Taylor Creek running through it. Since 1997, there has been a major effort to restore the natural habitat of the ravine and the creek by the Friends of Deadhorse Canyon (the name of the ravine in the park), and there is significant wildlife habitat in the park for eagles, red-tail and other smaller hawks, and many other species. WRIA 8 has also approved a significant habitat restoration project at the outlet of the creek into Lake Washington. This property is small and inexpensive, and Seattle has recently acquired it from a willing seller. 
  
Seattle - Longfellow Creek Addition   		       		$ 200,000	$ 200,000
Recommendation: This project consists of acquiring the first of four properties along Longfellow Creek on 24th Avenue SW, near the intersection with 25th Avenue SW in West Seattle. The project will provide an addition to Seattle's 115-acre Longfellow Creek Greenspace, and it will allow for future restoration of the creek channel by Seattle Public Utilities (SPU). All four properties on the street have houses that will be removed. Longfellow Creek is an urban stream system that periodically floods along 24th Avenue SW. Removal of the houses will be done in partnership with SPU, as part of its efforts to improve flood storage capacity and stream functions of the creek. SPU will also replace culverts to allow for improved fish passage and habitat quality. Currently, floods periodically inundate the street and the houses with several feet of water. There is a willing seller on southernmost property, which Seattle has targeted for this year’s acquisition. 

Seattle - Madrona Ravine Addition   		       		$ 250,000	          $ 0
Recommendation:  This project would acquire an approximately .25-acre, 2 parcel inholding in Seattle’s Madrona Ravine. The forested ravine extends through Madrona Park down to Lake Washington and it contains a small intermittent creek with salamanders, songbirds and other avian species. One of the parcels has a house that would be removed. While this is an important inholding worthy of acquisition and funding, Seattle has reported that since it submitted the CFT application, the property has been sold and is no longer available for purchase. 

Seattle - Magnolia Greenbelt   		       			$ 40,000	 $ 40,000
Recommendation: This project will acquire two inholding parcels totaling .4 acres in the Magnolia Greenbelt. The greenbelt is located north of the Magnolia Bridge and it is visually prominent from the bridge, from a nearby cruise ship terminal, and from Elliot Avenue, a major Seattle arterial route. It is also adjacent to the bike trail that runs from Myrtle Edwards Park on Elliot Bay towards the Interbay (between the Magnolia and Queens Anne neighborhoods) and Ballard beyond. The greenbelt is an important buffer between the industrial uses in the Interbay area and the residential neighborhood of Magnolia. Seattle has been working for over 20 years to acquire the Magnolia Greenbelt, and these are two of the last inholdings. The landowners’ willingness to sell the properties has not yet been fully confirmed, but given the relatively small amount of funds needed, the project should be fully funded to give Seattle Parks a chance to gain a successful outcome.  

Seattle - North Beach Natural Area   		       		$ 30,000	 $ 30,000
Recommendation: This project has a goal of acquiring a small, .26-acre woodland ravine inholding parcel in the North Beach Natural Area. It is located on the mapped NW 91st Street, east of 30th Avenue NW in northwest Seattle. The property is adjacent to a road right of way in a steep ravine that will not be developed for a road, but could eventually be de-mapped and added to the natural area. Seattle purchased most of this natural area twenty years ago, and like the Magnolia Greenbelt properties above, Seattle would like to work with the owners and purchase the inholding.  

Snoqualmie - Snoqualmie Riverfront Reach     		$ 1,105,350	$ 150,000
	Recommendation:  This is a multiple-parcel project with a goal of acquiring a passive riverfront park along the Snoqualmie River in the City of Snoqualmie. The project area links the Snoqualmie Valley Regional Trail to the east with Snoqualmie’s historic downtown on Railroad Avenue SE to the west. The first acquisition priorities for CFT funding this year are on SE Park Street and on Park Avenue SE, and labeled “Tier 1” on the application map. King County has provided the vast majority of financial resources for this project, including over $1,000,000 CFT funding in several rounds. Several million dollars in King County Flood Control District (FCD) funds have purchased homes in the 100-year floodway that have been repeatedly flooded. Some of the parcels have invasive blackberry, and the City of Snoqualmie is conducting a long-term effort with the King Conservation District (KCD) to remove these invasive species and to plant other native species. The project has attained a significant degree of success and should be completed in the near term with focused effort. There currently are willing sellers for several properties. The recommended funding will help the project make more progress on another parcel, and it will help leverage local, state or other funding, which the Committee encourages Snoqualmie to make every effort to pursue.

KING COUNTY:  

Snoqualmie Watershed

King County - Emerald Necklace/Soaring Eagle Addn.  CFT: $ 750,000  	$ 200,000
     Parks Levy: $ 750,000	$ 500,000
Recommendation: This project will acquire eight parcels totaling 160 acres along the northern boundary of Soaring Eagle Park. The project will help preserve a forest habitat link between Soaring Eagle Park and King County’s Patterson Creek Natural Area to the northwest. The property is mature second growth forest that forms part of the headwaters for Patterson Creek, which has coho and chinook habitat. It is high quality habitat for bobcat, barred owl, eagles, and migratory songbirds and hawks, plus amphibians that include red-legged frog and Pacific giant salamander, which are Species of Local Importance as designated by King County Comprehensive Plan policy E-436. The project is also part of the Emerald Necklace Trail, a passive use trail that circumnavigates the City of Sammamish and is partially completed in several sections. The Issaquah Alps Trail Club, Mountains to Sound Greenway, Sammamish Friends, Sammamish Walks, and Sammamish Wildlife Habitat are supporters of the trail. The property owner is working with the Trust for Public Land (TPL) to gain an agreement to sell the property. This would allow King County to develop a funding proposal for acquisition of the property, while TPL owns it in the short run to prevent it from being developed. One funding source for the project can be the sale of King County TDR credits recently acquired from King County’s purchase of the 120-acre former State DNR property on Patterson Creek. King County’s TDR interlocal agreement with the City of Sammamish allows those TDRs to be sold to developers for projects in the city, and the sale proceeds can be revolved to purchase of the 160-acre property. 

King County - Griffin Creek Natural Area		CFT:  $ 70,000 	$ 70,000
		 Parks Levy:  $ 70,000 	$ 70,000
Recommendation:  This project is a 6.29-acre inholding in the Griffin Creek Natural Area. The property is situated on both sides of the creek along East Griffin Creek Road NE, and it will add to other habitat properties acquired in the past few years along the creek. Griffin Creek has the most coho of any basin in the Snohomish/Snoqualmie watershed, according to the Snohomish River Basin Salmon Conservation Plan and the WRIA 7 three-year work plan. It is also identified as critical habitat as one of N.O.A.A.’s proposed designated areas for steelhead recovery. The Griffin Creek basin has very little residential development, because most of the basin is located within in the Snoqualmie Tree Farm and permanently protected from development by a King County conservation easement. This presents an opportunity to protect almost all of Griffin Creek basin from development. The Griffin Creek Natural Area is habitat for many avian, upland, and aquatic wildlife species, including black bear, bobcat, cougar, black throated gray warbler, hermit thrush, Pacific slope flycatcher, red-legged frog, long-toed and Pacific salamander, and more.  

