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Metropolitan King County Council
Mobility and Environment Committee
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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2019-0153 would confirm the appointment of Kathy Minsch, who resides in District 8, for a partial term to the WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee;

Proposed Motion 2019-0154 would confirm the appointment of Robert Elwell, who resides in District 7, for a partial term to the WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee;

Proposed Motion 2019-0155 would confirm the appointment of Nathan Karres, who resides in District 2, for a partial term to the WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee.

BACKGROUND

The Council has provided direction for the WaterWorks water quality grants program by establishing a grants ranking committee to develop recommendations for award of funding to applicant water quality improvement projects, and by establishing criteria for selection of projects (Ordinance 18031).  Council specified membership on the grant ranking committee (Ordinance 18261), to include one technical specialist, three positions representing the Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee (MWPAAC), and nine positions representing Council districts, recommended to the Executive by Councilmembers. Members serve three-year terms; appointments are confirmed by Council.

APPOINTEE INFORMATION

Kathy Minsch, District 8  Proposed Motion 2019-0153 provides for the appointment of Kathy Minsch, who resides in District 8, to the WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee, as the Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee (MWPAAC)-City of Seattle representative.  Ms. Minsch is currently employed as a Strategic Advisor, Regional and Funding Liaison with Seattle Public Utilities.  Ms. Minsch has been involved with various aspects of watershed-related grant programs, either running grant programs, serving on grant review committees, or advising colleagues on filling out applications.  Ms. Minsch holds an Executive Masters of Public Administration from the University of Washington, graduating in 2008. Ms. Minsch is being appointed for the remainder of a three-year term to expire on September 30, 2021. 

Robert Elwell, District 7  Proposed Motion 2019-0154 provides for the appointment of Robert Elwell, who resides in District 7, to the WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee, as the Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee (MWPAAC)-City of Auburn representative.  Mr. Elwell is currently employed as a Sewer Utility Engineer with the City of Auburn; he participates as a member of the Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee.  Mr. Elwell attended West Point Military Academy, graduating in 1987, and Western Washington University, graduating in 1993.  Mr. Elwell is being appointed for a partial term to expire on September 30, 2020. 

Nathan Karres, District 2  Proposed Motion 2019-0155 provides for the appointment of Nathan Karres, who resides in District 2, to the WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee, filling the water quality technical specialist position.  Mr. Karres is currently employed as a Senior Freshwater Scientist with The Nature Conservancy.  In that position, he serves as scientific staff in support of multiple watershed conservation projects.  He has administered subgrants and provided oversight of subgrantee activities in previous positions; he also has participated as a grant application reviewer for Techstars Sustainability Accelerator, providing scored recommendations for water sector proposals.  Mr. Karres holds a Master of Environmental Management degree from the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies, graduating in 2010.  Mr. Karres is being appointed for the remainder of a three-year term to expire on September 30, 2021. 

ANALYSIS

Staff has not identified any issues with the proposed appointments. They appear to be consistent with the requirements of the Ordinance 18261, defining Committee membership.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2019-0153 (attachments available upon request)
2. Transmittal Letter dated March 19, 2019
3. Proposed Motion 2019-0154 (attachments available upon request)
4. Transmittal Letter dated March 19, 2019
5. Proposed Motion 2019-0155 (attachments available upon request)
6. Transmittal Letter dated March 19, 2019
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