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SUBJECT:
A briefing on the executives proposed changes to Chapter 5, Section 1 King County Comprehensive Plan on Parks, Recreation and Open Space.
BACKGROUND:

At the March 18th Natural Resources and Utilities Committee Meeting, a high level overview of Chapter 5 on Parks, Open Space, and Cultural Resources of the proposed Comprehensive Plan was presented.  This briefing will focus more specifically on Parks, Recreation and Open Space as found in Section I of the chapter.

The Parks, Recreation and Open Space Section provides the basis for the county to establish regulations, programs and services which protect the health of natural systems, provide recreational opportunities and support the linking of components of the open space system.  Section I is largely rewritten and restructured in the proposed comprehensive plan driven by the county’s attempt to address the budget shortfalls through measures taken since 1996.





























There are four themes within Section I that will serve as a focus for this briefing.  
New Business Strategy
In November of 2002, the council approved Phase II of the Parks and Recreation Division Business Transition Plan via Ordinance 2002-0450.  That measure: 

· Increased the division’s ability to support its operating revenue needs through entrepreneurial strategies; 

· Refocused services priorities for regional and rural/local unincorporated area parks.  
In recognition of the Business Plan, Section I of the Comprehensive Plan references the policy requiring the county to adopt an entrepreneurial approach to management and operations of the open space system and aggressively pursue entrepreneurial strategies in new language found in Paragraph 125.
Examples of DNRP’s new focus on revenue generation and financial sustainability through entrepreneurial activity can be seen in the Marymoor concert series, selling naming rights of the velodrome to Group Health, increased marketing of the county fair, vendor contracts, parking fees, etc.  
Recreation Program Delivery
To further address budget shortfalls, King County no longer provides direct delivery of recreation programs.  Policy language requiring the county to provide these services is stricken.  Instead, DNRP has taken on the role of facilitator of recreation programs offered by external agencies as referenced in Paragraph 106 and 107.  King County will still provide the facilities for recreational programs.  
References to certain past programs are stricken from the proposed language as seen in former Paragraph 113 where policy required organized sports for children in urban unincorporated areas where there is a disproportionate number of free and reduced price lunches offered through the school district. 
Urban Growth Areas
To further address budget shortfalls, King County is in the process of encouraging annexation of urban unincorporated areas and reducing local services to these areas.  To reflect the decreased role in urban growth areas, policy language requiring that local parks, trails and open spaces that complement the regional system should be provided in each community, is stricken in former Paragraph 105.
New language with policy requiring local parks, trails and open spaces that complement the regional system, in Rural Areas, is added in Paragraph 103.
Farmland and Forestland
In September of 2001 Parks merged with the Department of Natural Resources per Ordinance 2001-0288, becoming the Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP).  In the process, lands previously administered as farmland and forestland were included under the broad open space catagory.  
To incorporate this change into the Comprehensive Plan, new language has been added outlining farmland operational policy.  Examples of this can be seen in Paragraphs 110, 111 and 112 where preservation, best methods and practices, affordability and alignment with funding objectives are stated.
Forestry policy is outlined in Paragraphs 113 through 115 providing for active forestry, buffer zones, sustainable progressive management, revenue generation and timber production, conservation and public use.  King County forestry is provided for in Rural Areas and the Forest Production District.
While this language is new to Section I, it reflect continuing farmland and forestland management policy. 
Follow-Up Item
At the March 18th NRU Committee Meeting the question was raised as to the nature of the County’s recreational trail system.  There are different types of trails, mainly regional trails and local connecting trails.  The regional trail system crosses many jurisdictions, but is owned and managed by the county for continuity.  Local connecting trails provide access from and within a specific community and are the responsibility of the city in which it is located.  Some local connecting trails provide access and link up to regional trails.
The Committee may want to consider adding language to Section I that emphasizes the county’s continuing responsibilities for regional recreational trails.  The following is offered for committee consideration:

“King County shall maintain ownership and operating responsibilities for regional trails."








CONCLUSION:

The executive’s proposed changes to Section I reflect the many changes and policy directions that DNRP and the county as a whole have undergone since 1996.  These policies came into practice in recent years through adoption of new legislation.  The Comprehensive Plan has been updated to reflect this legislative activity and the budgetary measures taken to address the ongoing fiscal crisis.  
There are also stylistic, technical and structural revisions throughout the proposed text to reduce redundancy and increase the readability of the chapter.
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