King County - Middle Fork Snoqualmie N. A. Addition   CFT:  $ 59,305   	$ 59,305
       Parks Levy:  $ 59,305	$ 59,305
Recommendation:  This project will acquire a 6.51-acre inholding in the Middle Fork Snoqualmie Natural Area, about one quarter mile east of SE Middle Fork Road Bridge, east of North Bend. King County and the State of Washington have been working for over two decades to preserve the Middle Fork Snoqualmie River valley, which is one of the region’s most wild and scenic areas for hiking and river paddling. The headwaters of the Middle Fork begin on U.S. Forest Service lands and extend through state and King County-owned lands towards the city of North Bend. The paving of the Lake Dorothy Road is enabling easier car access to the Middle Fork area, which is seeing a dramatic increase in pubic use, including the popular Mailbox Peak Trailhead. This is placing added development pressure on the few remaining privately-held property inholdings, and King County and State DNR have made it a top priority to acquire them as they become available. The area has some of King County’s highest quality wildlife habitat for bobcat, black bear, cougar, pileated woodpecker, eagle, bull trout, and numerous deep-woods, higher elevation migratory songbirds species like hermit thrush. The project is supported by the Mid-Fork Coalition, the Mountains-to-Sound Greenway Trust, Washington Trails, and several other groups. Full funding of this request will help enable the timely acquisition of the property. 


King County - Mitchell Hill Forest Additions  	 CFT:	$ 750,000  	$ 250,000
   Parks Levy: 	$ 750,000	$ 500,000
Recommendation:  The goal of the Mitchell Hill Forest Additions project is to preserve wildlife corridors and create trail connections on Mitchel Hill, which is located north of I-90 and east of Issaquah. The project area is part of a larger 2,000-acre Duthie Hill/Grand Ridge/Mitchell Hill/Preston Ridge forest complex. This year’s recommended funding is for two target areas. The first area has four adjacent parcels (76 acres) with two landowners. State DNR will partner with King County to purchase the underlying fee simple property, and King County will purchase a conservation easement. They were partially funded last year, but there is still a funding shortfall. These four parcels connect King County’s Mitchell Hill Forest with a large block of forest land owned by State DNR on the north side of Mitchell Hill. They are in the headwaters of Patterson Creek, which is coho and chinook habitat, and they contain second growth forest that is important habitat for upland species, including black bear, cougar and approximately 80 species of resident birds. The second priority acquisition is one of two 40-acre parcels owned by the King County Roads Division, which must sell them as surplus to its needs. These properties were funded two years ago, but when the 76-acre, four-parcel area unexpectedly became available, the funds dedicated to the two Roads Division parcels were redirected to purchase them. The 76-acre, four-parcel area has willing sellers at agreed-upon prices. With the recommended level of funding, King County Parks can purchase them, and purchase the first of the two King County Roads Division properties, with the understanding that the agency will seek additional funding for the second Roads Division property in the future.   

King County - Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic/Access  	 CFT:	            $ 0  	            $ 0  
  Parks Levy: 	 $ 250,000	 $ 250,000
	Recommendation:  This project is a partnership project between the City of North Bend, the Si View Parks District, and the King County Parks Division, with the support of the State DNR. It will provide an additional trailhead and trail access to public lands on Rattlesnake Mountain and Tiger Mountain. For this project, King County will acquire a conservation easement over the same properties described earlier in this report in North Bend’s “Partnering for a Park” project. It is located on both sides of West Ribary Way, immediately south of I-90, and west of I-90 Exit 31 in North Bend. Many I-90 corridor hiking trailheads are filled to capacity on weekends between the late spring and mid fall, and more are needed. King County recently purchased three parcels about one quarter mile further west from this project area on 445th Way to help meet the demand, but it feels that more should be done. The property is adjacent to I-90, and is an important part of the scenic corridor in the Mountains to Sound Greenway below Rattlesnake Mountain. It is regionally significant for this reason, and also for providing passive outdoor recreation access for residents from throughout the county. This is a multiple-parcel property with one owner, and if King County and North Bend are unable to buy all of the parcels, the highest priority should be the parcel adjacent to I-90. 

King County - Snoqualmie at Fall City/Raging River 	  CFT:           $ 0 	              $ 0
	 		   Parks Levy: $ 371,000 	   $ 371,000
	Recommendation:  This is a multiple-parcel project with an overall target of acquiring approximately 207 acres in the alluvial confluence area of the Snoqualmie River and the Raging River, near the unincorporated King County community of Fall City. For this year, which is the third phase of the funding for this project, there are two small parcels totaling two acres proposed for funding. The project is being funded in partnership with the King County Flood Control District, which is undertaking floodplain restoration projects identified in the Snohomish River Basin Salmon Conservation Plan and the King County Flood Hazard Reduction Plan. The broader project will improve river floodplain and habitat functions over almost two miles of riverfront on the Snoqualmie River, much of which will be restored to improve one of King County’s top two spawning habitat areas for chinook. It is a multi-objective proposal that also envisions passive recreation for activities like fishing, or a put-in for canoes, kayaks, and other person-powered watercraft. The site will also have agricultural use on the higher elevations away from the river. The multi-objective uses of the area should be designed in a way that does not preclude maximizing the habitat benefit for chinook and other salmonid species, and for protecting water quality. Most of the 207-acre property was funded previously with CFT, KCPL and other funding sources. The two remaining parcels contain a house and a barn for which future use options, as yet uncertain, are being reviewed as part of the site master planning process. Proposals being considered alternatively include keeping, moving, or removing the structures, with the understanding that CFT and KCPL open space acquisition funds will not be used to pay for the structures if they are retained. 
 
King County - Snoqualmie Forest	  CFT:    $ 25,000           $ 25,000
     Parks Levy:    $ 25,000     	 $ 25,000
Recommendation: This project will undertake initial real estate feasibility work, including title reports, appraisals and preliminary landowner discussions for inholding properties and properties adjacent to King County’s approximately 89,000-acre conservation easement over the Snoqualmie Tree Farm. The Tree Farm conservation easement is located in the zoned Forest Production District (FPD) east of Carnation and Duvall, in the Cascade foothills. When King County purchased the Snoqualmie Tree Farm conservation easement with CFT-backed bonds in 2004, there were certain parcels that the previous landowner, Hancock Timber, did not wish to place under the restrictions of the easement. These included inholding properties, and properties on the edges of the tree farm that might later be developed for residential uses. There are several hundred acres on the periphery of the Tree Farm that have a potential for future development. Many of these properties are visible from the Snoqualmie Valley or lie adjacent to the Snoqualmie Valley Regional Trail, making them significant buffer properties that support the resources contained within tree farm. As a result of the feasibility work, King County may consider strategic fee simple property acquisitions for trailheads or trail connections. There are two large-tract, multiple-square-mile timber blocks along the hilly eastern edges of the forest that are not currently protected with a conservation easement that may also be candidates for further protection. King County will pursue formal discussions on further protection within and adjacent to the Tree Farm with the current Snoqualmie Tree Farm owner, (Campbell Group), but it needs more information on valuation to allow it to meaningfully engage in those discussions. The recommended funding will allow the feasibility work to begin, and for the discussions to be undertaken.  


