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STAFF REPORT
Proposed Motion 2002-0332 as amended, received a do-pass recommendation from the Budget and Fiscal Management Committee on July 24, 2002.  On line 78 “county’s objectives” was replaced with “public benefit objectives of the county”.  On line 80 the phrase “ and support the overall mission” was inserted after ‘burdens’.
SUBJECT:

This motion acknowledges that the Evergreen Forest Trust’s acquisition, management and use of certain forestland located within King County will help lessen the burdens of King County government.
BACKGROUND:
The Evergreen Forest Trust (EFT) is a Washington nonprofit corporation that has entered into an agreement to purchase approximately 100,000 acres of land known as the Snoqualmie forest for $185 million.
EFT will subject the Snoqualmie forest to conservation easements that will maintain the forestland in its present condition to facilitate the continued use of the property as a working forest managed at a sustainable level of harvest.
The council adopted Motion 11381 on February 19, 2002 which urged the United States Congress to enact the Community Forestry and Agriculture Conservation Act of 2001 to make it easier for communities to issue tax-exempt revenue bonds on behalf of private nonprofit corporations to purchase tracts of forest land, such as the Snoqualmie forest, for continuation of sustainable timber harvesting and protection from development.
By adopting the proposed motion the council would be acknowledging that:

1. The Evergreen Forest Trust is acting in full cooperation with the county and in furtherance of the county’s land use and financial objectives by taking on the Snoqualmie forest project;

2. The limited, sustainable harvesting of timber on the Snoqualmie forest is necessary to achieve the county’s objectives; and

3. The Evergreen Forest Trust’s acquisition, management and use of the Snoqualmie forest will help lessen the burdens of King County government.
REASONABLENESS:
If the council as a policy matter wishes to signal support for the efforts of the Evergreen Forest Trust’s effort to acquire and manage lands in the Snoqualmie Forest, passage of this proposed motion would be reasonable.
INVITED:
· Gene Duvernoy, President, Cascade Land Conservancy         


· Jay Reich, Partner, Preston, Gates & Ellis
ATTACHMENTS:


1. MAP of “Evergreen Forest at Snoqualmie”
K:\staffreportmaster\Koney\2002 Legislation\2002-0332 Evergreen Forest Trust motion 7-24-02.doc    4:10 PM  7/24/2002
1

_919829133

