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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2015-0219 would approve an annexation of 6.5 acres into King County Fire District 40.

SUMMARY

State law[footnoteRef:1] requires the County to effectuate an annexation into a fire district, and to determine whether there are any debt obligations to apportion to the annexation area property owners. [1:  Chapter 52.04 RCW regulates annexations by Fire Protection Districts.] 


Fire District 40 and the proposed annexation area have completed the other statutory requirements for an annexation into the Fire District. County approval is the final step in the process. This ordinance completes that step.

BACKGROUND 

Fire District 40 provides fire suppression and emergency services to the Fairwood area, within Council District 9. This District was created sometime in the 1940's, and this area was not included in the district boundary.  Today, if there is a service call, the District would respond to the emergency, but the property owners could be billed for services.

When the property owner’s insurance company determined that their property was outside of the District's boundaries, the company increased their insurance premiums substantially. This led to the property owners of these four parcels petitioning to annex into the Fire District. 

ANALYSIS

Under RCW 52.04.011, the Council has two requirements in the annexation process.  First, the Council must make a determination of whether there are any debt obligations to apportion to the proposed annexation area property owners, and second, the Council must enter an order effectuating the annexation once the other statutory requirements for annexation have been satisfied.

Debt Obligations. In their petition to the District for annexation, the property owners agreed to assume the District's excess levy for bonded indebtness, and a finding to this effect is in Section 3 of the Proposed Ordinance.

Statutory Requirements. The other statutory requirements, including a petition by the owners and acceptance by the District, environmental review, a public hearing, a resolution accepting the annexation by the District, certification by the King County Assessor, and review by the Boundary Review Board, have been completed. A finding to this effect is in Section 1 of the Proposed Ordinance.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2015-0219 with attachments
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