18326
METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NOTICE OF ADOPTION

Ordinance 18326
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Metropolitan King County Council (the Council) held a public hearing in the Council Chambers on the 10th Floor of the King County Courthouse (516 Third Avenue, Seattle, WA) on Monday, July 25, 2016, beginning at 1:30 PM.  The purpose of this public hearing was to consider adoption of Proposed Ordinance 2016-0254 (Ordinance 18326) an ordinance relating to the County's marijuana regulations for producers, processors and retailers.
SUMMARY:

Ordinance 18326 amends the regulations pertaining to the County's zoning regulations for marijuana producers, processors and retailers.  Major changes include establishing a separation requirement between marijuana retailers; requiring business licenses for marijuana retailers; incentivizing medical marijuana retailers by allowing up to 3,000 square feet of retail space without a conditional use permit for medical endorsed retail outlets; modifying the allowance for marijuana producers and processors in the Rural Area zones by only allowing them in the Rural Area, one unit per ten acres (RA-10) and one unit per twenty acres (RA-20) zones on lots of at least ten acres, except on Vashon-Maury Island which retained its existing Rural Area limits; modifying the allowance for marijuana producers and processors in the Agricultural zones based on lot size; modifying setback requirements for Agricultural and Rural Area zones; clarifying requirements related to lighting and odor for producers and processors; defining legal nonconforming use allowances for those producers, processors and retailers previously engaged in the state licensing application process that have not vested to County regulations; requiring a follow-up work plan item from the County Executive, to analyze the fee amount for conditional use permit; requiring a follow-up work plan item from the County Executive, to analyze where to allow marijuana retailers in the Neighborhood Business zones; and requiring a follow-up work plan item from the County Executive, to analyze whether to allow marijuana businesses in the Urban Reserve zones and what the development regulations should be in the RA-10 zones; and requiring a follow-up work plan item from the County Executive, to analyze the marijuana industry in King County and the impacts of retail stores and marijuana processors on the residents of unincorporated King County.  Ordinance 18326 also repealed sections of Ordinance 18269, which had adopted a moratorium on marijuana businesses in April 2016.
A copy of Ordinance 18326 will be mailed upon request to the Clerk of the Council, Room 1200, King County Courthouse, 516 Third Avenue, Seattle, WA  98104, telephone 206-477-1020. It is available on the Internet at http://www.kingcounty.gov/council/clerk/notice_enactment.aspx, and at http://mkcclegisearch.kingcounty.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2722493&GUID=633997D9-1ECD-4450-A8E8-F5F6B526E0FE&Options=ID|Text|&Search=2016-0254.  
Dated at Seattle, Washington, this 17th day of August, 2016.
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