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Metropolitan King County Council
Government Accountability and Oversight Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]6
	Name:
	Katherine Cortes

	Proposed No.:
	2015-0478
	Date:
	December 8, 2015



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2015-0478 would confirm the appointment made by the Employment and Administration Committee of Kristina Swanson to the Citizens’ Elections Oversight Committee.

SUMMARY

Appointments to the Citizens’ Election Oversight Committee (CEOC) are made by the King County Council’s Employment and Administration Committee and are subject to confirmation by the full Council. 

This motion would confirm the appointment of Kristina Swanson to the CEOC.as an ex-officio member representing the Washington State Association of County Auditors. Ms. Swanson currently serves as the Cowlitz County auditor. The position has been vacant since the resignation of Snohomish County auditor Carolyn Weikel in June 2015.

BACKGROUND 

The Citizens’ Election Oversight Committee (CEOC) was created by the King County Council and is tasked to help King County restore and maintain public confidence in elections by making appropriate recommendations to the Council. 

Under King County Code 2.53, 14 members represent named types of organizations or sectors of the community, including two at-large representatives of the electorate, and ex-officio, nonvoting members representing the Secretary of State’s office and the Washington State Association of County Auditors (WSACA).

Ex-officio members serve indefinitely, at the pleasure of their office or association. (Other members serve 3-year terms.) There are no term limits for this committee.  

ANALYSIS

WSACA nominated Kristina Swanson in September to represent their organization on the CEOC. Ms. Swanson’s application materials were circulated to all Councilmembers and current members of the CEOC as required by the Council’s Administrative Procedures for filling CEOC vacancies.

Also consistent with these guidelines and County Code, the Employment and Administration Committee appointed Ms. Swanson to the CEOC position on November 2, 2015. Proposed Motion 2015-0478 would confirm this appointment.

Ms. Swanson began her career in elections administration in 1991 serving as Elections Supervisor in Cowlitz County.  She was elected as Cowlitz County Auditor in 1998 and is currently serving in her fifth term.

A table of all CEOC members/positions is provided as Attachment 2 to this staff report. There are currently two additional vacancies on the CEOC: 

· an individual to represent a junior taxing district (which has been open since 2013); and
· an individual to represent the Washington State Republican Party (open since 2014).  

The Washington State Republican Party has forwarded a nomination to the Council, which is scheduled to be considered by the EAC on December 14.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2015-0478
2. Citizens Election Oversight Committee Membership Roster (December 2015)


INVITED

1. Kristina Swanson, Cowlitz County Auditor
2. Ellen Hansen, Chair, Citizens Election Oversight Committee





image1.png
kil

King County




