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King County provides two types of programs to schools: one that focuses on classroom education and one that focuses on helping schools adopt resource conservation practices.  These services are available to all schools in King County except for those within the city of Seattle.  The county has provided education programs to schools since 1989 with some resources directed toward improving recycling programs in schools.  In 2002, it began a full-fledged effort to provide assistance to schools in setting and achieving goals to conserve natural resources.
Assistance Programs Goal - Assist schools in adopting conservation practices.
	School Waste Reduction and Recycling Assistance Program

	King County helps schools and school districts to

· initiate new recycling programs. 

· add materials to existing recycling programs.
· purchase recycling containers and signs.
· educate students and staff about what materials can be recycled in the school's program. 

	Green Schools Program

	King County works with schools and school districts to
· initiate or expand conservation practices.

· increase awareness of conservation strategies among students, staff, administrators and parents.

· receive recognition as stewards of the environment.  
Participating schools and school districts select two to four of the following categories: 
· Waste Reduction & Recycling (required)

· Hazardous Waste Reduction & Management

· Litter Reduction

· Environmental Purchasing

· Green Building
· Indoor Air Quality

· Energy Conservation

· Water Conservation

· Reduction of Greenhouse Gas Emissions

· Environmental Education

The program provides technical assistance over a two-year period to help each participant set and reach measurable goals in their selected categories.



Education Programs Goal - Increase knowledge and awareness among students and teachers of the impact our everyday actions and choices have on the environment.  
	Elementary Assembly Show

	Earth Smart Adventures: Choices for Our Planet
	Students learn how advertising influences our choices and how those choices affect the environment. 

	Elementary Classroom Workshops

	Healthy Habitat
	Students make the connection between their actions and a healthy habitat. 

	Introduction to Recycling
	Students learn how improper sorting and contamination of recyclables can be a problem.

	Nature's Cycles: Leaves and Litter
	Students follow the life cycles of natural and human-made products from creation to disposal. 

	Earth Smart Shopping
	Students compare packaging that is wasteful with packaging that is reusable, recyclable and makes less waste.

	Garbology
	Students "dig into" a landfill to discover the science of decomposition and the importance of the four Rs.

	Habitat Stewardship
	Students learn the concept of "stewardship" and explore the components of habitat and our role in keeping it healthy.

	Elementary Green Team Workshops

	Recycling Leadership
	Students learn to be recycling leaders at their school.

	Environmental Leadership 
	Students learn to be habitat stewards.

	Reuse Activities
	Students learn how reuse can make a difference.

	Worm Bins/Composting 
	Students learn to set up and maintain a worm bin.

	Secondary Classroom Workshops

	Biodiversity in Our World
	Students discuss real world issues of habitat destruction, population growth, pollution and overconsumption.

	Biospheres
	Students examine biotic and abiotic factors of an ecosystem.

	Consumption Junction 
	Students learn about the energy and natural resources that go into making a product and the resulting environmental impacts.

	Earth Impact
	Students explore advertising, packaging, and our ecological footprint.

	Think Twice
	Students explore the concept of product stewardship, product life cycles and making conscious, sustainable shopping choices.

	Green Teams

	King County also provides assistance to both elementary and secondary classrooms interested in taking on an environmental project at their school or in the community.  Each year, around 40 and 60 classrooms register as Green Teams through this program.

	Household Hazardous Waste Education

	King County provides teacher training, classroom presentations and project assistance on proper management of household hazardous products and wastes.
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