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SUBJECT  A briefing on the preliminary recommendations of the Solid Waste Transfer & Waste Export System Plan, and on the waste reduction and recycling elements of the 2007 Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan update. 
SUMMARY  Today’s briefing will describe the preliminary recommendations emerging from the waste export planning process required by the Council through King County Ordinance 14971; additionally a discussion of the status of the county’s Waste Reduction and Recycling Program, as a component of the 2007 Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan, will be provided.
Waste Export Planning Process

The county and participating cities are nearing completion of the major mandate of King County Ordinance 14971, which defined a collaborative planning process in preparation for the export of the county’s solid waste stream.  The process was to involve representation from the cities and the county in the development of a series of ‘milestone reports’ which would address key questions leading to preparation of a Solid Waste Transportation and Export System Plan.  The Council has received and approved each of those four “milestone reports”, which addressed:

· Standards for appropriate levels of service for the transfer system;

· System needs and capacity;

· Public/Private ownership/operations options;

· Costs, rate impacts and financial policy assumptions.

As noted, these milestone reports were intended to lead to recommendations that would guide the development of a waste export system plan.   Working with an advisory structure that includes the Metropolitan Solid Waste Management Advisory Committee, the Interjurisdictional Technical Support Group, and the Solid Waste Advisory Committee, the participants have prepared preliminary recommendations for the consideration of the Council.  

Preliminary Recommendations of proposed Waste Export Plan

Among the highlights of the recommendations are the following:

· Transfer System:
· Five existing transfer stations—First NE, Factoria, Bow Lake, Vashon, and Enumclaw—should each remain part of the system, to be upgraded with capacity to accommodate current needs, including compactor capacity, self haul, and recycling;  

· Three stations—Algona, Houghton and Renton—are not capable of meeting current standards, and are recommended for closure.
· A new station is needed in each of two areas within the county—the north west part of the county, and the south east part of the county.  Through a proposed siting process.  Necessary waste disposal/recycling

· Public/Private Ownership:

· Maintain the current mix of public and private ownership, with publicly provided transfer stations, and the private sector providing collection and processing services for solid waste, recyclables and CDL; upon initiation of waste export, private sector provides ownership/operation of disposal facilities;

· Capacity of Cedar Hills Landfill

· Study options for extending the capacity of Cedar Hills, to take advantage of lower disposal costs compared to waste export.
Metropolitan Solid Waste Management Advisory Committee review

The Metropolitan Solid Waste Management Advisory Committee (MSWMAC), representing cities participating in the regional solid waste system, was scheduled to consider these final recommendations at its September 8, 2006 meeting, leading to formal transmittal of the plan to the Council.  It should be noted that the Council also called for an independent third party review of key questions associated with the waste export plan; that review process is underway, but will probably not be completed prior to the transmittal of the waste export plan; for that reason, the MSWMAC is considering making its approval of the plan conditional, pending completion of the third party review process.  

2007 Comprehensive Plan—Waste Reduction/Recycling Program

Today’s briefing will also feature an update on the development of the 2007 Solid Waste Management Plan, with specific focus on waste reduction and recycling.  A description of the policies that guide the waste reduction and recycling program, program goals, total volumes of materials recycled, and waste reduction/recycling policy issues will be highlighted.  

