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This staff report has been revised to reflect the additional panelists for the discussion on the cultural and socioeconomic impact of sports in our region.

SUMMARY

The committee will host a panel discussion on the cultural and socioeconomic impact of sports in our region. The panel, including representatives from the Seattle Sports Commission, the Seattle Seahawks and the Seattle Mariners will discuss issues regarding the impact of sports organizations’ community outreach efforts, charitable donations and services, as well as, the broader impact of sports in bringing communities together.    

Today’s panelists and a biography from each speaker are listed below:

Cathy Cooper, Secretary, Seattle Sports Commission. A native of the Pacific Northwest and graduate of Washington State University, Cathy Cooper serves as Washington Federal’s executive advocate for client experience. In this role, she guides service vision, product strategy and brand positioning for Seattle’s largest, locally-headquartered bank. Her board and volunteer experience includes terms as board president for both the Puget Sound American Marketing Association and Neighborhood House, a local non-profit. She currently serves on the marketing committee for the Washington Bankers Association.

Chuck Nelson, Vice-Chair, Seattle Sports Commission. An Everett native, Chuck graduated from the University of Washington in 1982. A college football All-American, Chuck went on to play five-years in the National Football League. Chuck is currently the President and CEO of the Washington Athletic Club and serves or is involved with numerous community boards, organizations and events, including: the Regence BlueShield Community Board, American Cancer Society CEOs against Cancer, American Heart Association Evening with Heart and the Boys & Girls Clubs of King County Champions Council.

Mike Flood, Vice President of Community Outreach, Seattle Seahawks. A Seattle native, Mike graduated from Washington State University with a B.A. in Industrial Education and a Master’s Degree in Education from the University of North Carolina. After serving twenty years in the Coast Guard, Mike retired as a Commander in 1996. After serving as Community Outreach Director for Football Northwest where he helped spearhead the state-wide campaign that resulted in the passage of Referendum 48 to build the new football/soccer stadium and exhibition complex, Mike joined the Seahawks staff in 1997. Mike serves on the boards of the USO Northwest, Camp Patriot, Association of Washington Generals, WSU Marketing Committee and the Renton Chamber of Commerce. In 2012, Flood was awarded the Outstanding Service to Veterans award from the Washington Department of Veterans Affairs.

Jordan Babineaux, NFL Host and Analyst, Former Seattle Seahawks and Tennessee Titans Defensive Back. Jordan Babineaux, enters his fifth season as an NFL Host and Analyst. He spent nine seasons in the NFL before retiring after the 2012 NFL season and quickly transitioned to TV appearing on NFL Network. Sign as an undrafted free agent with the Seahawks in 2004, His aforementioned nine-year career saw him spend his first seven pro seasons with the Seahawks, before playing his final two years with the Tennessee Titans. Of his 600 career NFL tackles, his most notable stop came in Seattle’s 2006 NFC Wild Card game with the Dallas Cowboys that saw “Big Play Babs” take down Tony Romo after a botched snap on a potential game-winning field goal.

With a Bachelor's Degree in Mass Communications from Southern Arkansas University, Babineaux, was named Seattle Seahawks Digital Media Producer and Host in 2015. In addition, Babineaux co-hosts the Seattle Seahawks 710 ESPN pre- game radio show and Fox Q-13 post-game TV broadcast.

Joe Chard, Vice President of Corporate Business and Community Relations, Seattle Mariners. Joe Chard is in his 28th season with the Mariners, his 17th since being promoted to Vice President of Corporate Business and Community Relations. Joe oversees the Mariners corporate sponsorship and radio sales, as well as, all aspects of the Mariners community relations efforts. Joe was originally hired as Director of Community Relations by the Mariners in September of 1990. He was instrumental in establishing Mariners Care, the club’s non-profit foundation, which has become a national model. Last season, Mariners Care provided over $1 million to local charities, thousands of tickets to Mariners games and hundreds of personal visits by players to hospitals, schools and youth organizations throughout the Northwest. Prior to joining the Mariners, Joe was Executive Director of the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation of Washington. A Seattle native, Joe graduated from Carroll College in Montana. 
Melissa Robertson, Deputy General Counsel at the Seattle Mariners Baseball Club.  She joined the Mariners as in-house counsel in April 2008 after five years at Perkins Coie in Seattle.  At Perkins Coie, her primary practice areas included construction law and employment litigation.  Ms. Robertson assisted public and private clients resolve disputes through negotiation, alternate dispute resolution, and litigation.  She drafted and negotiated construction, architectural, and consultant agreements, worked on a diverse group of public and private construction projects, advised clients on labor and employment issues, and litigated various employment disputes.  She also served as outside counsel to the Mariners, handling a wide variety of transactions including construction agreements, licenses, sponsorships, and other ballpark agreements.  Since joining the Mariners, Ms. Robertson serves as a legal resource to all departments at the Mariners including baseball operations, ballpark operations, corporate business, marketing, human resources, and sales, and acts as counsel to the Mariners non-profit foundation, Mariners Care.  She also serves on the Board of Directors for YWCA Seattle/King/Snohomish.      

Ms. Robertson is a 1998 honors graduate of Scripps College in Claremont, California.  She received her law degree in 2003 from University of Washington School of Law, where she was Executive Articles Editor for the Washington Law Review.  During law school, Ms. Robertson served as an extern for Judge Pechman in the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Washington.  Born and raised in Seattle, Melissa lives in Pioneer Square with her pug dog, Hunter S. Pug, and loves walking to work at Safeco Field every day.     

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dave Valle, former Seattle Mariners, Baseball Analyst, and President and C-Founder of Esperanza International. Dave was the club’s second round draft pick in 1978.  Dave was an excellent defensive catcher who spent the first 10 seasons (1984-93) of his 13-year Major League career with the Mariners, before finishing his career with the Boston Red Sox (1994), Milwaukee Brewers (1994) and Texas Rangers (1995-96). Dave and his wife Vicki have lived in the Seattle area ever since.  After his playing career, he has served as an analyst for the Mariners TV and radio networks.  Dave is currently a commentator for ROOT Sports Northwest and nationally on MLB Network.

Mr. Valle is very active in many community causes in the Northwest.  He is also the President, co-founder and board chairman of Esperanza International, a non-profit community development organization established in 1995 and based in the Dominican Republic and Haiti. Esperanza International serves economically disadvantaged people through microfinance loans, health care and education by facilitating community-based sustainable development programs.
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