Attachment 3

Information Currently Used by the Superior Court at Arraignment

Pending trial, judges have the option to release a defendant on personal recognizance, to allow the defendant to post bail or an appearance bond, to order the defendant to an alternative program, or a combination of conditions.  The Court currently uses information compiled from a number of sources to aid in judicial decisions as to whether a pretrial defendant will be required by the Court to participate in one of three Community Corrections Division alternatives to secure detention programs.  
The DAJD Intake Services Unit (ISU) also conducts an interview after booking that includes the following information:  any previous arrests and/or convictions, warrant history, as well as verification of whether the defendant has a stable work history, stable housing, employment, or other ties to the community.  ISU implements administrative court orders which release individuals on personal recognizance pending disposition of their charges.  

Court Rules (CrR) are established by the Washington Supreme Court and are binding upon lower courts.  CrR 3.2 has been reported by the Superior Court to be essential for guiding decisions.  The rule includes a presumption of innocence, directs that the court shall presume release on personal recognizance unless that release will not reasonably assure the defendant's appearance in court or there is a likely danger to public safety.  

The Court also considers facts set forth in CrR 3.3(c) and any other factors considered relevant by the judge such as charging documents provided by the Deputy Prosecuting Attorney and interviews conducted by the Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention.  

The Court uses the following information to inform its release decision:

1. Details of the charge and the PAO understanding of past history and basis for a bail request;

2. Certification for Determination of Probable Cause which is a sworn statement by the arresting officer; 

3. PAO Appendix B that lists a defendant’s criminal convictions at all levels of court, based upon county, state, and a nation-wide databases;

4. Court Services Interview Sheet that is compiled from King County records and data.  If the defendant agrees to an interview, the records include self-reported information about residential, marital and family status, employment, education, substance abuse, mental health information, special needs, and contact information for references.  The court services sheet will also show the court when staff have been able verify data provided by the defendant;

5. Judicial information from the Washington Judicial Information system, showing previous records and compliance;
6.  Representations by deputy prosecuting attorney, victim’s advocates, defense counsel, and others.
