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Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee

REVISED STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM: 8
       DATE: December 4, 2003

BRIEFING: 2003-0528
       PREPARED BY: Doug Stevenson
SUBJECT:  A MOTION authorizing the King County Department of Public Health to accept the donation of a Nikon Coolscan 4000 to be used by the Medical Examiner.
On December 4h the Law, Justice and Human Services Committee reviewed the motion and made a verbal amendment to replace Nikon Coolscan 400 with Nikon Coolscan 4000 to show the correct model.   The Committee adopted the amendment and gave a DO PASS recommendation to the amended Motion.
SUMMARY:  The SIDS Foundation of Washington has funded an intern in the Medical Examiner’s Office to conduct a study of infant deaths from 1984 to the present.  Current records are kept in a digital format, but older records are kept on 35 mm photo slides.  In order to access the older records in the new, easier to use format, the SIDS Foundation proposes to donate a Nikon Coolscan 4000 camera to the Medical Examiner.  The foundation researched sending out the slides for conversion but found it was less expensive to buy the camera.  The camera is expected to cost about $1400.  This donation will not only allow the SIDS Foundation to complete its study but also provide the Medical Examiner with state-of-the-art equipment it can use to assist in all of its death investigation work.   Council authorization is necessary before the Health Department can accept any outside donations. 
The proposed motion needs to be amended to refer to the correct model, which is the Nikon Coolscan 4000.  The proposed motion refers to the model as the Nikon Coolscan 400.
