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June 6, 2003

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E 

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

The purpose of this letter is to transmit a proposed ordinance that will authorize a supplemental budget appropriation of $573,441 for the new Transit Communications Center (Appropriation A00532).  These funds will be used to complete the pre-design and design effort for this building.

As discussed at recent Transportation Committee meetings, the transit radio system is scheduled for replacement in 2005 to comply with changes in FCC radio bandwidth policy and to replace obsolete equipment.  The design of this project needs to move forward now to avoid additional delay for the radio system replacement.

The proposed Communications Center will be adjacent to the busway and across the street from Atlantic/Central Base.  The new building will include the space necessary to support radio communications (voice and data) with bus drivers, and to manage the downtown tunnel’s operating systems.  Staff from the Transit Division, Facilities Management Division and Office of Management and Budget will work together to develop the programming proposal and proposed construction budget for this project.  Space to co-locate the Transit Police and Service Quality will not be included.  Upon approval of this ordinance, discussions will begin with Sound Transit to determine if their equipment and staff to manage the operation of Sound Transit’s light rail system will also be included in the new Communications Center.

The Communications Center is the heart of transit operations and in an emergency operates as Transit’s Emergency Operations Center (EOC).  The importance of Transit’s EOC is highlighted in King County’s Emergency Plan and is an integral part of the County’s response to regional emergencies.  To ensure operation throughout an emergency, the Communication Center will need to be constructed as an essential facility. 

I appreciate your prompt action on this ordinance.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:
 David deCourcy, Chief of Staff

 Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




 Rebecha Cusack, Lead Staff, BFM Committee




 Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget


Harold Taniguchi, Director, Department of Transportation (DOT)

Rick Walsh, General Manager, Transit Division, DOT

Jim Jacobson, Deputy General Manager, Transit Division, DOT

