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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2020-0295 would authorize the King County Executive to accept a donation of property on the Greenwater River for conservation and flood risk reduction purposes.

SUMMARY

Under King County Code chapter 2.80, any and all gifts that exceed $2,000 require acceptance on behalf of King County by the King County Council by motion. The proposed motion would accept a donation of a 0.16-acre property on the Greenwater River. The property would be preserved in perpetuity for conservation and flood risk reduction purposes.

BACKGROUND

Under King County Code chapter 2.80, any and all gifts that exceed $2,000 require acceptance on behalf of King County by the King County Council by motion. 

The property proposed for donation is located on the Greenwater River in unincorporated King County north of Greenwater, which is a Census Designated Place in Pierce County. The 0.16-acre property is located in both the floodway and 100-year floodplain of the Greenwater River. It can be accessed via river protection easement from adjacent properties.	

ANALYSIS

The proposed motion would accept a donation of a 0.16-acre property on the Greenwater River (Parcel 9413400120) located in Council District 9. 

The property is identified by the King County Land Conservation Initiative for long-term protection.[footnoteRef:1] According to Executive staff, the proposed motion would enable the Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) to acquire this open space property, removing development potential of a vacant parcel in a high hazard area (floodway).  [1:  King County Land Conservation Advisory Group, Phase 1 Report. January 2017. ] 


The property is currently assessed at $78,000. According to the fiscal note, the Water and Land Resources Division (WLRD) of DNRP anticipates ongoing minor maintenance needs and will absorb the cost within existing budget authority.

Attached to the motion is a King County Water and Land Resources Division Donation Agreement. While the donation agreement does not include any covenants or restrictions about the future use of the property, Executive staff indicate that "all gifts to the King County water and land resources division in the department of natural resources and parks are maintained as open space in perpetuity."

Policy SO-131 in the 2016 King County Open Space Plan addresses the county's stewardship of open space:
[bookmark: _GoBack]	SO-131  King County will steward its open space system and keep these lands in 	perpetuity for open space purposes. Other uses will be considered only if they can be 	demonstrated to be appropriate through a public process. Recommendations for disposing 	of any property shall be carried out in compliance with King County’s codified surplus 	property provisions and based on the County’s public recreation or open space needs. 	Surplus of open space sites must also be consistent with requirements associated with 	their funding sources and Section 897 of the King County Charter Amendment regarding 	the conveyance, surplus and use of high conservation value open space properties

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2020-0295 (and its attachments)
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
4. Map
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