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January 5, 2015
The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:
This letter transmits an ordinance that will protect water quality by enabling King County to acquire property near the intersection of Rainier Avenue South and Martin Luther King Jr. Way South, and at the intersection of Rainier Avenue South and South Bayview Street, through condemnation, if necessary, to allow for the construction of the Rainier Valley Wet Weather Storage facility (Hanford #1 Project).
The Hanford #1 Project was approved in the County’s long-term combined sewer overflow (CSO) control plan under Ordinance 17413. Under this project, a new sewer pipeline will be installed near the intersection of Rainier Avenue South and South Bayview Street and a new storage tank will be constructed at the intersection of South Hanford Street and South 27th Avenue. These new facilities will keep sewage and polluted stormwater from the Mt. Baker and northern Rainier Valley neighborhoods out of the Duwamish River. By December 31, 2019, the Hanford #1 Project will be completed, and is anticipated to reduce CSO volumes from the Hanford outfall into the Duwamish River by at least 91 percent.
Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) staff met with the City of Seattle’s Department of Planning and Development (DPD) to discuss the transit-oriented development planned for property near the Hanford#1 Project. WTD is committed to continued coordination with DPD staff to ensure WTD’s Hanford #1 Project is a good neighbor to future development.
This ordinance supports King County’s Strategic Plan goals by safeguarding the environment by protecting water quality and providing safe, reliable wastewater treatment. In addition, this ordinance will ensure that the WTD of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks is able to comply with the construction schedule for the Hanford #1 Project in the federal CSO consent decree that King County, the United States (U.S.) Department of Justice, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Washington State Department of Ecology entered into in July 2013.
This ordinance will authorize the acquisition by condemnation of permanent and temporary easements on properties owned by Worthington Real Estate LLC and Niro Investments LLC and Harry T. Yoshimura dba Mutual Fish Company, as shown in Attachment A. The ordinance also authorizes condemnation for the purpose of relocating personal property from a large storage building owned by Harry T. Yoshimura dba Mutual Fish Company.
The WTD has negotiated extensively with the property owners listed above; however, as of this date, it does not appear that WTD will reach agreement with the property owners. Condemnation authority for these easement interests is necessary to apply for master use permits for the Hanford #1 Project and to acquire necessary property rights to meet the project schedule. Per RCW 8.25.290, a notice of public hearing will be posted in the legal newspaper with the largest circulation for the area where the properties are located for two consecutive weeks.
Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. This important legislation will allow King County residents to enjoy clean water as sewage and municipal stormwater is prevented from discharging into the Duwamish River. 
If you would like more information regarding this ordinance, please contact Sharman Herrin, Government Relations Administrator, in the Wastewater Treatment Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-477-5376.
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive
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