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EXECUTIVE PROPOSED

2006 KING COUNTY FLOOD HAZARD MANAGEMENT PLAN
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS

May 2006

GOAL

The goal of the public participation process was to work with the general public, stakeholders, floodplain property owners, floodplain business owners, cities, tribes and public agencies to develop floodplain management policies, programs and projects for King County.  The public participation process was developed to meet the requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program's Community Rating System (Activity 511) and the Washington State Growth Management Act (36.70A RCW), as implemented through King County Code Chapter 20.18.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ACTIVITIES

The public participation process included the following activities:

· Citizen's Advisory Committee

· Public Workshops at Beginning of Planning Process
· Public Meetings on Draft Plan
· Public Agency Coordination

· Meetings with Advisory Groups

· Newspaper Articles and Notices

· King County Web Site

· Questionnaires

· Documents Placed in King County Library System

· County Newsletter

· SEPA Review

· Meetings with County groups

CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
A 13-member Advisory Committee was selected from each of the six major river basins in 2004.  The Committee includes members representing major industries in the region; a non-profit environmental group; water resource engineering; wetland biology and botany; three farmers; a recreational boater and angler; and a Certified Floodplain Manager.  Over 50 percent of the members live or work in floodplains.  Postcards were sent to all floodplain property owners in unincorporated King County (approximately 5,000) and floodplain stakeholders from the non-profit, retail, environmental and recreational sectors (approximately 42 businesses or non-profit groups) in July 2004 inviting them to serve on the committee.
PUBLIC WORKSHOPS AT BEGINNING OF PLANNING PROCESS
The purpose of the public workshops was to find out what flooding issues were of concern to the residents and what they wanted addressed in the 2006 King County Flood Hazard Management Plan.  The public workshops were held:
· September 8, 2004 at the North Bend Library, North Bend, WA
· September 13, 2004 at the Auburn Library, Auburn, WA
· September 14, 2004 at the Renton Community Center, Renton, WA
· September 15, 2004 at the Sno-Valley Senior Center, Carnation, WA
The public workshops were advertised by (1) direct mailing to all floodplain property owners (approximately 5,000 post cards mailed August 31, 2004); (2) newspaper announcements; and (3) notice on the King County web page.

PUBLIC MEETINGS ON DRAFT PLAN
Approximately 5,200 post cards were mailed to floodplain property owners in incorporated and unincorporated King County, all 39 cities in King County, state and federal agencies, Native American tribes and other public agencies.  The public meetings were advertised two times in each of the following newspapers:

· The Seattle Times, a daily newspaper, published in Seattle, King County, WA

· The Seattle Post-Intelligencer, a daily newspaper, published in Seattle, King County, WA

· The News Tribune, a daily newspaper, published in Tacoma, Pierce County, WA

The Executive-sponsored public meetings were held:
· February 13, 2006, North Bend Elementary School, North Bend, WA
· February 16, 2006, Auburn Senior Center, Auburn, WA

PUBLIC AGENCIES COORDINATION

The purpose of the public agency meetings was to participate in development of the 2006 King County Flood Hazard Management Plan, as required by RCW 86.12.210 and RCW 86.12.220.  The public agencies helped identify flooding hazards in their jurisdictions and provided general advice to the King County staff.  Multiple mailings were sent to all 39 incorporated cities and towns in King County, adjacent counties, flood control zone districts, diking districts, conservation districts, state and federal agencies and tribes.  Either a paper copy or a CD of the draft 2006 King County Flood Hazard Management Plan was mailed to all 39 incorporated cities, federal and state agencies, and tribes.  Public Agency Meetings:

· July 27, 2004, all agency meeting at Issaquah Salmon Hatchery, Issaquah, WA
· August 11, 2004, Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, Auburn, WA
· August 26, 2004, Green River Flood Control Zone District

· October 6, 2004, City of Seattle, WA
· September 21, 2005, Snoqualmie Watershed Forum (WRIA 7)

· November 2, 2005 all agency meeting at the Issaquah Police Station, Issaquah, WA
· January 18, 2006, Snoqualmie Watershed Forum (WRIA 7)

· February 15, 2006 cities of Duvall, Carnation, Snoqualmie, North Bend, WA
· February 27, 2006, Green River Flood Control Zone District

