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SUBJECT

A review of the work program areas for the Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee for 2010, including discussion by members of the work program.
SUMMARY

For 2010, the Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee will continue to develop policy direction for the county’s law, justice, health and human services. This will be accomplished through review of legislation, evaluation of required proviso responses, and through specific briefings. The attached work plan outlines expected legislation that will be referred to the committee, along with potential briefings in the law, justice and emergency management areas and in the health and human services areas.

The purpose of this briefing is for committee members to review and discuss the work program.
BACKGROUND
On January 19, 2010 the King County Council adopted Motion 13129.  This motion establishes the organization of the Council for 2010, creates the committees of the Council, and outlines committee responsibilities. Section VI includes a description of the Law, Justice, Health and Human Services (LJHHS) Committee as follows:

Law, justice, health and human services committee.


  1.  The committee shall consider and make recommendations on policies relating to:


    a.  law, safety, criminal justice and emergency management programs including those related to public safety; adult detention; juvenile justice and youth services; superior and district courts; judicial administration; prosecuting attorney; public defense; emergency medical services; emergency management, including disaster response, emergency preparedness and emergency planning; 


    b.  public health programs, including those related to the protection, promotion and provision functions of the department of public health, including the structure of the public health centers; and


    c.  human services programs, including review of the veterans and human services levy programs and options for levy renewal; therapeutic and low-income housing; and civil rights and social justice.


  2.  In the areas within the committee's purview, the committee shall track state and federal legislative action and develop recommendations on policy direction for the 2011 annual budget.

Motion 13129 also assigns the membership of the Committee including identification of Councilmember Reagan Dunn as the Chair and Councilmember Larry Gossett as Vice-chair.  The remaining members of the 2010 LJHHS Committee include Councilmembers Bob Ferguson, Jan Drago and Kathy Lambert. The Committee meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month at 1:30. There are 15 LJHHS Committee meetings planned for 2010, not including any special meetings that may be scheduled.
Of note in the description of the LJHHS Committee duties is developing policy recommendations for the 2011 annual budget. This will require coordination with the Budget and Financial Management (BFM) Committee, as final, consolidated policy recommendations for the 2011 budget will be developed by the BFM Committee. Policy recommendations will be restricted by available revenues, as revenues to support criminal justice, emergency management, and health and human services for 2010 and 2011 are being challenged by the structural deficit of the county’s General Fund and the ongoing economic crises in the County, the region and the country. 
Work Program Items

Legislation: Much of the policy work of the LJHHS Committee involves review of, and action on, legislation, as well as evaluation of required proviso responses.  The draft work program (Attachment 1) recognizes these elements of the Committee’s work under item I, with a list of legislation that is anticipated to be referred to the Committee in 2010. In addition to the work described in the attachment, the Committee will likely be considering other as-yet-unforeseen legislation.

The LJHHS Committee also confirms by motion Executive appointments to ten boards and commissions. A full list of these bodies is shown on page one of Attachment 1.
Briefings: Another aspect of the Committee’s work is receiving briefings on key LJHHS issues and activities. These briefings inform the Committee’s policy discussions and recommendations, and will often include separately elected officials, community representatives, or members of Executive staff; items II and III on Attachment 1 outline a variety of potential LJHHS briefing topics.
Other Business: There are other business items that will appear on LJHHS agendas from time to time, such as:
· A listing of grant alerts. Members receive copies of the alerts which show the grants that are being sought by King County departments and agencies. Typically, grant alerts are not discussed during the meeting unless members have specific questions.
· New in 2010 at LJHHS will be reports from outside committees, where updates from meetings of the county’s Criminal Justice Council and the Regional Law, Safety and Justice Committee will be provided. 
CONCLUSION

The purpose of the LJHHS work program is to guide and inform the Committee’s work by identifying policy areas for legislative action or for briefings. It is notable, however, that there may be items which come before the Committee that are not on the work program; and likewise, some items on the work program may not come before the committee in 2010.
The Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee’s 2010 work program, will be revised by staff to include any changes as the result of discussion at this meeting. The final work program will be distributed to members at the next meeting. 
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