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summary
Proposed Motion 2013-0396 (Att. 1) would make an appointment to fill the vacancy in the position of state representative for the 41st Legislative District.
COMMITTEE ACTION
On September 4th, the Committee of the Whole approved Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2013-0396, as amended, with a “do pass” recommendation.

BACKGROUND
The 41st Legislative District includes all or parts of the communities of Bellevue, Factoria, Issaquah, Mercer Island, Newcastle, and Renton, among others. The boundaries of the district are shown in the attached map (Att. 2).
One of the state representatives for the  41st Legislative District, Representative Marcie Maxwell, resigned effective 15 July 2013 to become Senior Education Policy Advisor in the Legislative Affairs and Policy Office of Governor Jay Inslee (Att. 3). This has created a vacancy in one of the two positions of state representative for the 41st District.
As King County’s legislative authority, the Council is responsible for making an appointment to fill the vacancy in the position of state representative for the 41st Legislative District. Washington Constitution, art. II, § 15 (Att. 4).
The appointee must be from “the same political party as the legislator or partisan county elective officer whose office has been vacated, and shall be one of three persons who shall be nominated by the county central committee of that party.” Washington Constitution, art. II, § 15 (Att. 4).
The Council must make the appointment “within sixty days after the vacancy occurs.” Washington Constitution, art. II, § 15 (Att. 4). Since this vacancy occurred on 15 July 2013, the Council must act no later than Friday, 13 September 2013.
The person appointed by the Council will serve until certification of the election of a successor in November of 2014. RCW 29A.24.171 (Att. 5)
THE NOMINEES
As provided in the state constitution, the King County Democratic Central Committee (“KCDCC”) has nominated the following candidates to fill the current vacancy:
1. Ms. Tara Senn 

2. Mr. David Ellis

3. Mr. George Pieper II
The nominees are listed in order of preference. As described in a 22 August 2013 letter from Karl de Jong, chair of King County Democrats (Att. 6):

The candidates are presented in ranked order as they were voted for and nominated by the 41st Legislative District Democratic Party organization and subsequently unanimously ratified by the King County Democratic Central Committee. You should consider the ranking as the preferred order in which the Democratic Party would expect the Council to consider these candidates.

Biographical information on the nominees, consisting of the questionnaire that each nominee completed as part of the nomination process, is included in these materials as Attachments 7 through 9.
Two recent news articles about the nomination process are also attached (Atts. 10 and 11).
AMENDMENT

The committee amended the legislation to insert the name Tana Senn as the appointee

[image: image1.png]