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Mission: We improve food

safety to protect the public
from foodborne illness




Program Overview
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Services Provided Annually:
Permit and inspect:
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More than12,000 permanent food
businesses such as restaurants,
delis, groceries, meat shops, coffee
shops

3,500 temporary food businesses
50 farmers markets

800 mobile food units (e.g., food
trucks, carts)

More than 400 donated food
distributing organizations

Review and approve:
o 800 - 1,000 new plan

review applications

Investigate and respond to:

o More than 1,000 complaints




Food Safety Training and
C()mmunity Engagement Food handler training (50k food worker

cards issued annually)

Community-based information sessions
to provide 1:1 support to new food
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T —— Media engagement including interviews,
blogs, and social media

Select a tab by year below to display a list of King County investigations and state and national outbreaks with reported
King County cases

Online quarterly stakeholder meetings
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View public disclosures of food-
related illness outbreaks
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Subscribe to quarterly food safety
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Unpermitted Street Food Vending

There are different types of unpermitted vendors. Some vendors lack knowledge or resources to
obtain a permit, whereas others have both knowledge/resources but refuse to do so.

Concerns include:
o Increased risk of foodborne illness
o Public safety risks (fire and zoning)

o lllegal dumping of waste in stormwater
drains

o Potential labor standards violations/labor
trafficking

o Economic damage to permitted food
businesses through unfair competition

o Lostrevenue: licensing, taxes, jobs
o Food inspector safety

o Tensions between permitted & unpermitted
vendors




Permitting Barriers & Implemented Strategies

Barrier Strategy
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Unpermitted Street Food Vending Trends
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* Run large operations (not small “Mom-
and-Pop” shops)

« Work out of makeshift residential units

* Prepare large amounts of food

* Work across county and state lines

« Refuse to engage with Public Health

* Reopen as soon as inspectors walk away




Interagency
collaboration is key

Public

Health—
Seattle &
King
Economic Labor
Development agencies

WA State
Stormwater

Dept. of
management Unpermitted HeF;ﬂth

street food
vendors

Other Local
Health
Jurisdictions

Local code
enforcement

Street use
enforcement and zoning



Public Health Efforts to

AddI'eSS Unpermitted Street Engagement with community-based organizations
. (CBOs), including information sessions with 1:1
FOOd Vendlng support to reduce barriers to permitting

’ pavg o

8 }, 7/ S
b § A

" )

Commissary kitchen voucher program
Public education

Engagement with Sound Cities Association

Coordination with City of Seattle (OED, SDOT, SPD,
SCDI, Fire, Parks, code enforcement) and other
cities

Collaboration with the Washington State Dept. of
Health and other local health jurisdictions on state
codes & potential interagency task force

Progressive compliance plan




Community Voices

"Our primary concern is regarding public health and safety. Violations of the food code can make people very sick, or
worse. We don’t want the public to ever question the safety of food prepared by mobile food vendors, which
is why this issue is of such great concern and importance to us...

The prevalence of unlicensed and unpermitted food vendors is a real slap in the face to legitimate food service
establishments that are obtaining and paying for the required licenses and permits and are strictly complying with the
food code."

- Lori Johnson, Executive Director, WA State Food Truck Association

“Until recently, I was preparing my food in a licensed commissary kitchen, but it closed a few months ago. Since then, I
have been without a commissary, which has made it very difficult to prepare food safely and remain in compliance with
health requirements. I am seeking a voucher to help cover commissary kitchen fees so I can continue operating
responsibly and legally...Receiving this voucher would be a big help... allowing me to focus on preparing food
safely, supporting my family, and keeping my business going...

Access to a commissary kitchen is essential for my business, and this support would make a meaningful difference for
me and my family.”

-  Commissary Voucher Applicant
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FIFA World Cup 2026

We are part of a broader effort on preparedness and
response to support food safety for FIFA.

Public Health's focus is:

Responding to an increase in food permitting
requests

Conducting an increased number of food safety
Inspections

Responding to foodborne illness outbreaks
Addressing unpermitted food vending activity
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Thank youl

For questions contact:
KCBOHAdmin@kingcounty.gov
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