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Subject:  CONFIRMATION of the Executive’s appointment of Dean Logan as Director of the Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division.
Background:
The Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division resides within the Department of Executive Services.  The core services of the Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division includes Archives and Records Management, Animal Services, Elections, Marriage Licensing, Recorder's Office, Taxicab Licensing and Vehicle/Vessel Licensing.  The 2003 adopted budget for the division includes an appropriation of $18,493,965 and 151.23 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) employees.  Based on the department’s proposed 2003 budget, $8,911,068 and 35.33 FTEs are assigned to the elections section.

The elections section of the Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division is responsible for all aspects of managing and operating the elections process.  The elections section is responsible for registering voters, issuing ballots and counting ballots—both for voters who will cast their ballot at their local polling place and for the entire mail ballot operations (i.e. absentee, permanent absentee or vote by mail).  

The proper administration of elections is an essential function of King County government and public confidence in the prompt and accurate counting of ballots is part of the foundation to a democratic government.  As the legislative body empowered with oversight of county management and operations, the Council has taken several steps necessary to ensure the fairness, openness, accountability and accuracy of King County elections and to restore public confidence in elections.  In February 2003, the Council required council confirmation of the manager of the Records, Elections and Licensing Division and the superintendent of elections (Ordinance 14570).

Summary: 

Proposed Motion 2003-0448 would confirm the appointment of Dean C. Logan as Director of the Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division.  Mr. Logan comes to King County from the Office of the Secretary of State, where he was the Elections Director for the State of Washington.  He has worked in, supervised and managed elections at the county level in Kitsap County.  He has also been a leader in developing and implementing election officials’ education and certification for the State of Washington.  Mr. Logan also served as the Kitsap County Clerk, having been elected to that office in 1998.

Invited:

1. Dean Logan, Director of the Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division Candidate.
2. Paul Tanaka, County Administrative Officer
Attachments: 
1. Transmittal letter, dated September 25, 2003
2. Proposed Motion 2003-0448
3. Confirmation Packet for Dean C. Logan
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