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Puget Sound Regional Council

• Regional Growth, 
Economic and 
Transportation Planning

• Federal transportation 
funds to priority projects

• Regional data and 
forecasts

• Forum for regional issues
• Prosperity Partnership

State RTPOFederal MPO

Introduction
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Prosperity Partnership Co-Chairs

Mark 
Emmert, 
President, 
University 

of 
Washington

John 
Ladenburg, 

Pierce 
County 

Executive

Tomio 
Moriguchi, 
Chairman 
and Chief 
Executive, 
Uwajimaya

Scott 
Carson, 

President 
and CEO, 
Boeing 

Commercial 
Airplanes

Rita Ryder, 
YWCA 

President 
Strategic 
Initiatives

Brad Smith, 
Senior 
Vice-

President, 
Microsoft 

Corporation

Rick 
Bender, 

President, 
Washington 
State Labor 

Council   
AFL-CIO

Charles 
Mitchell, 

Chancellor, 
Seattle 

Community 
College 
District

Introduction
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Prosperity Partner Growth
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Two Pronged Strategy

Overview
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Accomplished 16 2006 Action Items 

Work within the region to 
maximize potential for 
success of a regional 
transportation investment 
ballot measure.

Develop a strategy to 
celebrate and promote arts 
and culture as a strategic 
economic advantage

Develop a vision for the 
life sciences.

Integrate the Regional 
Economic Strategy into the 
VISION 2040 long range 
regional planning document.
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Achievements
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Created New Alliances

• First statewide clean technology  
industry association

• Includes green builders, alternative 
energy businesses and related 
companies

• Over 30 members in its first six 
months of existence

• First statewide  
aerospace industry   
association

• Includes aerospace  
manufacturers, 
suppliers and related  
companies

• 100 members by the 
end of the year

Achievements
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Published Regional Competitiveness Indicators

Achievements
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Addressed Higher Education Problem: 
We produce too few degrees

Achievements

Source:  US Department of Commerce 2004 State Science & Technology Indicators
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Washington’s degree production is not 
concentrated in high demand fields

Achievements
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Higher Education Goals for our State

In order to meet the needs of our students and
workforce, our state’s colleges and universities need 
to produce:

• 36,625 total degrees by 2010 (8,000 over 2005 levels)

• 38,625 total degrees by 2020

PLUS 

• Concentrate those degrees in high demand fields such as 
computer science, engineering, life sciences and 
secondary teachers in math, chemistry, physics, ESL and 
special education

• Add capacity in Community Colleges for accompanying 
two-year degrees.

Achievements
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Filled Existing Capacity in Higher Education

2007 Goal: Fill existing capacity for degrees in high demand 
fields at Washington’s higher education institutions.

Achievements
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Next Steps in Higher Education 

Fund current capacity in high demand, high impact fields.  

Study capital needs beyond current capacity.

3. Develop and implement a public awareness pilot project.

4. Provide more financial aid to encourage students to pursue degrees in 
high demand, high impact fields.

5. Fund FTEs at actual cost.

6. Adopt accountability standards and outcomes-based management of 
higher education. 

7. Commit to a percentage of general fund budget for higher education 
investment. 

Achievements
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Research impact of 
Washington’s business  
closures rate.

Create a new Foreign 
Direct Investment   
Working Group

Finalize efforts in Social   
Capital:
o Cultural Taskforce
o Regional Housing

Strategy Working  
Group

o Minority Economic  
Development Working 
Group

Moving Forward: 2007 Action Items

2007 Actions
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Starting International Benchmarking Project
Comparison to Peer
International Regions:

• Barcelona, Spain
• Daejeon, South Korea
• Dublin, Ireland
• Fukuoka, Japan
• Helsinki, Finland
• Melbourne, Australia
• Munich, Germany
• Stockholm, Sweden

2007 Actions
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Bringing the Region and the State Together

Prosperity Partnership Roundtable 
Field Meetings 
(Next Meeting – King County, 
December 14, 2007)

2007 Actions

Central Washington Tour
June 25-27, 2006
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Adding Two Additional Industry Clusters

Next Steps

Industry Cluster Employment by County

Cluster King Kitsap Pierce Snohomish Total 
Employment

Military 7,400 13,290 23,950 7,610 52,520

Tourism 49,024 2,820 8,730 7,982 68,556

• Tourism: Travel spending generates an estimated $760 million 
in state and local tax revenues annually.
• Military: Sales by Puget Sound companies to local bases total 
$350 million per year. In addition, businesses in the region 
contract with bases in other states and countries, as well as 
directly with the Pentagon.
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Prosperity Partnership 
Fall Luncheon

Thursday, November 1, 2007
11:30 am

The Westin Hotel, Seattle

SAVE THE DATE!

Next Steps



www.prosperitypartnership.org
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