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January 21, 2005
The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

Enclosed for your review and consideration is an ordinance authorizing the King County Executive to enter into a grant agreement with the Denny Creek Neighborhood Alliance (DCNA) for the Juanita Woodlands open space acquisition project.

In December 2003, King County passed Ordinance 14817, authorizing the issuance of bonds for the purchase of lands included in the Forestry and Nearshore Initiative, including Juanita Woodlands which is located on Juanita Drive NE in the Juanita community in unincorporated King County.  By Ordinance 14817, the King County Council authorized acceptance of donations from the DCNA to be applied towards debt service on the bonds issued to purchase the Juanita Woodlands site.  King County acquired the Juanita Woodlands on January 30, 2004, for $7,000,000.  As part of that transaction, King County accepted a $100,000 grant from the DCNA towards the acquisition.  Under the enclosed Grant Agreement, DCNA intends to make two additional grants totaling $400,000 to King County, and will also secure additional non-County contributions of up to $1,500,000 by 2008.  If the DCNA does not secure matching funds by January 4, 2009, the County may sell or develop up to five acres of the Woodlands as a last resort.  Should such a situation arise, the grant agreement contains procedures for identification and disposal of property that includes the establishment of a citizen committee that will include two DCNA members.
I support this cost-sharing initiative proposed by the Juanita community.  It is a model partnership between government and local citizens concerned about preserving the natural environment and their local quality of life.  I look forward to the successful preservation of the Juanita Woodlands in its entirety.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.  If you have any questions, please call Faith Roland, Acquisition Supervisor of the Open Space Acquisitions Unit in the Water and Land Resources Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-296-7804.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Scott White, Chief of Staff
  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director

  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)

Faith Roland, Acquisition Supervisor, Open Space Acquisitions Unit, Water and Land
    Resources Division, DNRP

