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February 1, 2012
The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

This letter transmits an ordinance that will enable King County to rename the Maple Ridge Highlands Open Space to reflect two distinct areas with historical community identity: Danville-Georgetown Open Space and Henry’s Ridge Open Space.  

Maple Ridge Highlands is a 588 acre site comprised of multiple non-contiguous parcels. These parcels were dedicated to the County as a condition of the Polygon Four-to-One proposal and implemented through the phased plat recordings of the Maple Ridge Highlands residential development. Members of the community have expressed support for the renaming through the Rock Creek Vision (a community based planning effort), discussions with the County and a public survey conducted on the Parks and Recreation Division’s website.  

Maple Valley’s early history is intricately tied to coal mining; however, there are relatively few remaining intact historic sites (be it mines, buildings, etc.) associated with this important industry. Therefore, naming open space areas in honor of the people who shaped them keeps this history alive.

The proposed renaming of the Maple Ridge Highlands Open Space furthers the Public Engagement goal of the King County Strategic Plan by honoring the request of the rural area residents and the historical identity of the areas the community refers to as the Danville-Georgetown Open Space and Henry’s Ridge Open Space.
Thank you for your consideration of this proposed ordinance.

If you have any questions about the legislation, please feel free to contact Kevin Brown, Division Director in the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-296-8631.

Sincerely,
Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Cindy Domingo, Acting Chief of Staff




  Mark Melroy, Senior Principal Legislative Analyst, BFM Committee



  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Carrie Cihak, Chief Advisor, Policy and Strategic Initiatives, King County 

    Executive Office


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget

Christie True, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)


Kevin Brown, Division Director, Parks and Recreation Division, DNRP
