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October 13, 2003

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

This simple “housekeeping” ordinance to create a new parks and recreation special revenue fund is the culmination of an extraordinary effort to refocus and renew our commitment to the King County park system.

This legislation would not have been possible without the leadership of the Metropolitan Parks Task Force (MPTF), which developed the foundation for a business plan that became a blueprint for the survival of one of this Country’s great park systems.  The MPTF recommended the undertaking of entrepreneurial ventures to provide non-tax revenues to support the parks, a refocusing of efforts on regional priorities partnered with transfers of in-city parks and pools to cities, a reduction of staff, and innovative business practices and efficiencies.

This legislation would not have been possible without the acceptance and implementation of the plan by the entire Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, who embraced the new way of doing business in a timeline unprecedented for this government.  In 2003, the Parks Division will book revenue of over $10,000 from a trail running series at Cougar Mountain, $275,000 from a hugely successful inaugural concert series at Marymoor Park and nearly $300,000 from $1 parking fees at Marymoor Park.  Over one half of a million dollars was generated for the Parks Division in 2003 that did not exist in 2002 and before.

This legislation would not have been possible without the leadership of the King County Council in agreeing with the findings of the MPTF that a parks levy should be placed before the voters this spring.  Finally, this legislation would not have been possible without the commitment of the citizens of King County who passed the parks levy in the spring of 2003.

Pursuant to Ordinance 14586, which submitted the four-year parks levy to the voters, the 2004 Executive Proposed Budget pulls the parks operating budget from the Current Expense Fund and reflects this appropriation in a new special revenue fund.  This companion legislation creates the new “parks and recreation” special revenue fund and provides the policy guidance for expenditures and revenues to be budgeted for and accounted for in this new fund, consistent with the financial plan approved by the King County Council in submitting the levy to the voters.

The MPTF and County Council further recommended and required the creation of a citizen oversight board to review and report on the expenditure of any parks levy proceeds.  This proposed legislation is an integral step in providing a structure that effectuates a clearer reporting of parks levy revenues and expenditures.

If you have any questions concerning this ordinance or the new special revenue fund, please contact John Bodoia, Chief Financial Officer in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at (206) 205-0943.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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