King County - Snoqualmie Valley Mill Site        CFT:    	$ 175,000  	          $ 0
Parks Levy: 	$ 175,000	$ 296,000
Recommendation: The goal of this multi-year project is to acquire a missing link trail connection and surrounding buffer for the Snoqualmie Valley Regional Trail. The project is located on the north side of the Snoqualmie River, north of King County’s Three Forks Park. The project area is approximately 268 acres (11 parcels) adjacent to the historic Snoqualmie Mill site on SE Reinig Road and SE Mill Pond Road. The first priority is to acquire the 11.8-acre former railroad bed on the eastern portion of the project area, because it is necessary for the trail completion. The larger project area also includes the historic mill pond known as Lake Borst, and the surrounding wetlands and buffer lands adjacent to the trail corridor. King County Parks has had a goal of acquiring this missing link section of the Snoqualmie Valley Regional Trail for over twenty years. The owner, Weyerhaeuser Real Estate Company (WRECO), has recently indicated a willingness to sell the property, contingent upon reaching an agreement on the property value, and on the disposition of any historic environmental contamination that may have impacted the mill pond area. There will need to be due diligence and environmental site inspections before King County is able to acquire the mill pond portion of the project, but King County is hopeful that at a minimum it will be able to acquire the 11.8-acre trail connector property. The recommended KCPL funding takes into account CFT funds previously allocated to the project.

Cedar/Lake Washington Watershed

King County - Cold Creek Natural Area               	      CFT:  	$ 283,500	           $ 0
	 Parks Levy: 	$ 283,500	           $ 0
	Recommendation:  This project has a goal of acquiring a 5.88-acre parcel on Cottage Lake Creek at the outlet from Cottage Lake, east of King County’s Cold Creek Natural Area. It is the second of two properties north of the creek that were proposed for acquisition last year. The first of these, approximately 5 acres, received CFT and KCPL funding and is being acquired. Acquisition of the second property would protect the north side the creek and riparian shoreline along the southern end of Cottage Lake. The proposed project area is wildlife and salmonid species habitat and is designated for acquisition in the WRIA 8 Salmon Conservation Plan as a Tier 1 project. Since this application was submitted, King County has learned that the owner of the parcel is not a willing seller, and King County has withdrawn the funding request. 

King County - Cougar Mountain Park Additions       CFT:    $ 625,500	  $ 50,000
	  Parks Levy:     $ 625,500	$ 350,000
	Recommendation: This project has a goal of acquiring up to 74 acres of mature second growth forest adjacent to Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park. It is located southwest of Newport Way, adjacent to the City of Issaquah. The purpose of the project is to preserve a forest buffer along the hiking trail that goes from Newport Way up into the park, and to buffer the natural resources of the park from additional development. Making the trail connection and buffering this northeast corner of the park has been a priority of the Issaquah Alps Club, the Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust, and King County Parks for decades. As noted in its name, the park is of regional importance. Cougar Mountain has some of the highest biological diversity in King County and it is a popular hiking destination. The Cougar Mountain trail from Newport Way travels through the project area, and it is accessible by public transportation. The project area also serves as a forested community separator between the cities of Issaquah and Bellevue. There are sixteen parcels, three of which are identified on the application map as being the first priority. The funding level recommended by the Committee should be adequate for the acquisition of one or more of these parcels. If more willing landowners in the project area are identified, the project will likely be returning in the future for additional CFT and KCPL funding. 


King County - Cougar-Squak	     CFT:    $ 593,475	$ 250,000
	  Parks Levy:     $ 593,475	$ 550,000
	Recommendation: This project will acquire 28 acres (2 parcels) along State Route 900 (the Issaquah-Renton Road) in the green corridor that connects Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park with Squak Mountain State Park. Completion of a protected natural corridor between the two parks is another long-term goal of the Issaquah Alps Club, the Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust, and the King County and State Parks departments. The first priority is acquisition of the larger property (23.2 acres), which is bordered on three sides by King County and City of Issaquah ownership. This property is currently in a loan default situation, and there is a motivated seller. King County allocated funding for this property almost twenty years ago, but was unable to acquire it at that time. It is primarily a second-growth forest property, with an existing gravel road that leads up to a level area that could be used for trailhead parking. There are currently some code violations relating to unpermitted gravel mining, and the required remedies will likely include fixing drainage problems and removing scattered debris around the parking area before King County becomes the owner. The smaller parcel in the project is 4.86 acres and is located on the southwest side of the Cougar-Squak corridor. It has a willing seller, and the small mobile dwelling on the property will be removed. 

King County - Dorre Don NA Additions (Cedar River)   CFT: $ 245,000 	  $ 50,000
	   Parks Levy:  $ 370,000	$ 325,000
	Recommendation:  This is a 15-acre, four-parcel project that will acquire inholding additions to the Dorre Don Natural Area on the Cedar River, east of the City of Maple Valley. The northernmost and largest property consists of two parcels that are forested and lie within the historic floodplain. The property is in a high quality salmonid habitat area identified in the WRIA 8 Habitat Conservation Plan. There are very large trees on the property that help support multiple songbird and raptor species, as well as elk, bear, and many other upland and aquatic wildlife species. King County is partnering with Forterra to restore the site, including the removal of aggressive knotweed and the planting and maintenance of native plant species. A small house on the property will not be acquired by King County. The Committee also recommends that a total of $50,000, split evenly between CFT and KCPL funds, be allocated to the smaller (.92 acre) Elkington property. In March, 2016 the Committee recommended a reallocation of $410,000 in CFT and KCPL funding to that property, but based on an updated appraisal, the acquisition requires $50,000 to be completed.   

King County - Lower Cedar/Mouth of Taylor Cr. Reach   CFT:  $ 300,000 	$ 300,000
	      Parks Levy:  $ 300,000	$ 300,000
	Recommendation:  The scope of this project includes the acquisition of two properties totaling 9.9 acres on Taylor Creek, located on Maxwell Road near Maple Valley. Taylor Creek is one of four main tributaries to the Cedar River between Landsburg and Lake Washington. The lower portion of the creek near the Cedar River has been the subject of wetland restoration efforts to improve spawning and rearing habitat for juvenile chinook and other salmonid species. This project will allow for an expansion of that restoration area. The adjacent property was acquired and restored over a decade ago, and it provides a good example of the future restoration project that will be undertaken on this property. The project is a partnership with the King County Mitigation Reserves Program (MRP), which has already purchased the westernmost of the two parcels in the project, and will conduct the wetland restoration on both parcels. King County has a signed purchase and sale agreement for the second parcel. The wetland restoration work will greatly complement the restoration work previously done immediately to the west on Taylor Creek. The site is not far from the Cedar River Regional Trail along State Route 169, from which the Lower Taylor Creek Natural Area can serve as an educational resource regarding habitat restoration.

