Growth Management – 2010 Legislative Update


	
	Bill Number
	Topic
	Action
	Status
	Significance to County

	1
	HB 1653
	SMA and GMA Integration

Bill requested by the state departments of Ecology (Ecology”) and Community, Trade, and Economic Development to provide integration between the Shoreline Management Act and Growth Management Act (“GMA”).

	Establishes new provisions in the GMA that clarify that local critical areas ordinances adopted pursuant to the GMA apply to critical areas within the shorelines of the state until Ecology approves a local jurisdiction’s shoreline master program.
	· Signed 

· Retroactive to July 27, 2003
	Eliminates confusion arising from the Washington Supreme Court’s 2008 decision, Futurewise v. Western Washington Growth Management Hearings Board, 164 Wn.2d 242; 189 P.3d 161 (2008), as to the protection of critical habitat in shoreline areas.  

	2
	HB 1080


	Fire Protection Impact Fees

The bill was requested by the City of Covington, which contracts with a fire district for the provision of fire protection services but is prevented from collecting impact fees for fire services because only cities that provide their own fire services can collect impact fees for fire protection facilities.

	Revises definition of "public facilities" for which impact fees may be collected and spent, to include all fire protection facilities. 

Authorizes, but does set out a process by which these added public facility agencies can collect the impact fee for fire protection facilities.
	Signed 


	In reviewing the statute, it appears that the districts do not have the authority to collect the fee directly.  If that is the case, the county may be approached by one or more fire district to pass an ordinance that allows the county to collect the fee on behalf of a fire district.  



	3
	SB 6373
	Greenhouse Gas Reporting Rules


	The bill requires Ecology to modify existing rules to: 

1. Be consistent with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (“EPA”) GHG reporting rules,

2. Require persons who emit 10,000 metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent annually from a single facility to report their GHG emissions to Ecology, and 

3. Require certain fuel suppliers to report their GHG emissions to Ecology.

	Signed
	General Interest

Current Ecology current reporting rules are stricter than EPA’s rules. 

Bill is intended to ensure consistency between the two sets of rules. The bill will also modify Ecology’s current rules by requiring GHG reporting from fuel suppliers instead of from on-road fleet operators.

	4
	SB 6214
	Growth Management Hearings Boards
	Reduces the number of Growth Management Hearings Boards from three to one.

Reduces the total number of board members from nine to seven and make other changes related to the board’s adjudicative and operational functioning.

	Signed
	May add to the length of time for land use appeals to be resolved.

	5
	SB 6286
	Flood Control Districts Liability and Powers 
	Flood control zone districts: 

1. Provides immunity from liability for any non-contractual acts or omissions relating to the improvement, protection, regulation, and control for flood prevention and navigation purposes of any river or its tributaries.

2. May use covered volunteer emergency workers during an emergency.

3. May provide grant funds to political subdivisions of the state that are located within the boundaries of the zone, so long as the use of the funds are within the flood control zone district's authorized purposes.

	Signed
	Not directly related to King County except through its actions on behalf of the Flood Control District.

Achieves liability protection for the District relating to its activities and use of volunteer workers.

Clarifies the authority under which the District may allocate funds, such as the 10% Opportunity Fund, to cities within the District for uses as permitted in statute.

	6
	HB 2538
	Transfer of Development Rights
	A city that elects to include subarea development elements into its comprehensive plan must establish a TDR program, in consultation with the county, that conserves long-term commercially significant agriculture and forest land.

If the city does not establish a TDR program, it must state the reasons in the record.

A city's decision to not establish a TDR program may not be appealed.

	Signed
	May create additional markets for County TDR credits



	7
	HB 6481
	Forest Practices
	Counties planning under the GMA, with a population of 100,000 or more, are required to adopt forest practice regulations relating to conversion options. 

	Signed
	No effect on King County which enacted such regulations prior to 2000.  

	8
	HB 2408
	Notice Requirements
	Would have required notice to property owners when a county, city, or town modified its zoning requirements.

	· Failed to pass

· Reintroduced and retained in present status
	Would have increased notice-related costs of code-related legislation
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