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December 1, 2005
The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

Enclosed for King County Council consideration is an ordinance approving the City of Renton Comprehensive Water System Plan (Plan).  Approval of the Plan is required under K.C.C. 13.24 as a prerequisite to granting right-of-way franchises and construction permits, and to indicate to state regulatory agencies that the Plan is consistent with King County comprehensive plans.  The Plan discusses the system improvements necessary to provide water service to current and future populations served by the City of Renton.

The City of Renton currently provides water service in southern King County to its approximately 50,000 residents.  The majority of the connections to the system are for residential uses (single and multi-family) (85 percent) although several schools, commercial and industrial areas are also served.  Annual average water consumption is approximately 7.7 million gallons per day.  By 2025, the annual average demand is expected to be over 11.8 million gallons per day if no conservation is realized, and approximately 11 million gallons per day with the planned conservation programs implemented. 

The City provided information in the Plan that approximately 10 percent of the water users in Renton use approximately 28 percent of the water used, suggesting significant opportunities for conservation.  However, the City’s conservation program appears to meet or exceed the conservation requirements in the state Department of Health’s guidelines for conservation planning.  The Department of Health has yet to review the City’s plan.  

The City currently produces water from local aquifers and has the installed pumping capacity to meet the 2025 peak day forecast.  It monitors its aquifer levels both from a water supply perspective, and with regard to potential impacts on nearby salmon-bearing streams (such as the Cedar River). 
The City has a capital improvement program for the period 2005 to 2010 of approximately 
$21.5 million to provide system improvements and maintenance.  The capital improvements proposed include modifications to the City’s water storage and distribution systems.
The Utilities and Technical Review Committee (UTRC) reviewed and conditionally approved the Plan on March 16, 2005, pending receipt of additional information.  The requested additional information concerned primarily evaluation of opportunities for use of reclaimed water within the City of Renton, as required by state law, considering the reclaimed water production capacity at the nearby Renton treatment plant, and development opportunities within the City of Renton (e.g., Boeing construction and reconstruction) for the use of reclaimed water.  The UTRC also requested additional information regarding other provisions of the 2003 Municipal Water Law relating to meeting new “duty to serve” requirements, and to evaluating potential water conservation savings.  The City submitted the additional information, which has been incorporated into the plan.  
The City of Renton is within the area covered by the East King County Water Supply Plan, which was last updated in 1998.  A new update of that plan will be considered as part of the regional water supply plan process, which is expected to be underway within the next month. 

On November 10, 2004, the City of Renton issued a Determination of Non-significance for the Plan in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act. 
If you have any questions, please contact Dave Monthie, Acting Chair of the Utilities Technical Review Committee, at 206-296-3782.

Thank you for your review of this proposed ordinance.  I would appreciate your concurrence.  

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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