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	Review of Town of Skykomish
2007 General Sewer and Facilities Plan

	
	A. General and water plan-specific: King County Code 13.24.010; 13.28
	Comments/findings

	(1)
	· Applicable to special purpose districts (Title 57 Revised Code of Washington (RCW) or utilities that provide sewer collection and treatment in unincorporated King County.
	· The operator would be the incorporated Town of Skykomish (Town) and not a special purpose district.  The 2007 General Sewer and Facilities Plan (Plan) proposes the conveyance of sewage through unincorporated King County for treatment at a plant located on Town-owned land.

	(2)
	· Consistency with King County Comprehensive Plan and Development regulations, and policies.
	· Yes.  The Town has its own zoning and development regulations, which are consistent with King County’s.  The sewer line crosses rural, unincorporated King County.
· The pipeline to the proposed treatment facility is a force main which is “tightlined” (precludes future connection) from the Town’s boundary to the wastewater treatment facility.  

	(3)
	· Infrastructure for existing and future service areas based on adopted land use map.
	· Yes.  The system is proposed to serve the Town’s Urban Growth Area (UGA).

	(4)
	· Review proposals for modified or expanded service areas based on compliance with utility’s approved plan, and ability to meet duty to serve requirement.
	· The service area would be the Town’s UGA.

	(5)
	· Sufficient information to demonstrate the ability to provide service consistent with the requirements of all applicable statutes, codes, rules, and regulations.
	· Yes.  As a general facility plan, the Plan is an evaluation of the different options available and proposes a preferred alternative for sewerage of the Town.  The Plan contains considerable information about how the needs of the community would be met.

	(6)
	· Monitor and review effectiveness of purveyor conservation plans if within area covered by approved Coordinated Water System Plan (CWSP).
	· Not applicable.  The Plan is strictly a sewer plan.  The Coordination Act and CWSP do not apply. 

	
	B. Consistency requirements: 13.24.010(H) and 13.24.060 
	

	(7)
	· State and local health requirements.
	· The system proposed in the Plan is consistent with both state and local health requirements

	(8)
	· Creation and maintenance of logical service areas.
	· Yes.  The Town is a logical service area.  


	(9)
	· Elimination or prevention of duplicate facilities.
	· Yes.  The proposed system would replace existing, inadequate, facilities.  The existing onsite systems would be abandoned. 

	(10)
	· Promotion of most healthful and reliable services to the public.
	· Yes.  The current system of individual on-site systems has seen the failure of many of the systems, creating possible public health and environmental hazards.  The new system would replace those failing individual on-site systems with a centralized collection and treatment system.

	(11)
	· Provision of service at a reasonable cost, and maximization of use of public facilities.
	· Yes.  With this unique opportunity to secure funding, a system that would otherwise be too expensive is now possible.  Earlier attempts to create a centralized system, without the funding available under the cleanup program, were deemed too expensive and were not pursued.

	(12)
	· KC Comprehensive Plan and other pertinent county adopted plans and policies.
	· The Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan, which calls for urban services within the UGA. 

	(13)
	· Basin wide or multibasin water plans, sewerage plans, or both when approved by the Washington State Department of Ecology (DOE) or the Washington State Department of Health (DOH).
	· The Town is removed from other towns in the valley, so the opportunities for basinwide planning are limited. 

	(14)
	· Applicable state water quality, water conservation, and waste management standards.
	· Objective of system (and Plan) is to meet state water quality and waste management standards where they are presently not being met due to failing septic systems.

	(15)
	· Consistent with WAC 173-240-050.
	· Yes.  The proposal is consistent with WAC 173-240-050. 

	(16)
	· Growth Management Act (RCW 36.70A).
	· Yes.  The Plan specifically acknowledges the need to comply with the provisions of the Growth Management Act.

	(17)
	· Groundwater Management Plans.
	· There is no groundwater management plan for the area. 

	(18)
	· Federally-approved habitat conservation plans and recovery plans under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).
	· The ESA is acknowledged in the Plan.  No specific habitat conservation or recovery plans are referenced. 


	(19)
	· Requirements for salmon recovery under RCW 77.85, and other plans, including regional water supply or water resource management plans.
	· Project would improve water quality in the South Fork of the Skykomish River by replacing the on-site treatment systems, some of which are failing, that currently serve the Town.

