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Metropolitan King County Council
Growth Management and Unincorporated Areas Committee

Staff Report

	Agenda Item No.:
	3
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	Lauren Smith

	Ordinance #:
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	Date:
	May 18 2004

	Attending:
	Karen Wolf, Office of the Executive

Paul Reitenbach, DDES
	
	


SUBJECT:
A briefing on Executive-proposed amendments to King County development regulations that would impact the urban unincorporated area.
SUMMARY:

Changes to Title 19A (Land Segregation) include:

· Prohibiting adjacent short plats on parcels of common ownership in the Urban Growth Area.

Changes to Title 21A (Zoning) include the following related to cottage housing:

· Adding the following new definition of cottage housing: detached single family dwellings located on a commonly owned parcel with common open space;

· Adds cottage housing as a permitted use in the R4 - R8 zones;

· Limits cottage housing to developments no larger than one acre in size, which may not be adjacent to another cottage housing development if the two developments together would exceed one acre in size;

· Each cottage housing development is limited to between three and sixteen units;

· The base height limit for cottage housing is eighteen feet, with an allowance that buildings having pitched roofs with a minimum slope of six and twelve may extend up to twenty-five feet at the ridge of the roof;

· Maximum residential densities may be exceeded for cottage housing developments in the R4 - R8 zones, up to 200% of the base density of the underlying zone;

· Each unit in a cottage housing development can be no larger than 1,200 square feet (including any enclosed parking) with a footprint no bigger than nine hundred square feet;

· The open space / common area of a cottage housing development must be at least 250 square feet in size;

· At least fifty percent of the units in a cottage housing development must be clustered around the open space / common area, and the units must be at least ten feet apart; and
· Fences within cottage housing developments are limited to three feet in height; fences along the perimeter of the development are limited to six feet in height.
ATTACHMENTS:
1. none
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