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September 15, 2005

The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

This letter transmits an ordinance authorizing the execution of a purchase and sale agreement for the sale of the surplus South Park Custodial Landfill property to South Park Property Development, LLC for $1.6 million.

The South Park Custodial Landfill property is a 19.4 acre property located next to the City of Seattle’s South Transfer Station.  The property was acquired through tax title acquisition beginning in 1937 and leased to the City of Seattle as a landfill from 1958 through 1978.  The legal description of the property is attached to the ordinance as Attachment A. 

In June 2000, the property was declared surplus.  The declaration is attached to the ordinance as Attachment B.  No other county departments have expressed interest in the property.  The property is zoned to include industrial, commercial and retail uses but was declared not suitable for affordable housing due to its history as a refuse disposal site.

On July 1, 1996, the King County Council unanimously passed Motion 9885 supporting the development of a request for proposal (RFP) for the subject property to encourage the development of jobs through participation by private and public development communities to create alternatives to the underutilization of the South Park Landfill site.  Earlier negotiations for the sale of the property were unsuccessful.  On July 25, 2005, King County and South Park Property Development, LLC successfully negotiated a purchase and sale agreement.  The purchase and sale agreement is attached to the ordinance as Attachment C.
Approval by the Council of the sale of the South Park Landfill surplus property will minimize the underutilization of this publicly-owned property by allowing for cleanup of the site in cooperation with the Washington State Department of Ecology; for post cleanup use of the property as a location for industry sufficient to provide living wage jobs to King County residents; and design of a facility that will improve aesthetics and quality of life in the South Park neighborhood.

Approval of the sale will also allow for the negotiation of the acquisition of comprehensive environmental liability insurance coverage for King County at the purchaser’s expense to cover any potential future King County liability related to the past operation and ownership of the property.

The South Park Landfill property is owned by the King County General Fund.  In a combination of 1997 and 1999 King County adopted budget ordinances a total of $1,894,000 of budget authority was approved for a Solid Waste Division capital project entitled “South Park Investigation.”  The Division expended the full amount of the budget authority to investigate and remediate environmental conditions at the property so that it may be developed consistent with Motion 9885.  The sale proceeds will be deposited in the King County General Fund.  The attached appropriation ordinance provides for the transfer of the proceeds to reimburse the  King County Solid Waste Division for financial expenditures the division incurred for characterization and monitoring of the property as a temporary custodian of the property.      If you need more information, please contact Theresa Jennings, Division Director of the Solid Waste Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-296-4385.

Thank you for your consideration of these ordinances.
Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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Sid Bender, Budget Supervisor, OMB
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