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Law, Justice and Human Services Committee
REVISED STAFF REPORT
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  4
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PROPOSED ORDINANCE   2004-0112
PREPARED BY: 
Clifton Curry
SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE relating to no shooting areas, establishing a "no shooting" area within the Ravensdale voting precinct; and adding a new section to K.C.C. chapter 12.68.

On April 1, 2004, the Law, Justice, and Human Services Committee heard this proposed Ordinance.  The sponsor of the proposed Ordinance, Mr. Hammond, had reviewed the area proposed for inclusion as a no-shooting area.  Pursuant to KCC 12.68.010 (C), Mr. Hammond asked the committee to consider an amendment to the proposed no-shooting area that would slightly expand the area, but also make the area more easily identifiable.  The committee unanimously adopted the proposed amendment.  The proposed Ordinance, as amended, received a DO PASS recommendation. 
SUMMARY:   In the unincorporated areas of King County that are not designated by ordinance as “no-shooting areas,” residents may discharge firearms on their own property or with the permission of the owner of the property.  While the discharge of firearms is generally allowed, King County Code places certain restrictions related to potential for harm from the discharge of weapons.  Nevertheless, 87 separate locations within the county have been established as no-shooting areas.

King County Code delineates the process for establishing a no-shooting area.  The code contains three basic steps.  First, the residents seeking to establish a no-shooting area must develop a petition, map, and legal definition of the area to that would be defined as the no-shooting area.  The residents then must seek at least ten signatures on the petition from “elector-residents” in the area.  When the petitioners have sufficient signatures, they are required to submit the petition to the Clerk of the King County Council.  The second step requires the certification of the petition (and the elector-resident signatures) from the King County Records and Elections Division.  Finally, the county is required to advertise the ordinance for the potential establishment of the no shooting area for at least ten days prior to the hearing of the ordinance.  The council may then establish the no-shooting area by ordinance.
Proposed No-Shooting Area.  The petitioners for the no-shooting area have established the definition of the no-shooting area.  The proposed no-shooting area is defined as the:

“Ravensdale voting precinct, comprising the following area:  All of Section 33, Township 22 North, Range 7 East, W.M., together with the portion of Section 34, Township 22 North, Range 7 East, W.M., lying south of the Kent Kangley Road (SR 516).”  (map attached)
In addition, the petitioners collected the signatures of 27 elector-residents and the petition has been certified by the county’s Records and Elections Division.  The petitioners have met all of the code requirements for the establishment of the no-shooting area.  Based on an area visit to the proposed no-shooting area, it appears that establishing this area as a no-shooting area meets the code definition of advancing “the public health, safety and general welfare.”  
If this proposed Ordinance is given a Do-Pass recommendation by the committee, the proposed Ordinance will have to be advertised, in accordance with county code, prior to final adoption by the full council.

