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Metropolitan King County Council

Utilities Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	3
	Name:
	Peggy Dorothy

	Proposed No.:
	2002-0292
	Date:
	July 9, 2002

	Attending:
	Bernard Thompson, King County Property Services

Bruce Bennett, Chair, Utilities Technical Review Committee


SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE approving a franchise for the city of Redmond to construct, operate and maintain a water system in council district 3, and authorizing the executive to execute the franchise agreement.
SUMMARY:  All utilities operating in the County’s right-of-way are required to hold valid franchises as a prerequisite to approval of permits for facility placement and construction work.  Franchise agreements must be consistent with the county’s comprehensive plan and with comprehensive plans for the utilities seeking the franchise agreement.

Proposed Ordinance 2002-0292 would amend franchise 9036 which was granted to the City of Redmond to construct, operate and maintain its water system within the county rights of way to serve single family, multi-family and commercial properties.  The amendment to franchise 9036 will allow the city of Redmond to provide water service to a portion of the Trilogy at Redmond Ridge Master Plan Development (MPD) that currently has no water service provider.  (See Attachments 1a and 1b)  The Trilogy MPD received final plat approval from the King County Council on December 3, 2001.  
Franchise 9036 was approved by the King County council in 1993 by Motion 9036.  Franchise 9036 is consistent with the city of Redmond’s 1992 Water Comprehensive Plan which was approved by the King County council by Ordinance 10765.  

The city of Redmond, through an interlocal arrangement with the Woodinville water district, agreed to provide water service to that portion of the Trilogy MPD with no direct water service provider.  The Woodinville water district under the Critical Water Supply Plan (CWSP) initially agreed to serve a portion of the Trilogy MPD.  During the review and processing of their water comprehensive plan through the utilities committee, the district substantially reduced the area that they agreed to serve under the CWSP.  As a result of this action, it created an area that had no water service provider for that portion of the MPD.  This is the area that the city of Redmond now seeks to cover in its existing franchise 9036.

The King County utilities technical review committee (UTRC) reviewed the city’s request and concluded that the city of Redmond needed to amend its comprehensive plan and franchise or it needed a new franchise in order to provide water service to the development.  The UTRC determined that amending the current comprehensive plan and franchise would be the most expeditious way to resolve the water service issues.  

Because the Trilogy MPD has received approval from the King County council and because the area to be added to the city of Redmond’s franchise is a portion of the existing Trilogy MPD, the UTRC determined that providing service to this area is an addition and betterment to the water system.  The UTRC approved this addition and betterment as an amendment to the city’s comprehensive water plan and recommended approval of an amendment to the city’s existing water utility franchise 9036.  (Attachment 3)
The franchise amendment is consistent with the county comprehensive plan because it would support provision of water service to urban areas by providing the city with right of way to construct, operate and maintain water lines to the Trilogy at Redmond Ridge urban developments.  

Amendments Required
Two amendments to Proposed Ordinance 2002-0292 have been prepared for the committee’s consideration.  

Striking Amendment  (Attachment 4):  The striking amendment replace the ordinance as transmitted with a new statement of facts and make several technical changes.  The reason for the amendment to the statement of facts is that the ordinance as transmitted failed to include important pertinent facts providing the basis for approving the amendment to franchise 9036.  For example, the transmitted ordinance stated that the King County Utilities Technical Review Committee determined that it should approve an addition and betterment amendment to the city’s existing water plan, but failed to show that the UTRC actually took action to approve the change.  The striking amendment also would clarify that the proposed ordinance would approve an amendment to the city’s existing franchise 9036 and not an entirely new franchise.  
Amendment 2 (Attachment 5):  Amendment 2 would revise the transmitted franchise document to include all the general terms and conditions required for the franchise.
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2002-0292 with attachments
a. Amended Franchise
b. Franchise Area Map

2. Executive’s Transmittal Letter
3. Minutes of the Utilities Technical Review Committee meeting held on June 21, 2002.

4. Striking Amendment to Proposed Ordinance 2002-0292.
5. Amendment 2 to Proposed Ordinance 2002-0292.
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