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SUBJECT: 
Report of the Active Sports and Youth Recreation Commission
BACKGROUND:
County Ordinance 13720 (attached), adopted in February, 2000, established the Active Sports and Youth Recreation Commission as a body to provide input and advice to the county on active recreation issues.  Specifically, the purpose of the Commission is described as developing “a regional perspective to address the needs of active sports and youth recreation in King County, and to advise the county in its efforts to encourage recreational opportunities throughout King County.  The Commission should also apply its efforts to understand and coordinate the unique recreation needs of all age groups throughout King County”.

The preamble of the ordinance notes that dozens of cities, school districts, and private associations join the King County Parks to provide sports and recreation opportunities to youth in the County; and that there is a need for a commission to advise on ways to promote, provide and enhance opportunities for adult and youth recreation, active sports and community playfields.  It is also noted that the 1996 Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan supports the establishment of an active sports and youth recreation commission.

Ordinance 13720 provides that the membership of the Commission will consist of 19 voting members, including one member nominated by each councilmember, and six members appointed by the Executive.  The following categories of recreation were identified for consideration in making appointments:  field sports, court sports, aquatic recreation, hobby groups, specialized recreation for persons with disabilities, and other sports which require facilities and fields.  Nonvoting ex-officio membership was provided for, including directors of the Division of Parks and Recreation, and the Office of Regional Policy and Planning; a representative from a local law enforcement agency, and a representative of the Council’s Natural Resources, Parks and Open Spaces Committee.  

The Commission was directed to develop recommendations on:

· Ways to maintain and enhance interjurisdictional relations

· Ways to create ongoing partnerships with other recreation providers

· Long range planning anticipating recreational demand

· Proposals for new properties and facilities and funding to meet regional sports needs

· Growth management policies which enhance recreational programs or facilities

· Improvements to existing facilities and use of public/private partnerships for maintenance

A status report was called for by May 1 every two years, beginning May 1, 2001.  The report was to include information on:  the demographics of King County’s youth; percentages involved in organized sports; the availability of fields and courts; and information on the correlation between recreational activities and involvement in the criminal justice system.  

SUMMARY:

The Active Sports and Youth Recreation Commission has produced a report entitled ‘State of the Region’s Parks, Sports and Recreation System’.  The report includes a comprehensive listing and summary of active sports and recreation opportunities in King County; jurisdictional profiles; and policy issues and recommendations.  That material is contained in what is described as a ‘living’ document, to be available online as completed.  Currently available is the ASpYRe Message: Overview and Summary (attached) which emphasizes the following points:

· The need for a focus on a regional vision

· The need for re-energizing the parks and recreation movement in King County
· An emphasis on the public health benefits from active sports

· The perspective that the current funding crisis is focused in the area of active sports, rather than open space/preservation lands

· The need for an ‘omnijurisdictional vision’, entrepreneurism, efficiency, and creativity in the development and management of parks and recreation programs
· The need to emphasize partnership with local jurisdictions

· The opportunity to focus on leading the development of parks and recreation opportunities; coordinating with other potential park and recreation providers; and empowering community and active sports groups, not necessarily ownership of facilities and programs
· The establishment of  “Association Development and Operating Partnerships”, which are proposed as organizations of local interested parties who can partner with the county in providing for the operation and maintenance of park and recreation facilities

· The need to proactively empower community groups, sports organizations, as equal partners
The ASpYRe Message also includes recommendations relating to governance and the regional vision, funding, the ‘mixed-use park continuum’, parks and farmlands, land acquisition, neighborhood relations, accessible recreation, parks as a tool for prevention and intervention, the regional acquatics system, athletic field surfaces, risk management, and parks and recreation related transportation.  
ATTENDING:
Commissioner Phil Talmadge, District 8, Chair

Commissioner Geoff Clayton, District 3

Commissioner Bob Regan, At-Large

Commissioner Harold Fowler, At-Large

T.J. Davis, DNRP, Staff to the Commission

ATTACHMENTS:

1. ASpYRe Commission Message:  “State of the Region’s Parks, Sports and Recreation System”

2. ASpYRe Commission Report transmittal letter dated June 25, 2002

3. 2000 Ordinance 13720 