King County - Upper Bear Creek Waterways	      CFT:  	$ 300,000	$ 281,789
                         /Paradise Valley 	Parks Levy: 	$ 350,000	$ 349,695
Recommendation:  Protecting the upper Bear Creek headwaters has been a multi-decade effort that has preserved quality riparian and salmonid habitat properties. The area was listed as a Regionally Significant Resource Area (RSRA) over 25 years ago in the Bear Creek Basin Plan, it was identified as one of six initial pilot project conservation land acquisition areas in the Waterways 2000 program, and it is currently identified as a high priority for protection in the WRIA 8 Salmon Conservation Plan. While much progress has been made, there is more to be done. This year‘s application identifies a 16.8-acre conservation easement and a 5.1-acre fee simple parcel located east of Paradise Lake Road and north of the Woodinville-Duvall Road. They are in the largest remaining unprotected forested area of Bear Creek headwaters in King County. The owner of the parcels has sold other easements to King County in recent years. The owner had intended to place the 5.1-acre fee simple parcel on the market, but has delayed doing so until January, 2017 to allow King County to raise funds for acquisition. The property is currently vacant, but it could be developed, which would place a new house in the center of the habitat conservation area King County has been working so long to preserve. The conservation easement on the 16.8-acre parcel will remove future development potential. That parcel is adjacent to the Northshore the School District’s Timbercrest Junior High School, which lies just outside the Bear Creek basin drainage boundary. The western edge of the easement area contains a pipeline easement that will allow public passive use trail access, and this offers the potential for environmental education access from the school. 

King County - Patterson Creek Natural Area	 CFT:  $ 1,750,000 	$ 25,000
	  Parks Levy:  $ 1,750,000	$ 25,000
	Recommendation:  This project has a goal of acquiring a 39-acre property owned by the Washington State Department of Natural Resources (State DNR). It is adjacent to the Patterson Creek Natural Area just northwest of the boundary between the City of Sammamish and unincorporated King County. State DNR recently sold the adjacent 120 acres to King County for over three million dollars, but King County was unable to purchase the 39-acre parcel due to a difference in opinion over the property’s value. It is part of a larger forest complex that includes the Patterson Creek Natural Area, Soaring Eagle Park, and Hazel Wolf Wetlands, which together total over 1,000 acres of habitat. There are resident bear, bobcat, deer and coyote, numerous avian species, and amphibians. This property would be a good addition to the protected forest complex, but State DNR’s current estimate of value significantly exceeds King County’s estimate, and further work needs to be done to determine the value. On the Committee’s visit to the site there were extensive visible wetlands, and there are legal access issues that could also affect the property value significantly. The Committee recommends funding for an appraisal that includes wetlands delineation work, information on site access, and the potential for development. King County Transferable Development Rights (TDRs) sales proceeds can be used to help acquire this property, since King County has a signed TDR agreement with the neighboring City of Sammamish that places a high priority on protection of the forested area north of the city limits. 


King County - Wetland 14 NA Addition/Spring Lake   CFT: 	$ 375,000	$ 330,000
	  Parks Levy:  $ 375,000         	$ 330,000
Recommendation:  This project has two focus areas at the northern and southern ends of Spring Lake/Lake Desire Park in unincorporated King County, east of Renton. The first priority is a 15-acre parcel with a home, which is bordered on three sides by King County Parks’ ownership. It is adjacent to a bog and pond complex currently called “Wetland 14”, and just to the west is McGarvey Park Open Space. The landowner would like to move and has been patiently waiting for King County to purchase the property. King County will restore the western portion of the 33-acre pond/bog complex to stabilize the plant ecology of the bog, which is susceptible to introduction of excess nutrients caused by historic dredging activity near the bog. Acquisition of the property will allow better public access to the bog, which is currently limited to protect the landowner’s security needs. Acquisition of Wetland 14 was identified as far back as the 1990 Cedar River Basin Plan. The second area in the project is located at the outlet of Peterson Creek on the south end of Lake Desire. There are two parcels (1.5 acres total) that contain shoreline wetlands and a small portion of Peterson Creek, which is high quality salmon habitat. The Committee recommends full funding for this project to allow for the acquisition of both of these high quality focus areas.

King County - Winterbrook Farm	    CFT:  $ 150,000  	           $ 0
	      Parks Levy:  $ 350,000	           $ 0
	Recommendation:  The Winterbrook Farm project was funded last year with $600,000 in CFT and KCPL funds. The goal is to protect an 80-acre, four-parcel farm from development and to provide trail access between Squak Mountain State Park and to Issaquah Creek and the Cedar River via the forests surrounding the Cedar Hills landfill. The farm is located on the south side of SE May Valley Road, adjacent to the southern trailhead of Squak Mountain State Park and the property is owned by the Issaquah School District. A TDR conservation easement would be placed on the property to allow for sale to a farmer at a more affordable price. The northern two parcels along SE May Valley Road would continue to be farmed. MacDonald Creek runs through the property, and there are four Category III wetlands that require 60 to 110 foot buffers. It is a salmon bearing stream with coho within the Issaquah Creek basin. The creek habitat on the property is moderately degraded and requires restoration, making it a Tier III priority in the WRIA 8 Salmon Conservation Plan. The Committee’s recommended funding level last year would secure trail easement rights through the property and TDR development rights over the farmable area, which would accomplish the primary project goals. King County and the owner do not agree on the property value and there is not a strong likelihood of progress in the near term, so the Committee does not recommended additional funding this year. If an agreement over the value can be gained in the future and there is a stronger likelihood of a successful outcome, King County could then re-apply for CFT and KCPL funds. 

Green River Watershed

King County - Lower Newaukum Creek	   CFT:  $ 525,000	 $ 300,000
          		     Parks Levy:  $ 350,000	 $ 300,000
	Recommendation:  The Lower Newaukum Creek project is a multiple-parcel project that will protect riparian habitat in the lower Newaukum Creek basin. This year’s focus area is in the lower Newaukum Creek ravine. It is one of the two most significant chinook and steelhead spawning habitat areas in the (WRIA 9) Green River Watershed. The confluence of the Green River and Lower Newaukum Creek was identified in the Waterways 2000 program two decades ago as a high priority pilot project area, and it has not been fully completed. Newaukum Creek is identified on the Clean Water Act (CWA 303(d) list for water temperature. The State Department of Ecology has prepared a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for the creek as part of the requirement that impaired streams be restored to meet federal water quality standards. Preserving the forest cover in the ravine will help the creek meet its TMDL requirements. The target parcels for this year are located west of 212th Way SE, adjacent to King County-owned lands in the natural area. One additional parcel is not shown on the original acquisition map (parcel 9025), but the map was corrected to include it in the project scope. Lower Newaukum Creek’s steep canyon is pristine forest land with a rich diversity of forest understory plants. It is part of the range for the North Rainier elk herd, a state species of concern, making it a landscape level wildlife corridor connector. 

King County - Lower Soos Creek	   CFT:  $ 160,000	            $ 0
          		    Parks Levy:   $ 160,000	            $ 0	Recommendation:  This two-parcel, 41-acre project would protect streamside riparian habitat to benefit Green River fall chinook salmon and steelhead on Soos Creek, above the creek’s  confluence with the Green River. The primary (28-acre) parcel in this project was recently sold and is no longer available for acquisition by King County. The second parcel is a 13-acre property owned by the Washington State Department of Transportation. It is located at SE 304 Street, near State Route 18. This property is not currently threatened with development; however, King County would like to purchase it in the future for habitat conservation purposes. The applicant has requested that this proposal be withdrawn, and that the State DOT property instead be added to the scope of the existing Soos Creek Park and Trail CFT and KCPL projects, which received fiscal year 2016 CFT and KCPL funding. This will allow the property to be appraised using available unexpended funds that remain in that project. The Soos Creek Park and Trail project is located close to the State DOT parcel, and the Committee recommends the addition of the 13-acre State DOT parcel to that project’s scope for the purposes of conducting an appraisal.  

