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Metropolitan King County Council
Government Accountability and Oversight Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	7
	Name:
	Andrew Kim

	Proposed No.:
	2016-0385
	Date:
	September 13, 2016




SUBJECT

Proposed Motion confirming the Executive’s appointment of Ms. Lalita Uppala, who resides in Council District Nine, to the King County Library System (KCLS) Board of Trustees, for the remainder of a five-year term that would expire on January 1, 2021.

BACKGROUND 

The KCLS was established as a rural county library district following a vote of King County residents on November 3, 1942. Over the years, cities and towns throughout the county have voted to annex into KCLS. Currently, KCLS has 48 libraries and serves all of King County except the City of Seattle, Yarrow Bay, Milton, and Hunts Point. According to the 2015 King County Library System (KCLS) Annual Report, there were 9.9 million patron visits and over 20.4 million library items in circulation. In addition, there were 756,000 registered card holders (36% of total county population) with 112,000 new patrons in 2015. The 2016 annual budget is approximately $124.8 million, where 97% of the funding is provided by the Rural Library District Levy, which was increased to $.50 per $1,000 assessed valuation through the 2010 levy lid lift. The remaining expenses are funded through contracts with cities and towns for the provision of library services.

The KCLS is governed by the Board of Trustees in accordance with state law (RCW 27.12). There are five at-large members on the board, appointed for five-year terms, with no trustee serving more than two consecutive terms. Historically, they are appointed by the Executive and confirmed by the Council.   Some of the responsibilities of the board include:
· Hiring and oversight of the KCLS Director, who manages the system’s operations
· Adoption of the annual budget
· Adoption of long-term strategic plans
· Adoption of a capital improvement plan

The members of the committee serve without compensation. 


Ms. Uppala, a resident of Bellevue in District Nine, is the Community Program Director for the India Association of Western Washington (IAWW), a non-profit that provides cultural, social and educational services to the Indian community in the Greater Seattle area. She also served as a board member for the Indo-American Community of Greater Seattle and Washington Telugu Samithi. On the KCLS website, Ms. Uppal states that she is a passionate advocate of literacy through all mediums and believes in innovative programming that educates, mentors, and connects King County residents through the written word.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2016-0385 (attachments available upon request)
2. Transmittal Letter
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INVITED

1. Lalita Uppala, Community Program Director, India Association of Western Washington (IAWW)
2. Gary Wasdin, Director, King County Library System
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