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SUBJECT

Use Agreement for Mel Olson Stadium at Steve Cox Memorial Park between the Parks and Recreation Division of the County’s Department of Natural Resources and Parks  and Seattle Preparatory School (“Seattle Prep”).
SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2010-0184 authorizes the Executive to enter into a 30-year agreement between the King County and Seattle Prep for the priority use and maintenance of Mel Olson Stadium at Steve Cox Memorial Park.
BACKGROUND

The Council-approved Parks’ Business Plan encourages the development of partnerships between the Parks and Recreation Division and other interests, including non-profit organizations, to foster the use and subsistence of County parks.  Additionally, King County code 
 authorizes agreements between the County and non-profit organizations for use of County facilities when that nonprofit agency will be providing services that will benefit the public.  
In furtherance of the Parks’ Business Plan and pursuant to the County Code, the Executive has negotiated a 30-year use agreement with Seattle Prep for the use of Mel Olson Stadium at Steve Cox Memorial Park in White Center.  The 30-year use agreement gives Seattle Prep priority, but not exclusive, use of the stadium for baseball practice and games, and related events.  
Seattle Prep, which has had a longstanding relationship with the County’s Parks and Recreation Division regarding use of that Stadium facility.  For the past 18 years, Mel Olsen Stadium has been the home field for Seattle prep’s baseball team.  Seattle Prep was instrumental in leading an effort in 2008 to rehabilitate the stadium.  Volunteers from the school donated extensive hours, well over 1000 hours of physical labor to the rehabilitation effort, and also coordinated fundraising efforts in support of that effort.  
In addition, the stadium rehabilitation project received a $430,000 grant from the Parks and Recreation Division’s Community Partnerships Grant Program; a program which is intended to assist partnership efforts between the Parks and Recreation Division and others to enhance public recreation opportunities. 

A variety of other community groups donated labor, including the Boy Scouts of America, Southwest Little League, University of Washington School of Social Work, Puget Sound Senior Baseball league, North Highline Fire District, King County Sheriff’s Office and the King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office.  The business community also provided help, supplying in-kind construction goods and services.  

The rehabilitation project was followed by the April, 2008 renaming of the park in honor of Steve Cox, a King County Sheriff’s Deputy who was killed in the line of duty in December 2006.   
Use Agreement

Proposed Ordinance 2010-0184 authorizes the Executive to sign a use agreement with Seattle Prep for the use of the Stadium.  Key provisions of the agreement are as follows:

· The County grants Seattle Prep a non-exclusive license for use of the Stadium, for up to 220 annual hours from late February through mid May, between 2:30 and 6:00 p.m. on weekdays.  The agreement expires on December 31, 2039.

· The Parks and Recreation Division and Seattle Prep will hold an annual meeting to discuss scheduling and operations, supplemental maintenance, and major maintenance/capital improvements.  At the meeting, Seattle Prep will provide the Parks and Recreation Division with a master schedule of their anticipated stadium use for the year.  Use of the facility by other groups or individuals will be scheduled by the Parks and Recreation Division.  

· Seattle Prep will perform “supplemental maintenance” of the facility in connection with Seattle Prep’s use of it, as described in the attached “Maintenance Guide” attached to the use agreement.   Seattle Prep will also endeavor to assist with the facility’s major maintenance through the provision of volunteer labor and project coordination, as well as fundraising assistance.  
· For each hour of scheduled use during 2009-2010, Seattle Prep will pay the Parks and Recreation Division a fee of $20; that amount will increase over time.  Ballfield lighting, scoreboard use, and other fees may also be charge by the Parks and Recreation Division.  

· Seattle Prep may display a sign or banner featuring Seattle Prep’s logo in a location within the stadium jointly agreed to by Seattle Prep and the Parks and Recreation Division.  

· The Parks and Recreation Division retains ownership of the facility, and retains the right to receive all facility use fees and other revenue streams derived from the use of the facility.  

· The agreement further addresses insurance requirements, assignment, hazardous substances, indemnification and hold harmless provisions, termination and dispute resolution, among other provisions.  
ANALYSIS

As noted, the Council-approved the Parks Division Business Plan includes language encouraging Parks to ”actively pursue partnership opportunities with nonprofit agencies …”  Additionally, County Code authorizes partnerships such as the one proposed by 2010-0184.  While the agreement continues to give preference for use of the facility to Seattle Prep, up to 220 hours annually, the Parks and Recreation Division will schedule other public users in remaining available hours. Seattle Prep also has continuing responsibilities for maintenance, assistance with capital improvements, and stewardship of the facility.  
AMENDMENTS

None.
ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2010-0184 with attachments
a. Attachment A:  Use Agreement between King County Parks and Recreation Division and Seattle Preparatory School regarding the Long-Term Use, Maintenance and Improvement of Mel Olson Stadium at Steve Cox Memorial Park

b. Attachment B:  Maintenance Guide

c. Attachment C: Contact Information for Seattle Prep’s Designated Maintenance Coordinator

d. Attachment D:  Insurance Requirements and Documentation of Coverage

2. Fiscal Note

3. Transmittal Letter dated March 9, 2010
4. News Release

5. Public Hearing Notice
� KCC 4.56.150E.1.d: “The county may enter into agreements for the use of county property with bona fide nonprofit organizations or with another governmental agency if the property is to be used in any one or more of the following ways: …d.  by the nonprofit organization or government agency to provide services that will benefit the public.”
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