King County – Middle Newaukum/Big Spring Creek    CFT:  $ 435,000	 $ 300,000
          		    Parks Levy:  $ 435,000	 $ 300,000
	Recommendation:  This is an ongoing multiple-parcel riparian habitat acquisition project that will provide additions to the Big Spring /Newaukum Creek Natural Area. There are two first-priority parcels identified in this year’s application that total 36 acres. They are located east of 248th Avenue SE, on the northern boundary of Enumclaw. The goal is to protect salmon habitat and water quality on Newaukum Creek, and to maintain cold water flow conditions from Big Spring Creek into Newaukum Creek. This project contains important salmonid habitat that contributes significantly to the WRIA 9 strategy for threatened chinook and steelhead recovery. The Newaukum Creek Characterization Report (2007) identifies this wetland complex as one of the most valuable wildlife habitat areas on the Enumclaw Plateau. Species include eagle, red tail hawk, heron, ducks and geese. The natural area also is habitat for sockeye and chum, salmon, and cutthroat trout. The lack of shade cover on much of Newaukum Creek has led to higher stream temperatures, and this has in turn led the creek to be placed on the Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) list for temperature, as well as fecal coliform. This project will help buffer the creek from those impacts by providing a soil filtration buffer and tree shading. These parcels also are part of an urban growth separator between Enumclaw and the agricultural lands and rural area on the plateau. There is one owner who is ready to sell, and another owner who has expressed a willingness to discuss a sale. 



Vashon/Maury Island

King County - Big Beach 	  CFT:  $ 350,000	$ 350,000
          		   Parks Levy:  $ 350,000	$ 350,000
	Recommendation:  This is a multiple-property salt water shoreline protection and improvement project on south Vashon Island. The goal is to restore the natural rate of beach sand and gravel replenishment from the adjacent shoreline bluffs. This will improve nearshore habitat functions that are currently impeded by shoreline armoring with rock or concrete walls, and wood pilings. The project area is located on the southern tip of the Island between SW Bachelor Road and SW 266th Lane, near Inspiration Point. King County has been acquiring property along this shoreline for the past three years with funds from the State of Washington, and last year CFT and KCPL funds were added to the effort. There are two priority parcels totaling 5 acres in this year’s application. They are situated within a broader project area that of 28 parcels and 76 acres, along almost a mile and a half of shoreline. The long term project goal is to create two large natural areas on this shoreline that protect beach sediment replenishment and benefit the intertidal habitat. Quality intertidal habitat is necessary for the reproduction of forage fish that are critical in the life cycle of salmon species from throughout Puget Sound. This is a regionally significant project supported by WRIA 9. The beach also offers appropriate access for environmental education and interpretation. There are willing sellers for the priority properties identified this year. 

King County - Burton Pit	 CFT:             $ 0  	           $ 0
	  Parks Levy:  $ 150,000	$ 150,000
	Recommendation:  This is a single-parcel project that will acquire a 20-acre property containing high quality second-growth forest habitat on Vashon Island. It is located east of Wax Road SW and south of SW 232nd Street. The property is owned by the King County Roads Division, which originally acquired it for a gravel pit, hence the name. The agency indicated three years ago that the property is now considered surplus and will be sold. It is completely forested, and when visiting the site, several Committee members remarked that they thought the property contained some of the nicest understory vegetation habitat they have seen on their site tours in recent years. The property also contains a segment of Fisher Creek, which is a salmon-bearing stream that flows into Quartermaster Harbor. There are existing informal community trails on the property that are enjoyed by local residents and equestrians. King County Parks envisions a trail connection to a broader trail system on Vashon Island in the future. While this property may not be imminently threatened with sale and development, the Committee feels that King County Roads has been patiently waiting to sell it to the King County Parks Division for three years, and the high quality of forest habitat at an attractive price makes it a priority for funding this year. 

King County - Island Center Forest Additions	 CFT:  $ 350,000  	           $ 0
	  Parks Levy:  $ 350,000	           $ 0
	Recommendation:  This project would acquire three properties totaling eight acres to extend a link between Island Center Forest and a proposed loop trail into the Town Center area on Vashon Island. Acquisition of the three parcels would essentially extend the forest closer to the Town Center, and could help support the formal abandonment of 103rd Avenue SW right of way for trail use. 103rd Avenue is currently undeveloped for motorized vehicles, but it serves as a pedestrian way that forms part of the proposed Loop Trail between Vashon Town Center and the Town Center area at the intersection of Vashon Highway SW and SW Cemetery Road. Some Committee members question the near-term threat of 103rd Avenue SW being upgraded for vehicular use, given the severe countywide funding constraints being faced by the King County Roads Division. 

King County - Maury Island Additions/Community Trails   CFT: $ 350,000      	$ 200,000
	     	 Parks Levy: $ 350,000	    	$ 500,000
	Recommendation:  This multiple-parcel trail corridor project will complete a link between the Maury Island Marine Park and the Maury Island Natural Area. It will also help link those parks to the Dockton Park / Natural Area on Quartermaster Harbor. Collectively, these parks and natural areas form one the largest protected shoreline and upland habitat areas on southern Puget Sound. The priority for this year’s funding request is a 20-acre forest parcel that is located north of the Maury Island Natural Area between SW 260th Street and Dockton Road SW. The trail connection is part of the Maury Island Community Trail Plan. The property is mixed second growth madrone and Douglas fir forest habitat, and it is now bordered on three sides by King County Parks’ ownership in the Maury Island Natural Area. This project is supported by several local conservation organizations, including the Vashon Parks District, the Vashon/Maury Island Land Trust (VMILT), the friends of Maury Island Park, and the Vashon Maury Horse Association. There is a willing seller who is also a party in separate negotiations for a four-parcel property in the project scope that is adjacent to Maury Island Marine Park and was previously allocated CFT and KCPL funds. Those negotiations are in process, and the owner is now willing to include the 20-acre parcel as part of the discussion for the acquisition of the other four parcels. 

King County - Maury Island (Vashon) Golf Course	CFT:            $ 0  	           $ 0
	 Parks Levy:    $ 25,000	  $ 25,000
	Recommendation:  This project is a request to fund an appraisal and due diligence review for exploring possibilities to preserve a large undeveloped tract of land that is currently used as the only golf course on Vashon Island and Maury Island. The golf course is apparently in financial difficulties and may go out of business, and before it is sold for development, King County would like to explore options to continue the future use of the property as passive open space or some form of agricultural use. It is located adjacent to a 40-acre wooded property owned by the King County Roads Division that King County Parks intends to acquire in the future. This Roads Division property would be added to the community trail network connecting the Maury Island Natural Area, Maury Island Marine Park and Dockton Park. The golf course property is zoned for five-acre residential development. The recommended funding will allow King County to learn the likely price of the golf course property, which will be necessary for developing future protection strategies in a potentially short time frame. 

