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SUBJECT

A panel discussion on progress on King County’s Land Conservation Initiative.

SUMMARY

Panelists will provide an update on King County’s Land Conservation Initiative, particularly as it relates to agenda items 6-8, Proposed Ordinance 2019 0287, Proposed Motion 2019 0288, and Proposed Ordinance 2019 0289. Panelists include Department of Natural Resources Director Christie True, Conservation Futures Advisory Committee Chair Terry Lavender, and King County Open Space Equity Cabinet Co-Chair De’Sean Quinn. 

BACKGROUND 

In 2015, the Council adopted Motion 14458, which asked the Executive to develop a work plan for implementing a preservation and conservation program to identify, protect, and conserve water and land resources, including farmland and forest lands, ecological lands, river and stream corridors, trail corridors, and historic resources on farmlands. 

In March 2016, in response to Motion 14458, the Executive transmitted the Land Conservation & Preservation Work Plan.  The work plan reviewed the County’s conservation efforts to date, summarized criteria for land and water resource conservation, and made a preliminary identification of resources in unincorporated King County to be prioritized for future protection. 

Following the release of the 2016 Work Plan, the Executive convened a Land Conservation Advisory Group. The Advisory Group included 22 members representing business and real estate, local jurisdictions, conservation groups, and agriculture, and was co-chaired by former King County Councilmember Larry Phillips and Tukwila City Councilmember De’Sean Quinn.

The Advisory Group's final report was transmitted to the Council in 2018. The report contained four specific recommendations for the County to take action on as it works to implement the early stages of the Land Conservation Initiative (LCI):
· Equity must be an over-arching theme across the entire Initiative. Land protection is a region-wide benefit; the County and cities must ensure these benefits accrue to all residents.
· Set a base level of investment in open space equity by dedicating at least $160 million specific to the task of eliminating disparities in access to public open spaces and trails in communities with the greatest and most acute needs. This dedicated funding is in addition to all the rest of the funding raised in the Initiative for which these priority equity areas are equally eligible.
· Advance Open Space Equity work in 2018 and 2019 to engage cities and communities about the opportunities through the LCI, and to establish community readiness in two or three initial priority equity areas.
· Establish an Open Space Equity Cabinet to help set policy, and oversee and monitor progress towards the addition of green spaces in priority equity areas.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  https://kingcounty.gov/services/environment/water-and-land/land-conservation/Report.aspx] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]In 2018, the King County Council passed Ordinance 18774, which adopted changes to the Conservation Futures Tax (CFT) program in accordance with recommendations from the Land Conservation Advisory Group. The two major changes to the CFT program were an increase to the bond cap from 50 percent to 80 percent of anticipated annual conservation futures tax levy funds for debt service, and removal of the requirement that a project receive equal or greater funding from another source in order to receive CFT moneys, if the project serves communities experiencing inequities in access to open space, as well as demonstrated socioeconomic hardships.

The county executive convened the Open Space Equity Cabinet in April 2018, and its report was completed in March 2019. The Open Space Equity Cabinet's recommendations included revisions to CFT code contained in K.C.C. 26.12. The Equity Cabinet’s report described these revisions as "a broad set of changes to specifically and explicitly include equity and social justice in KCC 26.12.

INVITED

· Christie True, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
· Terry Lavender, Chair, Conservation Futures Advisory Committee
· De’Sean Quinn, Co-Chair, King County Open Space Equity Cabinet

ATTACHMENTS

1. King County Land Conservation Initiative Presentation
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