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Metropolitan King County Council

Committee of the Whole
STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  6
       DATE: September 7, 2004
BRIEFING: 2004-B0169
       PREPARED BY: Doug Stevenson
SUBJECT:  A proposed motion directing the Executive to develop policies related to siting and permitting homeless encampments.
SUMMARY:   Proposed Motion 2004-0432 was developed at the request of Councilmember Edmonds to respond to the findings and  recommendations of the Citizens’ Advisory Commission on Homeless Encampments.  These findings and recommendations are included in the commission’s report presented under the previous agenda item.  
The proposed motion recognizes the commission findings that while homeless encampments are needed as an interim measure, they are not a long term means of solving homelessness.  The current need for encampments is, in fact, seen as an indication of the failure to adequately address and solve the problem of homelessness.  The motion, therefore, calls for the Executive to develop specific policies for the siting and permitting of encampments as well as to make recommendations to the Council regarding what steps the county can take to help the region begin making real progress on this problem.  
The policies are to be based on review of the policy and procedural guidelines recommended in the commission’s report and submitted for Council review and approval by the end of October 2004.  The recommendations regarding longer term steps the county can take to to help solve homelessness are to be developed as part of the county’s review of the 10 Year Plan to End Homelessness.  This plan is about to be completed by the broad-based Committee to End Homelessness in King County.  The committee involves people concerned about homelessness from the faith and philanthropic communities as well as service providers and city and county departments.  It is seeking to create the vision and political will to make a real difference with this seemingly intractable problem and is about to ask the county, cities, United Way and all of the other responsible and affected parties how they are going to step up to the plate.  The motions calls for the Executive to submit his recommendations regarding the longer term effort within 90 days of the completion of the 10 year plan to end homelessness.  
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