King County - Piner Point Natural Area	CFT: 	$ 350,000	$ 250,000
	 Parks Levy:  	$ 350,000	$ 350,000
	Recommendation:  This project is a multiple-year effort to purchase several properties on Piner Point on the south end of Maury Island. There are 4 parcels (8 acres) identified as priorities within a larger 17-acre/24-parcel project area. Piner Point is important nearshore habitat for Puget Sound salmon species, including threatened chinook, as well as many other aquatic and nearshore habitat-dependent species like surf smelt, sea lance, and Pacific herring. It is a bluff-backed shoreline where sand and gravel from the hillside naturally erode down to the beach, feeding an intertidal shoreline sediment drift cell that flows to the north with the Puget Sound currents. Shoreline armoring with large rocks, cement, or wooden piling (often containing a creosote protective layer) impedes natural shoreline functions, which in turn impacts shoreline aquatic species. King County has therefore been acquiring properties at Piner Point for several years to remove shoreline armoring and to restore the natural beach functions. This work can be accomplished property-by-property, with each site restoration contributing to the overall improvement of the shoreline. King County has been able to gain $900,000 for this project from the State of Washington Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program, which is a significant amount of matching funds. The project is identified in the 2008 WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan and the WRIA 9 Prioritization of Marine Shorelines for juvenile Salmonid Habitat Protection and Restoration. 

King County - Spring Beach 	CFT:  	$ 140,000	$ 140,000
	 Parks Levy:  	$ 140,000	$ 140,000
	Recommendation:  The Spring Beach acquisition project will permanently protect 23.75 acres, including 677 feet of marine shoreline on the western shore of Vashon Island. It links over 1,000 feet of permanently protected natural shoreline at King County’s Spring Beach Park with almost one mile of shoreline at Camp Sealth that is permanently protected with a conservation easement held by King County. There are three vacant, forested parcels in the project scope, and King County recently purchased two of these parcels with other funds provided by the State Department of Ecology. The requested CFT and KCPL funding will enable King County to purchase the third property. The VMILT has purchased this parcel with financing to give King County the time it requires to raise additional funds to purchase the property. It was at risk of development, because it has an approved septic design and a well installed on the site. With this acquisition, King County will have permanently protected more than one continuous mile of Puget Sound habitat (fee simple or conservation easement) along western Vashon Island. This project also has about two acres of tidelands with eelgrass in the intertidal zone, a one half-acre sedge wetland, and a handful of old-growth conifer trees that have escaped being cut down. The varied habitat of this project area presents a good opportunity for education regarding nearshore ecology for local school students, residents, or campers from Camp Sealth. The recommended funding will provide the funds necessary for acquisition of the property from the VMILT.  

King County - Vashon Island South - Upland Forest	 CFT:  	$ 500,000	  $ 25,000
	  Parks Levy:  	$ 500,000	$ 175,000
	Recommendation:  This new project has a goal of protecting some of the last remaining large forest tracts on southern Vashon Island. There are 13 parcels in the project area of 508 acres. The goal is to create a third working forest area on Vashon that permanently protects forest resources through King County’s ownership of fee simple lands and conservation easements. The forest would be managed for timber harvesting that helps advance old growth forest characteristics through selective tree thinning. There would be greater ecological benefits from this kind of timber harvest than is currently required under state logging regulations. A longer-term goal of the project includes additional permanent protection of the upland forest at Camp Sealth. Much of the camp that lies further away from Puget Sound is not permanently protected from development, though there is a conservation easement held by King County that permanently protects the shoreline. Conserving forest lands is a part of King County’s response to global warming, as described in its Strategic Climate Action Plan, and another goal of this project is to provide carbon sequestration that helps counter the impacts of climate change. The project will also secure existing community trails on the forest properties that link to the broader trail system being developed on Vashon Island.  



Farmland & TDR Projects
King County - Dairies in King County/TDR	               CFT:   	$ 500,000  	$ 400,000		  	   Parks Levy:                $ 0	           $ 0
	Recommendation:  This project will acquire Transferable Development Rights (TDRs) from dairy farms in King County’s Agricultural Production Districts (APDs) or from associated lands like feedstock fields that support dairy operations. In addition to their primary food production function, King County’s dairies have cultural and scenic values that are a priority of the Conservation Futures program. The project application identifies seven dairies in the Enumclaw Plateau APD, covering 328 acres and 19 parcels. The proceeds of the sale of the TDRs purchased through this project are in the process of being revolved to purchase additional TDRs in agricultural areas, helping the TDR Program move further towards meeting its original vision. Within the next year, the TDR program anticipates selling several million dollars’ worth of TDRs into Seattle, and then having the bulk of those funds available to purchase easements that cover additional farmlands. The Committee acknowledges this success and notes that King County is now acquiring easements over significantly more farms than a few years back, due in no small measure to the partnership between the TDR Program and Agriculture Program. This partnership has a good track record to date, and the recommended funding will help supplement the funds being generated from the sale of TDRs. As an advisory body that is tasked with helping King County protect its natural environment, the Committee is pleased to see in the project application a goal of protecting creek riparian habitat buffers that benefit salmonid species and wildlife.

King County - Farmland Easements in Enumclaw APD    CFT: $ 222,000  	$ 190,000		     	    Parks Levy:            $ 0	           $ 0
	Recommendation:  The goal of this project is to preserve prime agricultural lands within the Enumclaw Plateau Agricultural Production District (APD). The matching funds for the project are 1979 Farmlands Preservation Bond Program funds that were generated from the sale of other farmland easement properties. The sale proceeds must be used to purchase replacement easements over other unprotected farmlands. The King County Farmlands Preservation Program (FPP) easements that will be acquired under this project have different requirements than the farm easements acquired under the TDR Program, due to restrictive requirements of the FPP that are highly focused on the preservation of agricultural soils. There are three parcels totaling 43.86 acres in the project area for this application. The continued loss of farms reduces the density of valuable agricultural soils, and lessens the number farms required to support and maintain the economic basis for healthy agricultural supply and support services. This project helps King County to both protect viable farmland support the broader agricultural economy. 

King County - Farmland Easements in Sammamish APD    CFT: $ 210,000     $ 125,000		     	       Parks Levy:            $ 0	             $ 0
	Recommendation:  Like the project described above that has a goal of helping to preserve farmland in the Enumclaw Plateau APD, this project will similarly protect farmland in the Sammamish Valley APD. The FPP farmland easement projects have parallel goals, attributes, and characteristics, including scenic and cultural values, the prevention of urban sprawl, and providing a density of farms that will allow for the continued market support for agricultural suppliers and related services. There are two farms in the Sammamish APD project totaling 21.36 acres. The first priority is a 6.46-acre farm under the same ownership as an adjacent sixty-acre farm that is protected with an FPP easement. The recommended funding would acquire an FPP easement on this property. The second property in the project is one that was allocated CFT funding several ago, but it did not have a willing seller. The Committee does not recommend funding this property this year, as there is currently not sufficient evidence that the seller is a more willing seller than before. The importance of protecting this farm from development remains very high. It is located just inside the Sammamish APD along the city limits with Woodinville, and there has been sustained pressure to move the urban/rural line so the property can be developed at urban densities. Should the landowner and King County reach an agreement on the value of the property, the farm would become a high priority for acquisition in the future. 

