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ATTACHMENT A

Homeland Security 

Policy Statement for King County Government

It is the policy of King County that resources devoted to Homeland Security should be in the areas of:

· Protecting the health, safety, and welfare of all King County government employees and the people who live, work, and visit King County.

· Protecting continuity of core government functions.

· Protecting the County’s critical infrastructure including information technology, critical government structures, wastewater treatment facilities, and transportation systems.

In carrying out these policy objectives, King County will:

1. Enhance the safety and security of County government employees, facilities and 

resources:

· Each County department and elected office will identify and prioritize its mission-critical functions, systems and resources.  

· Each County department and elected office will develop or update all-hazard safety and security plans for each of its facilities and will provide training to staff.  The Facilities Management Division will provide technical support and the Office of Emergency Management will provide coordination support to departments and elected offices during this process.

· Each County department and elected office will review its print and electronic information to determine whether any specific items meet the criteria, relating to terrorism, for exemption from public disclosure as defined in RCW 42.17.  All data meeting the exemption requirements from public disclosure shall be restricted from public access.  The Prosecuting Attorney’s Office will provide technical assistance regarding steps necessary to comply with state statutes regarding public access to information.

· King County policy-makers will pursue state legislation that appropriately balances the public’s right to information with homeland security concerns.

2.
Provide timely and appropriate information to employees and the general public:

· Utilizing the National Homeland Security Advisory System as a guide, each County department and elected office will develop specific tasks that its staff will implement to protect mission-critical functions, systems, and resources in response to terrorist threats or attacks.  The level of protection will be increased as the threat level increases.

3.
Communicate and coordinate with other local, regional, state, federal and private agencies prior to and during terrorist incidents affecting King County:

For all County departments and elected offices, the Sheriff’s Office will serve as the primary source of information and confirmation of terrorist threats affecting King County.

The Office of Emergency Management will notify Emergency Operations Center representatives, the Line of Succession, and other jurisdictions of terrorist threats after confirmation is received from the Sheriff’s Office.

4. Use the King County Regional Disaster Plan as the instrument for joint planning 

efforts among all regional partners:

· King County government, in coordination with regional partners, will develop a plan for defining, identifying, prioritizing, and protecting critical infrastructure systems that affect the health, safety and welfare of King County residents.  The County definition of critical infrastructure must be consistent with the state definition.  

· A working group, facilitated by the Office of Emergency Management, will be established with representation by all County departments and elected offices to develop the County critical infrastructure plan.  Initial tasks of this group will include, for each department and elected office, listing its mission and purpose, defining and prioritizing essential government functions mandated by law, identifying and prioritizing functions that directly relate to preservation of public health, safety and welfare, and identifying and prioritizing functions that are essential to achieving the stated mission.

5. Maximize the use of mutual aid agreements, unified coordination, and interoperability with regional partners within King County and jurisdictions outside the County.

6.
Seek all available federal and state Homeland Security resources to bolster the County's ability to prevent and respond to acts of terrorism:

· Pursue funding for Homeland Security initiatives.

