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SUMMARY:  
The proposed ordinance would add a new position on the Emergency Management Advisory Committee (EMAC) representing the Health Care Coalition. 
BACKGROUND:
King County Code 2.36.055 establishes the EMAC and its purpose.  The EMAC coordinates regional emergency planning and advises the King County Executive and Council on emergency management matters.  The EMAC members also serve as the basis for the Region 6 Homeland Security Council. Currently the EMAC is comprised of a diverse membership representing the agencies listed in Attachment 2 to this report. 
ANALYSIS:
The EMAC has determined that it would benefit from the addition of a representative from the Health Care Coalition. In their view, the Coalition will play an important role in emergency management and homeland security issues.  
Formed in November, 2005, the King County Healthcare Coalition is a voluntary organization that is open to all organizations that provide healthcare services in King County.  The Coalition has over 40 non-governmental organizations that provide direct health services.  An additional 30 governmental health agencies and health-related organizations are partners in the network and are committed to strengthening the healthcare system for emergencies. The purpose of the Coalition is to develop a coordinated and effective medical and public health system response to all hazards through: 

· Effective communications systems and protocols;

· Strategic acquisition and management of resources;

· Collaborative response planning.

The Healthcare Coalition plays an important role in regional preparedness and response planning initiatives.  Preparedness roles include providing a regional structure and process for members and partners to jointly plan and problem-solve.  In addition, the Coalition co-sponsors a Regional Medical Resource Center to coordinate medical assets and communications for the county’s healthcare system.  The Coalition’s response role includes providing a structure for the health care system to address priorities that arise during an emergency response.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2008-0268
2. Attachment 2, KCC 2.36.055 (part) EMAC membership
3. Transmittal letter received May 6, 2008
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