King County - Farmland Acquisition in Lower Green APD   CFT:  $ 300,000    $ 125,000			               Parks Levy:              $ 0            	  $ 0
	Recommendation:  This project has a goal of helping to preserve farmland in the Lower Green River Plateau APD between Kent and Auburn. Like the two projects described above, this one will protect farmland and also has similar non-farm open space benefits. The farms are located between Kent and Auburn, and they serve as an important and scenic urban separator that prevents the two cities from merging into one continuous band of urban development. The APD still has a critical mass of farms that allow for the continuation of agricultural support businesses and services. For this project, King County will purchase farm property outright. It would then lease the land to farmers who are starting out and have not built up the financial resources to purchase their own land. There are five adjacent properties in the project on the west side of the West Valley Highway between South 277th Street and South 287tth Street. Across the road is a large farm that was recently restored from fallow land into tillable farmland; it provides an example of what King County hopes to accomplish with similar properties in this proposal. There are two parcels that the applicant feels may currently have willing sellers, and given the number of farm projects being funded this year, the Committee is recommending funding for one of them. There is a property in the project scope that is almost fully covered with stored landscaping materials, and it was listed for sale last year. This property has code compliance issues, and it would probably need to be a longer term priority after those issues are resolved.  

King County - Protecting Farmland with Regional TDR    CFT:   $ 750,000  	 $ 300,000			  	      Parks Levy:               $ 0              $ 0
	Recommendation:  This is a multiple-year project that acquires Transferable Development Rights (TDRs) from farmlands that are not active dairies and are not included in the Dairies in King County/TDR project described above. The King County TDR Program has agreements with five cities to accept TDRs, with the largest number of TDRs being accepted by Seattle. The TDR agreement with Seattle strongly favors agriculture-based TDRs, including the first 200 accepted, as a way to help support farmers markets in the city. This project supports the King County Executive’s local food initiative goal of returning 400 acres of fallow farmland per year back into active farming. King County hopes to sell several million dollars’ worth of in TDRs into cities this coming year, and these funds will be revolved to purchase additional TDRs, mainly from farm properties. This CFT project has been funded in prior years and it has had continued success. The funding recommended for this year is a meaningful contribution that will allow for additional progress. 

King County - Red Barn Ranch			 CFT: 	$ 161,500	$ 161,500		     	 Parks Levy:              $ 0	            $ 0
	Recommendation: The Red Barn Ranch acquisition project will purchase the fee simple ownership of a 39.69-acre farm on SE 340th Street at SE Lake Moneysmith Road, north of the Green River and east of Auburn. The project will further the promotion of farming activity in King County by providing land to lease to newer farmers. The ranch is owned by the City of Seattle Parks Department, which is selling it as surplus. The King County Agriculture Program is furthering the goals of the Local Food Initiative with this project by training starting farmers and making lands available for lease. There are currently Somali-Bantu refugee farmers and newer American-born farmers associated with the Clean Greens Farm, a small nonprofit organization that is owned and operated by residents of Seattle's Central District. They grow and deliver healthy produce at affordable prices. Seattle Tilth serves between 12 and 15 intern farmers, and it provides small lots for entry level farmers. The intent is to have Seattle Tilth continue at the Red Barn Ranch site. The project is matched with FPP funds, and the Committee supports full funding for the project. 
	       	Funds     		Funds 
Applying Jurisdiction - Project                        		Requested	Recommended          

King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee
Summary of FY 2017 CFT and King County Parks Levy (Regional Open Space Acquisition Fund) 
Funding Recommendations 

	CITIES
	Project name
	 CFT 
Request 
	CFT Recommended
	 KCPL  
Request
	KCPL Recommended
	Project Total
	
Acres
	Council District

	Auburn 
	Watts Property  
	 $ 111,000 
	 $ 111,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 111,000 
	16.0
	7

	Bellevue
	Bellevue Greenway and OS System
	 $ 397,500 
	 $ 397,500 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 397,500 
	4.2
	5/6

	Bothell 
	Wayne Golf Course - Front Nine 
	 $ 1,000,000 
	 $ 200,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 200,000 
	50.0
	1

	Bothell (King Co.) 
	Wayne Golf Course - Back Nine 
	 $ 1,500,000 
	 $ 800,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 800,000 
	39.0
	1

	Carnation 
	Carnation Tolt Commons Park
	 $ 25,000 
	 $ 25,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 25,000 
	.1
	3

	Carnation (King Co.) 
	Tolt River Additions  
	 $ 250,000 
	 $ 200,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 200,000 
	13.5
	3

	Covington
	S. Covington Park/Jenkins Cr. Trail
	 $ 128,516 
	 $ 100,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 100,000 
	2.3
	9

	Federal Way
	Hylebos Creek Conservation
	 $ 98,300 
	 $ 98,300 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 98,300 
	6.9
	7

	Issaquah 
	Issaquah Creek Waterways 
	 $ 500,000 
	 $ 200,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 200,000 
	19.8
	3

	Kirkland
	Juanita Heights Park Exp. & Tr.
	 $ 135,000 
	 $ 135,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 135,000 
	1.5
	1

	Lake Forest Park
	SPU Property 
	 $ 500,000 
	 $ 250,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 250,000 
	5.6
	1

	Newcastle
	Lake Boren/May Creek Tributary 
	 $ 200,000 
	 $ 199,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 199,000 
	3.5
	9

	North Bend 
	Partnering for a Park (Rattlesnake) 
	 $ 1,000,000 
	 $ 1,000,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 1,000,000 
	31.9
	3

	North Bend (King Co.)
	Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic Area 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 250,000 
	 $ 250,000 
	 $ 250,000 
	Same as above
	3

	Renton
	May Creek – Fawcett South
	 $ 482,000 
	 $ 400,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 400,000 
	5.2
	9

	Seattle
	Bitter Lake Playfield Addition
	 $ 1,000,000 
	 $ 1,000,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 1,000,000 
	3.5
	4

	Seattle
	Lake City Urban Village Addition
	 $ 1,200,000 
	 $ 1,200,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 1,200,000 
	.3
	1

	Seattle
	Delridge Open Space
	 $ 40,000 
	 $ 40,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 40,000 
	.5
	8

	Seattle
	Lakeridge Park Addition
	 $ 30,000 
	 $ 30,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 30,000 
	.2
	2

	Seattle
	Longfellow Creek Addition
	 $ 200,000 
	 $ 200,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 200,000 
	.1
	8

	Seattle
	Madrona Ravine Addition
	 $ 250,000 
	 $ 0    
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 0     
	.3
	2

	Seattle
	Magnolia Greenbelt
	 $ 40,000 
	 $ 40,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 40,000 
	.4
	4

	Seattle
	North Beach Natural Area
	 $ 30,000 
	 $ 30,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 30,000 
	.3
	1

	Snoqualmie 
	Snoqualmie Riverfront Reach 
	 $ 1,105,350 
	 $ 150,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 150,000 
	1.5
	3