· March 15, 2006, Snoqualmie Watershed Forum (WRIA 7)

· March 16, 2006, City of Pacific, WA
MEETINGS WITH ADVISORY GROUPS

· October 26, 2004, Cedar River Council

· November 1, 2004, John L. Scott Real Estate office in North Bend, WA
· February 9, 2005, Neighbors Against Flooding, Fall City, WA
· February 28, 2006, Cedar River Council

· March 6, 2006, Maple Valley Unincorporated Area Council
· March 9, 2006, King County Agriculture Commission
· March 28, 2006, Cedar River Council
NEWSPAPER ARTICLES AND NOTICES
· King County News Releases [July 12, 2004; August 25, 2004; February 2, 2006]
· Seattle Times [July 13, 2004; February 6, 2006; February 13, 2006; February 27, 2006; March 2, 2006; March 8, 2006]
· Seattle-Post-Intelligencer [February 6, 2006; February 13, 2006]
· Tacoma News Tribune [February 6, 2006; February 12, 2006; February 13, 2006]
· King County Journal [July 19, 2004; September 14, 2004; February 4, 2006; March 6, 2006; March 7, 2006]
· Snoqualmie Valley Record [September 8, 2004; March 9, 2006]
· Issaquah Press [July 14, 2004; March 8, 2006]
· Vashon-Maury Island Beachcomber [March 8, 2006]
· Daily Journal of Commerce [February 28, 2006]
KING COUNTY WEB SITE
The River and Floodplain Management Unit web site was an important source of information on the 2006 King County Flood Hazard Management Plan.  The web site was used to advertise public workshops and public meetings, post the draft 2006 King County Flood Hazard Management Plan, post the SEPA determination and provide the public with other information on how they can provide comments and participate in the planning process.
QUESTIONNAIRES

The King County website contained a questionnaire on the web site for over four years and the project manager monitored the responses and comments.  All floodplain property owners within King County were notified of this questionnaire via mailings and other outreach mechanisms employed by King County.

DOCUMENTS PLACED IN KING COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM
The public review draft 2006 Flood Hazard Management Plan was available for review at:

Auburn Library



Bellevue Regional Library

Bothell Regional Library

Carnation Library

Duvall Library



Fall City Library

Fairwood Library


Issaquah Library

Kent Regional Library


Muckleshoot Library

North Bend Library


Redmond Library

Skykomish Library


Snoqualmie Library

Tukwila Library

COUNTY NEWSLETTER
An article about the 2006 King County Flood Hazard Management Plan was included in the fall 2004 copy of Downstream News, a publication of the King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks, which is mailed to approximately 11,000 people in King County.

GROWTH MANAGEMENT ACT NOTIFICATION

A notice was mailed to the Washington State Department of Community, Trade and Economic Development as required under RCW 36.70A.106 for compliance with the Growth Management Act.  This notice was forwarded to ten other state agencies for an opportunity to review and comment on the draft 2006 King County Flood Hazard Management Plan.
SEPA REVIEW
The 2006 King County Flood Hazard Management Plan required a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) Threshold Determination.  The 2006 King County Flood Hazard Management Plan is a "non-project action" under SEPA (WAC 197-11-704(2)(b)).  A Determination of Non-Significance (DNS) was issued for the 2006 King County Flood Hazard Management Plan.  Notice requirements for SEPA were provided in accordance with K.C.C. Chapter 20.20, which requires newspaper notices.  In addition, the SEPA Threshold Determination and the Environmental Checklist were mailed to all 39 incorporated cities, state and public agencies, and Indian Tribes.  The SEPA Threshold Determination was also posted on the River and Floodplain Management Unit web site.

MEETINGS WITH COUNTY GROUPS

April 6, 2004, Land and Water Stewardship Section, WLRD, DNRP
April 6, 2004, Water Resource Inventory Areas (WRIA) 9, WLRD, DNRP
July 15, 2004, Water Resource Inventory Areas (WRIA) 7, WLRD, DNRP
August 5, 2004, Office of Rural Resource Programs, WLRD, DNRP
September 27, 2005, Watershed Ecology Team, WLRD, DNRP
October 6, 2005, Watershed Stewardship Team, WLRD, DNRP
January 12, 2006, Office of Rural and Resource Programs, WLRD, DNRP
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