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Safe Systems
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In 2021, the U.
experienced a

16-year high in
traffic deaths

=42,915 people

Remembering
all those hurt

@ and killed in @

traffic crashes.



https://www.nhtsa.gov/press-releases/early-estimate-2021-traffic-fatalities
https://www.nhtsa.gov/press-releases/early-estimate-2021-traffic-fatalities

A historic share of all deaths are people outside of vehicles

Share of all traffic fatalites
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Advancing racial, health equity

Total U.S. Traffic Deaths per 100,000 Populations, 2016-2020

American Indian  Black White Hispanic Pacific Islander Asian Total Population

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2016-2020 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates; Fatality Analysis Reporting System

(FARS): 2016-2020 Final File and 2021 Annual Report File (ARF)
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MIDDLE HIGHEST

LOWEST

Crash death rates” in high-income countries

UNITED STATES

CHILE

POLAND

AUSTRIA

CANADA

AUSTRALIA

AVERAGE (EXCLUDING U.S.)
OF 28 HIGH-INCOME COUNTRIES
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SAFE
SYSTEM

Zero is our goal. A Safe System
iS hOW we get there. Source: USDOT, Federal Highway

Administration



https://highways.dot.gov/safety/zero-deaths

VISION 44 (s

is not a slogan...
not a tagline...
not even a program.

Vision Zero is fundamentally
different.

It is a paradigm shift.



Shifting to an Upstream, Safe System Approach

Influencing Policy & Legislation
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Changing Organizational Practices

Fostering Coalitions & Networks
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Educationg Providers

Promoting Community Education

Strengthening Individual Knowledge & Skills
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Credit: Prevention Institute's Spectrum of Prevention




Traditional approach Safe System approach

Improve human behavior =——> Design for human mistakes/limitations

caught dead
wearing black.
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Traditional approach Safe System approach

Control speeding

» Reduce system kinetic energy

Focus on individual speeding = reactive
Less effective & equitable

Focus on making the *system* safer proactively by managing
speeds with physical designs, lower speed limits, etc.

SAFE SPEED: TREATMENTS THAT MINIMIZE INJURIES

Speed through Safe System intersection
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Traditional approach Safe System approach

Individuals are responsible =——> Share responsibility
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Traditional approach Safe System approach

React based on crash history > Proactively identify and address risks

Ex: Left Turn Risk Ex: Installing Leading Pedestrian Intervals
Citywide

4

Added a7+secondLPito ) P
mitigate failure to yield 4 3 / 5
crashes between left
turning vehicles and
pedestrians

ropriate reatment for:
Longer crossings with substantial pedestrian volumes
and frequent turning-vehicle/pedestrian conflicts
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Prioritizing Safety over Speed
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New York City FOR A SAFERNYC

| SPEED
LIMIT '

VISION ZERQ
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B fiyc.gov/Visionzers. ==

First five years of NYC'’s Vision Zero work:

o 26% fewer traffic deaths
e $90 million saved in healthcare costs




Fremont, California

, — 45% reduction in fatal

Wl & severe injuries over
past 5 years:

* Reduced posted speed
limits on 20+ miles

* 12+ protected
intersections

e 30+ Quick-Build
bulb-outs

* Restriped 50% of
arterial roads, reducing
lane widths

» Shifted to brighter LED
street lights




Hoboken, New Jersey

Policy Management Finance More News T Papers Podcasts Webinars Newsld

How Hoboken Has Gone Years
Without a Traffic Death

It's been seven years since the New Jersey
city has seen a traffic fatality, with injuries
down significantly as well. Many of its
improvements could be replicated elsewhere.
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Feb 26, 2024/ Jored By 00000 %
Latest Ney
e Reduced speed limit to 20mph citywide
e Daylighted 78 intersections
pover e |Installed 61 high visibility crosswalks
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Leah Shahum
leah@visionzeronetwork.org
www.visionzeronetwork.org

@visionzeronet
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http://www.visionzeronetwork.org

