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Subject
2024/2025 King County Community Health Needs Assessment – Key Findings 
Summary
In partnership with the King County Hospitals for a Healthier Community (HHC) collaborative, Public Health – Seattle & King County has produced the 2024/2025 King County Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA). The CHNA includes a summary of community identified priorities, a detailed description of the community, analyses of data on life expectancy and leading causes of death, and a review of chronic illness throughout King County. This CHNA also includes a first time look at the health impacts of climate change. 
Background
King County Hospitals for a Healthier Community (HHC) comprises 10 hospitals/health systems in King County and Public Health – Seattle & King County (PHSKC) with the fiscal administrative support of the Washington State Hospital Association (WSHA). Formed in 2012, the HHC jointly produces a Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA) every three years to learn about community inequities as well as strengths and fulfills requirements set out in Section 9007 of the Affordable Care Act. Each HHC member organization uses this information to develop their own community health improvement strategies, which can be found on their respective web pages. HHC members identified a core set of shared priorities to address jointly and individually, as well as to direct community benefit activities: Healthcare Access and Delivery (emphasizing Mental and Behavioral Health for youth and adults); Equity and Social Determinants of Health; Food Insecurity and Access; Support for Children and Youth. 

Additionally, several PHSKC programs utilize findings from the CHNA (and related Community Health Indicators) to assist with program planning and prioritization. 

Analysis
The presentation of the CHNA is not tied to a specific King County Board of Health proposed action or policy change.
The CNHA reports on some notable public health successes in recent years: 
· Rates of daily vegetable consumption increased among some groups.
· Adult cigarette smoking continues to decrease.
· Substance use and e-cigarette/vape pen use among youth has declined. 
· Fall-related hospitalizations have declined, most notably among Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander communities.

Worsening health indicators in the recent years include: 
· Life expectancy has declined countywide for the first time in several years, with some communities and neighborhoods having a 10- to 15-year difference in life expectancy between them.
· Drug-induced deaths increased significantly across King County. 
· Drug overdose deaths doubled between 2020 and 2022, driven by a rapid increase in fentanyl-involved overdose deaths (from 33% in 2020 to over 70% in 2022). 
· Firearm-related incidents continue to increase.
· Since 2020, domestic violence emergency department visit rates increased by 48%.
· Depression increased among youth county-wide.
· Disparities in food insecurity increased.
· The percentage of students meeting physical activity recommendations has continued to decline since 2014.
· The rate of incomplete vaccination coverage for children ages 19 to 35 months has increased since 2020.
· Climate change has produced extreme heat and cold events and intense wildfire seasons. Emergency Department visits for asthma and cold-related events have increased significantly in recent years.

Additionally, a number of COVID-19-related types of assistance ended in 2023, including the pause on student loan payments, suspension of work requirements for food assistance, emergency assistance for childcare centers, and the automatic continuation of Medicaid coverage. These changes in assistance will affect some residents more than others, and we continue to monitor these impacts. 

Attachments
1. 2024/2025 King County Community Health Needs Assessment report (and its attachments)
2. 2024-2025 CHNA key findings slide deck, March 12, 2024
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