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July 12, 2004

The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

I am pleased to transmit to the King County Council an ordinance authorizing King County to enter into the Intergovernmental Land Transfer Agreement Between King County and the City of Seattle Relating to the Ownership, Operation and Maintenance of South Park Farm.

The Agreement carries out the Council’s direction in Ordinance No. 14509, the Omnibus Parks Ordinance, passed November 12, 2002 and the June 2002 recommendations of the Metropolitan Parks Task Force to transfer the County’s “in-city” parks to the cities in which they are located.

South Park Farm is located entirely within the City of Seattle and is used by the City’s P-Patch program and community gardeners.  It includes approximately 3.8 acres of undeveloped and unused land and a day-lighted portion of Hamm Creek. 

The Agreement will allow South Park Farm to be transferred to the City of Seattle, so that expenses associated with its operation and maintenance will be borne by the City of Seattle following the transfer.  Under the Agreement, the City of Seattle agrees to continue to maintain South Park Farm for park, recreation, and open space purposes and to make it available to city- and non-city residents on an equal basis.  

The Agreement is consistent with the other parks transfer agreements that the Council has previously approved.  Passage of the ordinance approving the Agreement will allow all residents of King County to continue to enjoy the benefits of South Park Farm while relieving the County of the expenses of ownership and maintenance.

For these reasons, I believe the Agreement is in the best interests of King County park users and taxpayers and urge the Council to authorize me to execute the Agreement by passing the enclosed ordinance.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget (OMB)

John Amos, Budget Supervisor, OMB


Darcia Thurman, Budget Analyst, OMB


Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)


Maureen Welch, Acting Division Director, Parks and Recreation Division, DNRP


Grover Cleveland, Government Affairs Officer, DNRP

