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Metropolitan King County Council
Local Services and Land Use Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Items:
	5 and 6
	Name:
	Olivia Brey

	Proposed No.:
	2024-0362
2024-0363
	Date:
	February 19, 2025



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2024-0362 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Richard Bard, who resides in Council District Eight, to the King County Vashon-Maury Island Groundwater Protection Committee, representing Vashon-Maury Island residents, for a term to expire on July 1, 2025.

Proposed Motion 2024-0363 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Donna Klemka, who resides in Council District Eight, to the King County Vashon-Maury Island Groundwater Protection Committee, representing residential exempt well owners for a term to expire on July 1, 2026.

BACKGROUND

The King County Vashon-Maury Island Groundwater Protection Committee was established in 2001[footnoteRef:1] for the purpose of providing oversight, coordination, and technical advice regarding the implementation of the area’s groundwater management plan.  [1:  Ordinance 14214] 


King County Code (K.C.C.) 9.14.070 calls for a committee membership representing Vashon-Maury Island residents, Group A water systems, septic system owners, residential exempt well owners, Vashon-Maury Island business entities, the farming community, and a local nonprofit organization.[footnoteRef:2] The Puyallup Tribe is also invited to recommend a candidate for the committee. [2:  Ordinance 19578 revised the membership composition and extended the committee through December 31, 2027] 


K.C.C. 9.14.100 defines the following responsibilities for groundwater protection committees: 

· advise the King County Executive and Council on the groundwater protection program;
· advise elected officials from the county, municipalities, special purpose districts, water and sewer utilities and associations and water purveyors on implementation of the groundwater management plan;
· perform tasks as assigned to the committee pursuant to the certified groundwater management plan;
· make recommendations on the annual and three-year work plan;
· participate in and monitor implementation of groundwater management plans;
· recommend modifications and updates to groundwater management plans;
· coordinate community groundwater protection activities in conjunction with all of the regional entities involved in groundwater protection, especially public education, involvement and stewardship activities;
· recommend groundwater protection policies and services tailored to the unique needs of the Vashon-Maury Island groundwater management area;
· provide an annual status report; and
· provide advice on state groundwater regulation.

APPOINTEE INFORMATION

Richard Bard resides in Council District 8 and is a self-employed boat captain and author. Mr. Bard has previously served on Water District 19's board. The nomination letter from the Department of Natural Resources and Parks states that Mr. Bard stresses the importance of sustainable use of water. The appointment of Mr. Bard is for a partial term representing Vashon-Maury Island residents, expiring on July 1, 2025.

Donna Klemka resides in Council District 8 and is retired. Ms. Klemka has been involved in community planning processes for groundwater issues since the mid-1980s. The nomination letter from the DNRP states that Ms. Klemka excels at translating technical issues into common language. The appointment of Ms. Klemka is for a partial term representing residential exempt well owners, expiring on July 1, 2026.

ANALYSIS

Staff have not identified any issues with the proposed appointments. They appear to be consistent with the requirements of K.C.C. 9.14.070

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2024-0362
2. Transmittal Letter for Richard Bard
3. Proposed Motion 2024-0363
4. Transmittal Letter for Donna Klemka
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