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STAFF REPORT
SUBJECT:
This proposed ordinance, if approved by the Council, will authorize the establishment of the SE Mount Si Road at the crossing of the Middle Fork of the Snoqualmie River and allow the Department of Transportation to move forward with right-of-way acquisition and completion of final design.  
SUMMARY:
This proposed ordinance is closely related to Proposed Ordinance 2006-0091, involving the condemnation of certain property to allow for a new alignment of the Mount Si Bridge.  In accordance with the provisions of RCW 36.81.050, the County Road Engineer must report upon the necessity of establishing a new county road and provide an examination of the specific road configuration and estimated construction costs.  In this case, the proposed new bridge alignment is outside of the existing county-owned right of way and requires the acquisition of land from other property owners.  Therefore, a new right of way needs to be established.  Proposed Ordinance 2006-0092 is the mechanism for the Council to determine and approve whether the proposed new road/bridge alignment is a public necessity.  The ordinance materials include the necessary findings needed to establish the road and provide for new right-of-way needed for the replacement and realignment of the Mount Si Bridge.  Approval of both the “establishment” and the “condemnation” ordinance are necessary to allow the project to move forward. 
BACKGROUND:
King County Roads Capital Improvement Project (CIP) #200994 calls for the replacement of the existing Mount Si Bridge No. 2550A.  The bridge was originally constructed in 1904 over the White River and relocated to its current location in 1955.  It is currently in a deteriorated condition, and has a very low sufficiency rating.  Deficient aspects of the bridge include: seismic vulnerability, low overhead clearance, narrow width, rotting timber supports, and substandard sight distance, approaches and guardrails.  The existing substandard bridge alignments create unsafe conditions for motorists and the narrowness of the bridge (19 feet or 9.5 feet per lane) and lack of shoulders or sidewalks also makes it unsafe for pedestrians and bicyclists crossing the bridge.  
The Mount Si Bridge is located in Council District 3 and crosses the Middle Fork of the Snoqualmie River.  It is a 172-foot steel truss carrying two lanes of traffic on SE Mount Si Road to the southeast of the City of North Bend.  While the road is classified as a minor collector arterial, it provides sole access to a growing community north of the river consisting of more than 400 homes and several recreation areas including the Mount Si Natural Resources Conservation Area, and the Mount Baker Snoqualmie National Forest.  As such, it is considered a “lifeline” route.  The project is currently in the design phase and construction is proposed to begin in early 2007.
A total of five alignment alternatives were considered for the project and the preferred alternative that was chosen includes placing the new bridge approximately 100 feet downstream of the existing bridge.  The preferred alignment alternative, known as Alignment 4A, was selected following a detailed evaluation of environmental, construction, social and economic impacts. The new alignment will improve the roadway geometry deficiencies and include two travel lanes, two shoulders and a sidewalk for non-motorized traffic.  In addition, this alternative has the least impact to adjacent properties, and is the lowest construction cost alternative.    
Environmental and Historical Mitigation Measures
A number of environmental and historical mitigation measures will be included in the construction of the project.  As a result, a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) determination was issued for the project on November 9, 2005.  The existing bridge will remain open during construction of the replacement bridge.  
The existing Mount Si Bridge is the second oldest bridge in King County, and is listed as one of the bridges on the King County Landmarks list.  The bridge was first added to the list of historic bridges by the Landmarks and Heritage Commission in 1997.  The bridge was designated as a Landmark because of its engineering design significance.  It is the last remaining Pratt/Parker pin-connected truss bridge in the county.  This bridge type was most common between 1885 and 1920.  In addition to being a King County Landmark, the bridge was nominated and approved in 2002 for the Washington State Heritage Register.
Once a property has been designated as a King County Landmark, it is subject to design review procedures any time the owner wishes to make significant changes to or demolish the landmark.  An application for a Certificate of Appropriateness must be filed and a consultation meeting must be held between the owner and the Landmarks Commission.
  If the parties agree, a recommendation of approval is brought before the Commission.  In the case of the Mount Si Bridge, a Type III Certificate of Appropriateness has been filed with the Landmarks Commission and is pending approval.  The Road Services Division has given two presentations to the Commission and a public hearing on the Certificate of Appropriateness is scheduled for March 9, 2006.  
The Road Services Division and the Department of Natural Resources and Parks have discussed the possible re-use of the bridge as a trail bride at two locations (Green River and White River trail crossings).  It appears the bridge is not long enough for the Green River Trail but a feasibility study is underway to determine whether the White River trail may be suitable.  
ISSUES:

Advertising requirements – RCW 36.81.070 states that the Council shall set a date for a public hearing and publish a notice for two successive weeks in an appropriate newspaper.  The RCW also states that a notice must also be posted at the termini of the road being established for at least twenty days prior to Council approval.  Council staff has worked with the Clerk’s Office to prepare an advertisement that will be published following the Committee’s approval of the ordinance.  If the Committee approves the ordinance today, the full Council could hold a public hearing as soon as April 3, 2006 following the appropriate advertising period.  It will take longer to approve this proposed ordinance than the condemnation ordinance (2006-0091).  
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2006-0092 with attachments 
INVITED:
Paulette Norman, County Road Engineer, Road Services Division
Rick Brater, Engineering Manager, Road Services Division

Jim Markus, Supervising Engineer, Road Services Division

� King County Code 20.62.080 outlines three types of certificates of appropriateness.  Type I is for major repairs.  Type II is for alterations in appearance, replacement of historic materials and new construction.  Type III is for demolition, or moving.  
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