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September 30, 2019


The Honorable Rod Dembowski
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Dembowski:

This letter transmits a proposed ordinance that, if enacted, will create the King County Puget Sound Taxpayer Accountability Account Fund identifying the Department of Community and Human Services as the Fund Manager. The proposed ordinance would also add a new section to the King County Code, Chapter 4. Action on this legislation enables King County to take the necessary next steps to prepare for the implementation of the King County Puget Sound Taxpayer Accountability Account (PSTAA). A companion proposed ordinance seeking appropriation of PSTAA funds is transmitted separately. 

The fund is established to collect revenue from the Puget Sound Taxpayer Accountability Account created by Revised Code of Washington 43.79.520.  Moneys in the fund must be used consistent with Washington state law requirements for Puget Sound Taxpayer Accountability Account proceeds.

The overarching purpose of PSTAA, created by the Washington State Legislature in March 2019, is to generate funding to improve educational outcomes for children and youth from early childhood learning through higher education. Per the state legislation, funds for PSTAA will come from a sales and use tax offset fee on construction of Sound Transit 3 projects through 2035. 

Metropolitan King County Council passed Motion 15492 on August 28, 2019 identifying three priority areas for investing King County PSTAA funds: 
1. Early learning
2. K-12 education for vulnerable and underserved children and youth
3. College, career and technical education.

Motion 15492 directs King County PSTAA investments in “programs and facilities designed to improve educational outcomes for students in vulnerable and underserved populations, including: children and youth of color; children and youth from families at or below two hundred percent of the federal poverty level; children and youth who are homeless, in the child welfare system or are at risk of being involved or involved in the juvenile justice system; children and youth with disabilities; children and youth who identify as LGBTQ; or otherwise vulnerable children and youth.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Approval of this legislation positions King County to alignment with the King County Strategic Plan and the King County Equity and Social Justice Initiative by enabling support for the optimal growth and development of children and youth throughout our region.  

Thank you for your consideration of this very important legislation. I look forward to working with the County Council and the community to ensure equitable opportunities for all children and youth to achieve their educational goals and enter adulthood healthy and thriving.  

If your staff have any questions, please feel free to contact Leo Flor, Department of Community and Human Services Director, at 206-477-8384.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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