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August 25, 2006
The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

Enclosed is an ordinance authorizing the King County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement with the city of Newcastle to transfer county road properties and grant easements to the city of Newcastle for the city’s project on Coal Creek Parkway (Parkway).  
Coal Creek Parkway has been a priority for the county, as well as the cities of Newcastle and Renton, since 2000 when the city of Newcastle began Phase 1 of its Coal Creek Parkway improvements.  Newcastle’s Phase 1 improvements extended from Southeast 72nd Street to Southeast 84th Street on Coal Creek Parkway. 

The county and the cities continue to make Coal Creek Parkway a priority by designing safety and traffic improvements to reduce congestion and improve safety along the currently two-lane Parkway.  Parkway improvements include the following:

· Newcastle is now in the design phase of improvements that will extend from Southeast 84th Way to Southeast 95th Way and will widen the Parkway to five lanes.
· The county’s project on Coal Creek Parkway extends from Southeast 95th Way to Southeast 100th Place.  It connects to the Newcastle project at Southeast 95th Way.  The county improvements will widen the Parkway to four through lanes with turn pockets where needed and include pedestrian and bicycle facilities.  The project extends from the Renton city limits to the Newcastle city limits.  
· Renton’s Parkway (known as Duvall Avenue within the city of Renton) project extends from SR 900 to the City’s north limits.  Renton’s project will widen Duvall Avenue to four through lanes with a two-way left turn lane and other improvements.
The county and the city of Renton entered into an interagency agreement in 2003 to design, permit, and construct the Parkway improvements together as one project.  At that time, the city of Renton agreed to act as the lead agency for the combined improvements.  Project design is now nearing completion on the Renton improvements just as the city of Newcastle has identified right-of-way acquisition needs for their own Parkway project.  Properties that King County’s Road Services Division (RSD) have previously purchased for its own Parkway project and which are directly adjacent to the Newcastle project, will also provide to Newcastle the exact needed right-of-way and easements to complete Newcastle’s project. 
The city of Newcastle has requested the RSD transfer to them portions of each of these properties for Newcastle’s right-of-way and easements.  RSD has now identified those parts of the properties that aren’t needed for the county project.  City of Renton staff have been consulted, and agree that these properties are large enough to meet the needs for RSD Parkway improvements and also for Newcastle’s use. In the spirit of working collaboratively with other governments to improve regional transportation mobility, and as authorized by KCC 4.56.140, I propose the county transfer to the city of Newcastle the properties and grant the easements needed for Newcastle’s Parkway project.  The county will benefit from Newcastle’s use of the properties and easements for its project because Newcastle’s timely completion of its project is an essential link in this regional transportation improvement. This will ensure that the county’s project provides maximum benefit to the traveling public. I believe this represents adequate consideration, and that monetary compensation is not necessary.  It is for this purpose that I am transmitting the attached ordinance for your approval.  By authorizing the transfer of these properties and the granting of these easements, we will be able to ensure that the city of Newcastle has the necessary right-of-way and easements to proceed.  
I also ask for your expeditious action in approving this ordinance.  The city of Newcastle has informed my staff that the city must obtain right-of-way certification by early fall to meet federal requirements for the grant the city has been awarded to construct this project.  I understand that once council begins work on budget related matters there will not be an opportunity to act on a matter such as this until well after Newcastle’s right-of-way certification deadline.  This is why I ask for your immediate action.
You may be interested to know that one of the funding sources for the RSD’s property purchase was the Transportation Improvement Board (TIB).  The value of the properties and easements that I propose transferring to Newcastle is well below the RSD’s reimbursement from TIB for its right-of-way acquisition, insuring the transaction will not jeopardize RSD’s TIB grant. 
The Metropolitan King County Council will further collaboration among the county and the cities of Newcastle and Renton by facilitating the city of Newcastle’s acquisition of the road right-of-way and easements necessary to complete its project.  The attached agreement provides for the county to transfer to Newcastle the property and easements.  I recommend the council approve this ordinance.

If you have any questions regarding this ordinance, please contact Linda Dougherty, Division Director of the Department of Transportation’s Road Services Division, at 206-296-6590.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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