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November 19, 2009

The Honorable Dow Constantine

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Constantine:

Enclosed for the King County Council’s consideration is a proposed ordinance authorizing the King County Executive to sign an agreement with Sound Transit, Community Transit, Everett Transit and Pierce Transit to provide for the continued sale of regional Puget Passes to business accounts and school districts, for the acceptance of these passes as valid fare payment on all four participating agencies, and for the allocation of revenue from these passes, through December 31, 2010.  

Metro and these four other transit agencies originally entered into the Regional Fare Agreement providing for Puget Passes in 1999.  This agreement was renewed in 2002, extended in 2007 and expires at the end of 2009.  In April of this year, King County Metro and these four agencies entered into an agreement for the operation of the One Regional Card for All (ORCA) system for regional fare payment with Kitsap Transit and the Washington State Ferry System.  The ORCA system began phased roll out in May of this year, and will replace the old Puget Passes provided under the previous agreement with the new ORCA smart cards.  However, due to schedule delays, King County Metro and the other participating agencies are not able to convert all their business account and school district customers to the new system by the end of 2009.   

The attached ordinance and agreement will allow King County Metro and other agencies to continue to sell Puget Passes to these business and school district customers during 2010, thereby providing these customers sufficient time for a smooth transition to the new ORCA system. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Sawyer, Supervisor of Research and Management Information, Metro Transit Division, at 206-684-1512.

Sincerely,

Kurt Triplett

King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers 


ATTN:
Tom Bristow, Interim Chief of Staff



Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council



Frank Abe, Communications Director


Beth Goldberg, Deputy Director, Office of Management and Budget


Harold S. Taniguchi, Director, Department of Transportation (DOT)


Laurie Brown, Deputy Director, DOT


Kevin Desmond, General Manager, Metro Transit Division, DOT


Chuck Sawyer, Supervisor, Research and Management Information, Metro Transit 

    Division, DOT