	 
	CITIES CFT Subtotal
	 $ 10,222,666 
	 $ 6,805,800 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 


Acres indicated are the total acres eligible for acquisition within the project scope. Many projects, particularly King County projects, are multiple-parcel / multiple-year efforts, and not all of the acreage will be purchased in one year, but partial progress can be made. Please see the Committee’s report for project-specific discussions and details.
 (Continued on next page)     

	KING COUNTY 
	PROJECT NAME 
	 CFT Requested
	CFT Recommended
	  KCPL Requested 
	KCPL Recommended
	Project Total
	
Acres
	Council District

	WRIA 7
	Emerald Necklace Trail
	 $ 750,000 
	 $ 200,000 
	 $ 750,000 
	 $ 500,000 
	 $ 700,000 
	160.0
	3

	
	Griffin Creek Natural Area 
	 $ 70,000 
	 $ 70,000 
	 $ 70,000 
	 $ 70,000 
	 $ 140,000 
	6.3
	3

	
	Middle Fork Snoqualmie NA Addition  
	 $ 59,305 
	 $ 59,305 
	 $ 59,305 
	 $ 59,305 
	 $ 118,610 
	6.5
	3

	
	Mitchell Hill Forest Additions 
	 $ 750,000 
	 $ 250,000 
	 $ 750,000 
	 $ 500,000 
	 $ 750,000 
	116.0
	3

	
	Snoqualmie at Fall City /Raging R.
	 $ 0 
	 $  0    
	 $ 371,000 
	 $ 371,000 
	 $ 371,000 
	2.0
	3

	
	Snoqualmie Forest 
	 $ 25,000 
	 $ 25,000 
	 $ 25,000 
	 $ 25,000 
	 $ 50,000 
	TBD
	3

	 
	Snoqualmie Valley Mill Site 
	 $ 175,000 
	 $ 0    
	 $ 175,000 
	 $ 296,000 
	 $ 296,000 
	268.0
	3

	WRIA 8
	Cold Creek Natural Area 
	 $ 283,500 
	 $ 0    
	 $ 283,500 
	$ 0    
	 $ 0     
	5.9
	3

	
	Cougar Mountain Park Additions
	 $ 625,000 
	 $ 50,000 
	 $ 625,000 
	 $ 350,000 
	 $ 400,000 
	74.0
	3

	
	Cougar-Squak 
	 $ 593,475 
	 $ 250,000 
	 $ 593,475 
	 $ 550,000 
	 $ 800,000 
	28.0
	9

	
	Dorre Don NA Addns. (Cedar River )
	 $ 245,000 
	 $ 50,000 
	 $ 370,000 
	 $ 325,000 
	 $ 375,000 
	15.0
	9

	
	Lower Cedar River/Mouth of Taylor 
	 $ 300,000 
	 $ 300,000 
	 $ 300,000 
	 $ 300,000 
	 $ 600,000 
	9.9
	9

	
	Paradise Lake NA (Upper Bear Cr.)
	 $ 300,000 
	 $ 281,789 
	 $ 350,000 
	 $ 349,695 
	 $ 631,484 
	22.0
	3

	
	Patterson Creek Natural Area
	 $ 1,750,000 
	 $ 25,000 
	 $ 1,750,000 
	 $ 25,000 
	 $ 50,000 
	39.0
	3

	
	Wetland 14 Natural Area Addition
	 $ 375,000 
	 $ 330,000 
	 $ 375,000 
	 $ 330,000 
	 $ 660,000 
	17.0
	9

	
	Winterbrook Farm 
	 $ 150,000 
	 $ 0    
	 $ 350,000 
	 $ 0     
	 $ 0     
	80.0
	9

	WRIA 9 
	Lower Newaukum Creek
	 $ 525,000 
	 $  300,000 
	 $ 325,000 
	 $ 300,000 
	 $ 600,000 
	101.0
	9

	
	Lower Soos Creek 
	 $ 160,000 
	 $  0    
	 $ 160,000 
	 $ 0     
	 $ 0     
	41.0
	7

	
	Middle Newaukum/Big Spring Creek 
	 $ 435,000 
	 $ 300,000 
	 $ 435,000 
	 $ 300,000 
	 $ 600,000 
	36.0
	9

	Vashon/Maury 
	Big Beach 
	 $ 350,000 
	 $ 350,000 
	 $ 350,000 
	 $ 350,000 
	 $ 700,000 
	5.0
	8

	
	Burton Pit
	 $ 0   
	 $  0    
	 $ 150,000 
	 $ 150,000 
	 $ 150,000 
	20.0
	8

	
	Island Center Forest Additions
	 $ 350,000 
	 $ 0    
	 $ 350,000 
	 $ 0     
	 $ 0     
	8.0
	8

	
	Maury Island Addn. – Community Trails
	 $ 350,000 
	 $ 200,000 
	 $ 350,000 
	 $ 500,000 
	 $ 700,000 
	20.0
	8

	
	Vashon Golf Course
	 $ 0   
	$ 0 
	 $ 25,000 
	 $ 25,000 
	 $ 25,000 
	53.0
	8

	
	Piner Point Natural Area
	 $ 350,000 
	 $ 250,000 
	 $ 350,000 
	 $ 350,000 
	 $ 600,000 
	8.0
	8

	
	Spring Beach 
	 $ 140,000 
	 $ 140,000 
	 $ 140,000 
	 $ 140,000 
	 $ 280,000 
	23.8
	8

	 
	Vashon Island South Upland Forests
	 $ 500,000 
	 $ 25,000 
	 $ 500,000 
	 $ 175,000 
	 $ 200,000 
	97.0
	8



(Continued on next page)     





	KING COUNTY 
	PROJECT NAME 
	 CFT Requested
	CFT Recommended
	  KCPL Requested 
	KCPL Recommended
	Project Total  
	

Acres
	Council District

	Farm / TDR
	Dairies in King County / TDR
	 $ 500,000 
	 $ 400,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 400,000 
	328.0
	3/7/9

	
	Farmland Easements in Enumclaw   
	 $ 222,000 
	 $ 190,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 190,000 
	43.9
	9

	
	Farmland Easements in Sammamish 
	 $ 210,500 
	 $ 125,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 125,000 
	21.4
	3, 6

	
	Farmland Acquisition: Lower Green 
	 $ 300,000 
	 $ 125,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 125,000 
	47.0
	7

	
	Protecting Farmland Regional TDR
	 $ 750,000 
	 $ 300,000 
	 NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 300,000 
	928.0
	

	 
	Red Barn Ranch
	 $ 161,500 
	 $ 161,500 
	NA 
	 NA 
	 $ 161,500 
	39.7
	7

	
	KING COUNTY Subtotals 
	$11,755,280
	 $ 4,757,594 
	$ 10,582,280 
	 $ 6,591,000 
	 
	
	 

	TOTALS
	
	$21,977,946
	$ 11,563,394 1
	$10,582,280
	$ 6,591,000 2
	$ 18,154,394
	
	



	
	1 includes reallocation
  of $375,166 in CFT funds 
  for nearshore projects
	2 includes reallocation
  of $114,000 in KCPL funds
  for nearshore projects











