[image: image1.png]u

King County



                     2008 State Legislative Agenda
Final Report

Attachment A
April 28, 2008

	Item Number
	Title
	Description
	Department



	1.
	Department of Community and Human Services
	A) Youth Treatment Expansion Funds; B) Affordable Housing; C) Public Defense Funding; D) Developmental Disabilities Early Intervention Funding
	A. Youth Treatment Expansion Funds -King County supports the reinstatement of youth treatment expansion funds which would restore over $300,000 of State funding cuts to King County funding in ‘07.
            Youth Residential Treatment increased by $362,000 statewide, $90,000 to King County.

    B.     Affordable Housing - King County supports expansion of appropriate tools  

            and revenue to increase the availability of affordable housing.
1) ESSB-5959 (transitional housing) passed the Legislature and requires WA CTED, in consultation with the Affordable Housing Advisory Board, to prepare and annually update a state Affordable Housing For All Plan, which must incorporate the strategies, objectives, goals, and performance measures of all other housing-related state plans, including the state homeless housing strategic plan and state housing programs. 
2) An additional $50 million was appropriated to the Housing Trust Fund.

            3)   $10 million in funding was provided to implement EHB-3142 (Rapid Response Loan Program). The Rapid Response Loan fund was created within CTED and will be administered by the Housing Finance Commission. The purpose of the fund  is to provide 0-3 percent interest  loans for the purpose of eligible organizations purchasing land or other real property for affordable housing or community facilities preservation or development in rapidly gentrifying neighborhoods.  King county should receive about $4 million from this fund.
$10 million was allocated for the newly created Equity Fund which provides an additional source of funds to leverage in King County affordable housing developments that use bonds and a 4 percent tax credit.  King County should receive between $2 and $4 million. 
The .1% sales tax for mental health and chemical dependency was clarified as allowing investment in housing 
B. Public Defense Funding - King County supports increased funding for public defense pursuant to RCW 10.101.  King County supports expansion of dependency funding for the Parents Representation Program administered by the state OPD. King County supports related Becca program funding to pay actual costs incurred by the County. 
We did not see positive movement on this issue this session. 
C. Developmental Disabilities Early Intervention Funding – King County supports increased early intervention funding (base rate, forecast and caseload driven for each enrolled child birth-to-three with disabilities).
            We did not see positive movement on this issue this session . 

	2. 
	Department of Health
	A) Public Health Funding; B)Local Rule Making Authority
	  A. Public Health Funding – King County supports a revenue source to adequately fund public health. 

        Action was delayed until 2009 on this issue.

 B. Local Rule Making Authority - King County supports maintaining local boards of health rule making authority regarding public health and safety issues. 
       As the result of lengthy negotiations involving many stakeholders, an agreement was reached with the Washington State Restaurant Association halting efforts to pass legislation pre-empting the rule passed by the King County Board of Health concerning nutritional information in chain restaurants. 

  

	3. 
	Department of Transportation
	A) Tolling Policies; B) Fuel Mitigation Strategies; C) Eastside Rail Corridor Dual Use Transportation Improvement Projects; C) Wireless Communications exemption for Transit handsets
	A. Tolling Policies - King County supports passage of tolling policies for potential tolling projects in the Puget Sound area that provide the ability to use revenue collected from tolled facilities on supplemental transit and ferry operations and associated capital; and provides exemptions from tolling for public transit and vanpools, law enforcement and emergency vehicles.
The 2008 Legislature passed E2SHB-1773 to create a statewide tolling policy making the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) the tolling authority for toll-setting, but reserving for the Legislature, the right to impose tolls on all state facilities.

Section 4(2) d states that “Expenditures of toll revenues are subject to appropriation and must be made only:  (d) To provide for the operations of conveyances or people or goods”.  This should allow transit to access funding for increased operations on toll facilities to encourage effective use of the transportation system.
The Transportation Commission, in Section 7(1), was granted authority to “Set toll rates, establish appropriate exemptions, if any,”. 

Transit was not exempted from tolling in the legislation. 
B. Fuel Mitigation Strategies - King County supports granting METRO fuel hedging authority.
SHB-2746 was passed, granting King County the authority to employ Fuel Mitigation Strategies.  The legislation also required a periodic report of results to the Legislature.  The first report must be submitted within one year of implementation.
C. Eastside Rail Corridor Trail Transportation Improvement Projects - King County supports funding and project goals for the Wilburton Tunnel and Stampede Pass Freight Mobility projects that are complimentary of the Eastside Rail Corridor Trail project objectives.
The 2008 Legislature passed the Transportation Budget: ESHB-2878.

1. Section 306(8) references Wilburton Tunnell as follows:  “If on the I-405/I-90 to SE 8th Street Widening project the department finds that there is an alternative investment to preserve reliable rail accessibility to major manufacturing sites within the I-405 corridor that are less expensive than replacing the Wilburton Tunnel, the department may enter into the necessary agreements to implement that alternative provided that costs remain within the approved project budget.” 
2. Section 310,(1), (d) removed the funding for Stampede Pass Feight Mobility project.  Legislative Staff have stated that the project is still part of the Freight Mobility Program, however the Freight Mobility Program has yet to actually get funded in the budget.
D. Wireless Communications exemption for Transit handsets - King County supports exempting public transportation vehicles radio handsets from SB 5037, restricting the use of a wireless communication device.
HB-3261 was introduced to provide an exemption from previous wireless handset legislation passed in the ’07 session, for transit operators using the type of communications systems Metro uses to communicate with buses.  The bill passed the House with 93 positive votes.  The bill was never heard in the Senate.  

