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This summary fulfills the state Growth Management Act and King County Ordinance 13147 requirement for a “plain language summary.”

Background
King County Land Use and Zoning Regulations govern the development and use of land and the construction of structures in unincorporated King County.  K.C.C. Chapter 21A.55 authorizes demonstration projects, subject to certain regulations, to develop best management practices, identify potential code changes, and explore new ways to meet goals.

The 2009 FARMS REPORT (Future of Agriculture Realizing Meaningful Solutions) identifies alluvial fans as an ongoing problem for operational needs of farmers and landowners in Agriculture Production Districts (APDs) and for protection and improvement of fish spawning habitat in tributary streams.  The Report calls for the county to work collaboratively with other groups to implement and monitor a variety of model projects to manage alluvial fans.

The 2012 King County Comprehensive Plan policy R-671 states that the county should use pilot or demonstration projects and multi-agency collaboration to develop a new suite of practices that will provide options for landowners whose existing operations are affected by alluvial fan deposits.  Comprehensive Plan policy E-499f calls for the county to improve the management of alluvial fans by developing and clarifying definitions of alluvial fans, mapping the locations of existing alluvial fans, and developing appropriate management strategies.  Findings from pilot projects should inform management strategies for alluvial fans.

Proposed Ordinance
The demonstration project will consist of up to five individual projects located within the Snoqualmie River watershed basin, INSIDE areas of shoreline jurisdiction, and will be implemented within streams with mean annual flows of less than twenty cubic feet per second.  The individual projects will involve property owners constructing sediment management facilities designed by the Department of Natural Resources and Parks on alluvial fans with existing infrastructure.  “Existing infrastructure” includes such things as structures, utilities, roads, fences and pipe systems, or cleared alluvial fans used for agricultural or recreational purposes.  

The proposed ordinance modifies King County development regulations in the following general ways. 
· Adds definitions of alluvial fans and sediment management facilities,
· Makes “sediment management facilities” an “allowed alteration” under K.C.C. 21A.24.045,
· Allows a negligible rise in the level of a water body provided the impacts do not create a measurable increase in the base flood elevation anywhere offsite, and
· Assumes the project Flood Hazard Area covers the entire alluvial fan, not a portion of it.

These pilot projects will test different designs, identify best management practices, and determine whether sediment management facilities are a viable way to address alluvial fans and the buildup of deposited materials.  

The demonstration project shall be administered jointly by the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, Water and Land Resources Division, and the Department of Permitting and Environmental Services.

The demonstration project will last for one year.  A report by the Executive on lessons learned and proposed code amendments will be transmitted to the Council.
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