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SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2015-0001 would confirm the appointment of Lorinda Youngcourt as King County Public Defender and Director of the Department of Public Defense.

BACKGROUND

The Department of Public Defense

For more than 40 years King County provided public defense services to indigent county residents through private, nonprofit, public defense agencies. In response to a Washington Supreme Court ruling and the proposed settlement of a class action lawsuit against the County regarding county benefits for public defense agency employees (Dolan v. King County), the agency employees were invited to join the County on July 1, 2013, as county employees with full benefits. Almost all of the agency employees accepted the invitation.

In anticipation of the July 1, 2013, transition, the Council on May 20, 2013, by Ordinance 17588, established a Department of Public Defense (DPD) and included provisions to ensure that current and future public defense clients would have access to public defense services without interruption as the transition from four nonprofit agencies to a county Department of Public Defense was implemented. On July 1, 2013, the Council adopted Ordinance 17614, which placed on the November 2013 ballot a charter amendment that made DPD a charter-based department headed by a King County Public Defender and created a Public Defense Advisory Board. The voters approved the charter amendment.

DPD currently includes about 400 staff, including about 225 attorneys, working in five locations in Seattle and one location in Kent. They are grouped in an administrative office and four divisions. DPD’s practice areas are listed in the table below, which was prepared by DPD. The table also includes preliminary 2014 data for new case assignments (not current caseloads).
	Practice Area
	 2014 New Case Assignments[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Case assignments are not necessarily a measure of attorney workload, which is calculated using a weighted case credit system in some areas of practice.] 


	Felony
	5,791

	Felony (reviews only)
	329

	Drug Diversion Court
	467

	KC Misdemeanor
	5,734

	KC Misdemeanor (probation reviews only)
	1,774

	Seattle Municipal Court
	4,145

	Seattle Municipal Court (probation reviews only)
	2,555

	Mental Health Court
	859

	Juvenile Offender
	1,752

	Juvenile Offender (reviews only)
	518

	Juvenile Status Offenses (ARY/CHINS/Truancy)
	346

	Dependency
	1,606

	Contempt of Court Calendar
	147

	Involuntary Treatment
	3,586

	Sexual Offender Commitment (SOC/SVP)
	9

	Total
	29,618



For the first 19 months of its existence, DPD was led on an interim basis by David Chapman. He did not seek the permanent position of County Public Defender.

The Process for Selecting the County Public Defender

The King County Charter (§§ 350.20.61, 250.20.65) and the King County Code (K.C.C. 2.60.026) prescribe the process for appointment and confirmation of the County Public Defender. The process begins with a national recruitment of candidates by the Executive, who then provides to the Public Defense Advisory Board the names, resumés, and other relevant information about all candidates who meet the qualifications for office set forth in the charter and the code. Within 60 days the Board is required to recommend three candidates, one of whom the Executive must appoint. The Executive has the option to ask the Board to recommend three additional candidates, and then choose from among the six, but he did not exercise that option in making this appointment. The Executive’s appointment is subject to confirmation by the Council.

On December 8, 2014, following the selection process described above, the Executive announced the appointment of Lorinda Youngcourt as King County Public Defender and Director of the Department of Public Defense, effective January 19, 2015.

MS. YOUNGCOURT’S BACKGROUND AND QUALIFICATIONS

As described in the Executive’s transmittal letter (Att. 5), Ms. Youngcourt has been appointed as the County Public Defender because of her “deep commitment to indigent defense, . . . [her] proven skills and expertise in protecting the rights of the accused as guaranteed under the Constitution,” and her “national reputation for upholding the highest traditions of public defense.”

The Executive’s press release quotes Ms. Youngcourt as saying, “I’m deeply honored for the opportunity to bring my strong values and experience to King County’s public defense system. King County is known throughout the country for its committed staff, strong advocacy, and client-centered approach. I look forward to working with the staff, the advisory board, the Executive, and the County Council in taking public defense to the next level in King County.”

Education and Experience

Ms. Youngcourt received both her undergraduate degree and her law degree from Indiana University, graduating with a B.A. degree in Criminal Justice in 1985 and a J.D. degree in 1988.

She comes to King County from Bedford, Indiana, where she was Chief Public Defender for the Lawrence County Public Defender Agency. There she created a new office of indigent defense services to replace a system in which private attorneys were hired and fired by local judges. She also chaired the Indiana Public Defender Council, a state judicial branch agency that provides support services to the state’s public defenders and statewide leadership on criminal justice issues. According to its website, the council has about 1,100 members.

Ms. Youngcourt’s work experience, which is described in more detail in her resumé (in the Confirmation Packet, Att. 2), is summarized below in reverse chronological order:

· Chief Public Defender (2010-2015)
Lawrence County Public Defender Agency, Bedford, IN
(Created the current public defense system and supervised a staff of six attorneys, three legal assistants, and interns.)
· Owner (2000-2010)
Youngcourt Law Office, Huron, IN
(Provided criminal defense services with a primary focus on capital litigation; represented capital defendants in counties across Indiana and in the federal courts.)
· Partner (1992-2000)
Evans, Dowling & Youngcourt, Indianapolis, IN
(Provided criminal defense services with a primary focus on capital litigation.)
· Part-time Contractual Public Defender (1993-1999)
Marion County Public Defender Agency, Indianapolis, IN
(Handled major felony cases.)
· Deputy Public Defender, Capital Unit (1988-1992)
State Public Defender’s Office, Indianapolis, IN
(Litigated post-conviction petitions on behalf of clients on Indiana’s death row; served as capital litigation supervisor, 1991-1992.)
Ms. Youngcourt also has substantial teaching experience (Confirmation Packet, Att. 2):
· Adjunct Instructor (2014-2015)
Indiana University School of Criminal Justice
· Faculty (2000-2014)
Indiana Trial Practice Institute
· Faculty (2002-Present)
National Criminal Defense College
Mercer Law School, Macon, GA
· Faculty (2005-Present)
Litigation Persuasion Institute
Kentucky Department of Public Advocacy
· Faculty (2009-2010)
Darrow Death Penalty College
DePaul University College of Law, Chicago, IL
Recommendations

Ms. Youngcourt’s appointment is supported by letters of recommendation (in the Confirmation Packet, Att. 2) from the following individuals:

· Marc Boman, Chair
King County Public Defense Advisory Board, Seattle, WA
· David E. Cook, Judge
Marion Superior Court, Indianapolis, IN
· Michael A. Robbins, Judge
Lawrence Superior Court, Bedford, IN
· Michelle L. Woodward
Lawrence County Prosecuting Attorney, Bedford, IN
· Linda Kay Henderson, Chair
Lawrence County Public Defender Board, Bedford, IN

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2015-0001 
2. Confirmation Packet
3. King County Charter §§ 350.20.60, 350,20.61, 350.20.65
4. KCC Chapter 2.60
5. Transmittal letter

INVITED

1. Lorinda Youngcourt, King County Public Defender
2. Rhonda Berry, Chief of Operations, King County Executive Office
3. Marc Boman, Chair, King County Public Defense Advisory Committee
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