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May 28, 2003

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

The King County Council adopted the 2003 Parks and Recreation budget with a proviso that states the Director of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks must submit to Council a plan for implementing pay for parking at Marymoor Park prior to expending capital funds for such purpose.  Please find attached a proposed motion for Council approval that authorizes the Parks and Recreation Division to expend budget capital dollars to complete implementation of the pay for parking system at Marymoor Park.  

In February of 2003 the Parks Division implemented a pay for parking plan at Marymoor Park in which a $1.00 fee was requested of park users.  The improvements included installing non-mechanized pay stations at several key locations within the park and asked that patrons pay based on the honor system.  Specifically, small envelopes with a detachable receipt were made available in which users inserted the envelope in a pay station and the receipt on their vehicle dashboard.  This plan was identified as temporary until a complete analysis could be done on use patterns at the park as well as researching systems that would not inconvenience park users.

Upon conclusion of this study, the Parks Division recommendation is to mechanize the existing honor system that is currently in place.  Mechanized units will replace the temporary pay stations and will now allow users to pay with coins or bills of either $1, $5, $10, or $20.  These units will again be placed at the busiest locations within the park.  Mechanization of the existing system provides patrons with more payment options and relieves parks personnel of the timely tasks of manually opening envelopes and counting currency.  Mechanization of the system can be achieved within the existing capital budget for this project.

In addition to these pay stations, the Parks Division intends to locate an attended pay station and gate at the eastern Park entrance, which will be in operation only from 7:00 A.M. – 9:00 A.M. and 4:30 P.M. – 6:30 P.M., Monday through Friday.  At all other times, the gate will be removed so that traffic is free to move in and out of the park.  This measure is being taken to address the extremely high number of vehicles which use Marymoor Park as a shortcut in their daily commute to work.

Other alternatives reviewed included locating gates within parking lots or at entryways to the park.  These alternatives were deemed too restrictive and would detract from the use and enjoyment of the park.  The Parks Division has received positive feedback from the system that is now in place, which weighed heavily in the final recommendation.  The Parks and Recreation Division will present its analysis and final recommendation at the Natural Resources, Parks and Open Space Committee on June 5, 2003.

If you have any questions about the permanent parking plan that is proposed for Marymoor Park, please contact Kevin Brown, Capital Projects Manager, at (206) 263-6204.

Sincerely, 

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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