	4. 
	Department of Natural Resources and Parks 
	A) Regional Trail Funding; B) Goundwater Monitoring/Assessment
	A. Regional Trail Funding - King County supports funding for regional trails in King County.
No additional funding passed in 2008.  In 2007 King County was awarded a Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program Grant of $2,000,000 for East Side – North Trail Acquisition.

B. Goundwater Monitoring/Assessment -King County supports legislation to establish and fund statewide ambient groundwater monitoring and assessment by the Department of Ecology to develop baseline groundwater data and track trends related to quality and quantity.
SHB-2477 and SSB-6593 were introduced, and referred to the appropriate fiscal committee of their respective houses, but stalled after receiving hearings and were not passed.  The final state budget included the following with regards to groundwater: 

$261,000 of the general fund--state appropriation for fiscal year 2009 is provided solely for the department to prepare, by June 30, 2009, a data gap analysis that includes a summary of historic and current monitoring of groundwater levels and water quality within each water resource inventory area (WRIA); an evaluation of the completeness and quality of the data and conclusions produced from such monitoring; priorities for enhanced groundwater monitoring where water levels and water quality are of concern; recommendations regarding quality controls and other protocols associated with data collection; a summary and compilation of existing studies of groundwater levels, water quality, and monitoring activities; and recommendations of components necessary to establish a comprehensive, statewide groundwater monitoring and assessment program and the funding necessary to implement the program.



	5. 
	Department of Development and Environmental Services
	A) Infrastructure Improvements; B) GMA Implementation / Annexation Initiative Funding; C) Public Benefit Rating System
	      A. Infrastructure Improvements - King County supports funding for the ’06 Growth  Management/Housing Task Force recommendation to support infrastructure improvements that are necessary to support growth in our urban areas where jurisdictions efforts accommodate more compact urban development that supports smaller housing units, mixed uses and access to transit which creates healthy communities.
No funding was appropriated.

      B. GMA Implementation/Annexation Initiative Funding - King County supports GMA implementation funding that assists cities in addressing capital infrastructure improvements to potential annexation areas.
2EHB-1139 was passed by the House and died in the Senate Ways and Means Committee.  A major push was made by the King County Executive and Council to pass this legislation this year.
C. Public Benefit Rating System - King County supports amendments to state statutes establishing standards for the public benefit rating system to add flexibility to switching from one public benefit rating system program to another.
SHB-1515 was reintroduced in the ‘08 Session.  The Finance Committee decided to hold this legislation and to study special use taxation during the interim.

   

	6. 
	Superior Court
	A) CASA Funding; B) Becca Funding; C) Juror Pay Increase
	A. CASA Funding - King County supports increased CASA funding, as only

            a portion of the cost of local CASA programs is covered by current State funding. 

B. Becca Funding - King County supports increased Becca Funding, so that

     this State mandate is fully funded. 
C. Juror Pay Increase – King County supports raising juror pay consistent with 

the recommendations of the Washington State Jury Commission Report (2000).
No additional funding was appropriated for these three issues. 

	7. 
	Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention 
	A) Earned Release & Credit for Time Served (Pre-Sentence);  B) Community Restitution  
	A. Earned Release & Credit for Time Served (Pre-Sentence) - King County supports allowing the use of certain corrections programs to receive earned release and credit for time served (pre-sentence) for non-custody alternatives to incarceration.
           This legislation did not advance.
B.  Community Restitution - King County supports allowing community restitution work as a judicial sentencing option. 

      No movement seen on this issue this year. 


	8. 
	Department of Executive Services 
	 Employee Privacy; 

 Post-Elections Audits; Canvassing Board
	A. Employee Privacy - King County supports exemptions to the public records disclosure act that protect employee privacy in the age of identify theft, such as date of birth and city of residence.
SB-5566 was reintroduced in the 2008 Legislative Session, but did not pass.

B. Post-Elections Audits - King County supports a revision of Washington State law to permit individual counties to adopt by ordinance customized procedures for conducting routine, random, post-election audits of election results, as long as those procedures are at least as statistically valid in assuring the accuracy of election results as the procedures prescribed by state law for other counties.
HB-2435 and SSB-6180 were introduced and passed out of their respective committees, but both pieces of legislation died in the House Rules Committee.

C. Canvassing Board – King County supports legislation that allows a Chair of the Council in home rule counties to appoint an employee as a delegate to the canvassing board.
SSB-6181 passed, granting this authority only to King County for the Council Chair to appoint any one of  the following employees to the Canvassing Board: Chief of staff, legal counsel, clerk of the council, policy staff director or any successor.
 

	9. 
	Executive 
	Preservation of Basic County Government Services
	A. Preservation of Basic County Government Services - King County supports full state funding of state program and policy mandates to the county.  In addition, King County supports legislation that provides revenue tools to county governments to allow for fiscal home rule, particularly for criminal justice needs. Specifically, providing increased council-manic revenue options. and more flexibility in setting local fees to recover the costs of service delivery with a showing to the local legislative authority that the local increase is necessary, and/or a local option to increase state set fees up to a cap or an annual escalation, with a showing to the local legislative authority that the local increase is necessary.
No movement seen on this issue this year.   
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