	(20)
	· Applicable requirements to evaluate opportunities for the use of reclaimed water under RCW 90.46.
	· The use of reclaimed water was evaluated in the Plan but the conclusion was that the costs of additional treatment necessary to make reclaimed water available are prohibitively high.  This is a reasonable conclusion.

	
	C. King County Comprehensive Plan—consistency with provisions and specific policies (Water System Plan)


	

	
	COUNTYWIDE PLANNING POLICIES
	

	(21)
	FW-5: management of resources for multiple beneficial uses, including flood and erosion hazard reduction.
	· Yes.  For public health and water quality.

	(22)
	CA-5 and CA-6: Adopt policies to protect quantity and quality of ground water.
	· Plan would be, in part, to protect ground water resources through more effective wastewater treatment.

	(23)
	CO-7: water reuse and reclamation shall be encouraged, especially for high water users.
	· Reclaimed water use was evaluated in the Plan but was deemed not cost-effective.

	
	KING COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN POLICIES
	

	(24)
	E-119: management and protection of water resources by King County through incentives, regulations and programs.
	· Yes.  The project would improve water quality and protect water resources of King County. 

	(25)
	E-123: protect and enhance surface waters, including Puget Sound.
	· Yes, albeit indirectly, by improving the quality of Skykomish River water.

	(26)
	E-155: protect groundwater, and develop strategies to compensate or mitigate for losses.
	· Yes, by reducing contaminant discharges to ground water.

	(27)
	E-204: protect critical habitat.
	· The Plan, and the treatment system, would not protect habitat directly, but would help in improving water quality.

	(28)
	F-104: plan for provision of services to rural areas.
	· Not applicable.  The Plan is for the Town of Skykomish, which is classified as a rural city.


	(29)
	F-105: work with cities and service providers to provide services.
	· Yes.  The County is working with the Town to provide better services to residents than the current system of individual on-site treatment systems.

	(30)
	F-202: ensure adequate supply of public facilities to support communities.
	· Yes.  The Plan is to provide improved, and, therefore, adequate, wastewater treatment for the Town.  The current system of individual on-site systems is leading to the failure of several systems, with attendant health and safety concerns.

	(31)
	F-203: work with cities, special purpose districts, and other service providers to define regional and local services and determine appropriate providers.
	· Yes.  The Town of Skykomish is the appropriate provider of this service. 

	(32)
	F-207: support rural levels of development and not facilitate urbanization.
	· Yes.  The system is designed to meet the needs of the existing community.  The portion of the sewage transmission line that traverses King County will be “tightlined” (preclude future connection).

	(33)
	F-209: coordinate development of utility facilities.
	· Yes.  The cleanup program would, in addition to cleaning up the contamination of years of railroad operations, create a new, centralized wastewater collection and treatment facility and improve the Town’s water system.  The improvements, including upgrading the Town’s water system, would all occur at the same time.

	(34)
	F-216: where an area-wide sewer, water, or transportation deficiency is identified, King County and applicable service providers shall remedy the deficiency through a joint planning process.
	· The Plan is to address a localized, and not area-wide, situation.  There are no other towns or cities near Skykomish.


	(35)
	F-239: KC partner with utilities to encourage best management practices and conservation through such means as developing reclaimed water, aggressive water conservation and reuse measures; support planned land uses with reliable service at minimum cost; encourage reclaimed water use, focused on large water users such as golf courses and cemeteries.
	· The centralized collection and treatment system would certainly be the best option for the Town, particularly given the options for financing, although there are not many opportunities for the use of reclaimed water and the costs to produce it are high.


	(36) 
	F-240: Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) to consider  (a) consistency with land use plans and development regulations; (b) approved or adopted plans for groundwater, ESA, salmon recovery, water resources, watershed planning, regional water supply plan; and (c) the Regional Wastewater Services Plan.
	· The UTRC looked at the applicable plans and found the proposed general sewer plan consistent with 
F-240.

	(37)
	F-241: in reviewing proposals for modified and expanded service area boundaries, UTRC must include an evaluation of the utility’s compliance with its comprehensive water system plan, including water conservation elements, and whether it can meet its duty to provide service; no approval of service area where unable to provide service for reasons in RCW 43.20.260.
	· Not applicable.  The plan is a new general sewer. 
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